ROUNDHOUSE
HISTORY PRIMARY
RESOURCE PACK
Age
suitability:

Key Stage 1

National
Curriculum
Objectives

Pupils will explore and learn
•

To use historical evidence
(pictures and photographs) to
identify how the Roundhouse and
surrounding area has changed

•

To look at how the Roundhouse
has changed over the years
and link this to similarities and
differences between ways of life in
the past and in the present day

This activity will work best if children
had little or no knowledge of the
Camden Roundhouse! Ideally it would
come at the start of any local history
unit being taught.
Curriculum
links:

History/Local History
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IF THESE WALLS COULD SING...
In 2016 we had a lot to celebrate. 50 years since the
Roundhouse transformed from an old train shed to a
performing arts centre. 10 years of transforming young
lives through creativity.
So, we set out on a project to transform perspectives
of Camden, the Roundhouse, and our rich heritage
through sharing incredible stories on a special online
archive:

50.roundhouse.org.uk

HOW CAN MY SCHOOL DO MORE
WITH THE ROUNDHOUSE?
We offer taster sessions, bespoke workshops and long
term projects to secondary schools, colleges and pupil
referral units.
Or why not join our free Teachers Network open to
London based education professionals of all art forms
and phases from primary to further education. Benefits
include discounted tickets to shows and events and
chances to share knowledge and challenges with
others.
Find out more at
roundhouse.org.uk/schools-and-colleges-

WARNING: Over the last 50 years we’ve lived life
to the full and the microsite celebrates all kinds of
experiences!
Certain pages include references to drug taking,
nudity and other adult content. However, all the
learning resources we have provided either link to
‘safe’ content or we have flagged where
you may wish to look ahead and decide whether
material is appropriate in advance
of your lesson.

From train-enthusiast accounts of our humble
beginnings to real-life high-wire love stories, from
week-long raves in the 90s to politically-charged
spoken word in the 00s, the website showcases the
stories which have emerged from the walls of this
beautiful building.
And we wanted to make sure some of these incredible
stories could be shared in classrooms too. Our primary
and secondary school resource packs are crammed
with parcipatory activities and lesson ideas drawn from
just a few of the artifacts on the website. Time to spark
those imaginations and bring history to life...

The project was generously funded by
Cover Image:
Front of the Roundhouse
John Williams, 2016
Resource Writer: Susie Kerr
Education Consultants:
Harriet Tomaz-Carter-Merrills
Louise Rickwood
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ACCOMPANYING
RESOURCE

HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE PACK
The resources in this pack use some eye catching
photos that showcase the Roundhouse building during
the past 50 years and before that. All of the images can
be found on 50.roundhouse.org.uk, but as some of the
content on this site is innappropriate for KS1 pupils we
have ensured that it can be a stand alone pack.
The activities in this pack work in tandem with a
Powerpoint presentation containing images and links
to video content.

We developed these resources with a panel of teachers
to make them clear, useful and helpful.
The activities they include are just suggestions - we
know every class will have different interests and needs
so please use, adapt, and develop them in your own
brilliantly creative ways.
Got ideas on how we can improve them? We’d love to
hear them. Email schools@roundhouse.org.uk

ACTIVITY 1
THE ROUNDHOUSE TODAY
This activity can be delivered using the related Powerpoint presentation and researching the
Roundhouse website: http://www.roundhouse.org.uk/about-us/artistic-programme/
You may also find this section of the online archive useful:
https://50.roundhouse.org.uk/eras/2006-and-beyond
Please note - the archive does contain material that isn’t suitable for a KS1 class so check in advance
what you want to reference from here or whether you want to refer to it directly in class!
•

TASKS

•

Either visit the Roundhouse or look at pictures of the inside and outside of the Roundhouse today.
Children work independently, in pairs or in a group and come up with predictions and guesses to
the following questions:
•

What do you think the Roundhouse is used for today?

•

Why do you think that?

•

What evidence is there?

•

How do you know?

•

Can you think of any other buildings that are similar to The Roundhouse? What are they used
for?

Once they have shared their ideas, explain to them about what the Roundhouse does and show
them some of the performances and art installations that have happened there over the years. Use
the Roundhouse main website to look at the current artist programme.
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ACTIVITY 2
BUILDING DETECTIVES
This activity can be delivered using the virtual tour found at:
https://live.tourdash.com/embed/a0ad26122600448fb64f1f954dd6e846

TASKS

•

Ask pupils to look again at the space (using the virtual tour).

•

Explain that when the Roundhouse was first built, it was used for something completely different.

•

Can they use what they see around them or in the pictures to guess what the Roundhouse might
have been before it became a performance space?

•

Ask them to draw or make notes about what they can see which might give them clues about the
purpose of the Roundhouse in the past.

ACTIVITY 3
THE ROUNDHOUSE BEFORE
This activity can be delivered using the related Powerpoint presentation
You will need to have read this section of the online archive:
https://50.roundhouse.org.uk/content-items/1211
You may also find this section of the online archive useful:
https://50.roundhouse.org.uk/eras/our-home-and-community
Please note - the archive does contain material that isn’t suitable for a KS1 class so check in advance
what you want to reference from here or whether you want to refer to it directly in class!
•

After you have discussed their predictions and guesses have a look at some pictures and sketches
of what the Roundhouse use to look like when it was railway house in the 1870s.

•

Again, let pupils look at the sources first and use what they see to guess what the Roundhouse
would have been used for. Discuss together and give them more information you’ve discovered
from the online archive. Discuss

TASKS

EXTRA

•

Why they think the purpose of the Roundhouse was to house trains and engines in the 1870s?

•

What was happening at that time?

•

Why has it’s purpose changed?

•

Ask the children to draw a picture of the Roundhouse in the 1870s and the Roundhouse today
labelling what has stayed the same and what has changed. You can use the printable template on
the next page.

•

Why not investigate further and do a local history study of Camden and the surrounding area?
Useful sources of informantion could be Camden libraries and Google.

Why not explore sketches by
Camden’s Secret Artist at
https://50.roundhouse.org.uk/
content-items/secret-artistpaintings
Please note - not all content on the
website is appropriate for KS1 age groups

Draw what the Roundhouse looked like in the 1840s and describe what
it was used for:

Draw a picture of the Roundhouse today and explain what happens
there now:

CHALLENGE: What else could the Roundhouse be used for today? What
would it be a good space for?

