ROUNDHOUSE
VISUAL LITERACY & P4C
PRIMARY RESOURCE PACK
Age
suitability:

Key Stages 1 & 2

National
Curriculum
Objectives

Pupils will cover the following areas:

Curriculum
links:

•

asking questions to improve their
understanding

•

drawing inferences, and justifying
inferences with evidence

•

predicting what might happen
from details

•

summarising the main ideas
drawn

•

identifying key details that support
the main ideas

•

explain and discuss their
understanding

•

provide reasoned justifications for
their views.

Visual Literacy, P4C, Art, Dance
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IF THESE WALLS COULD SING...
In 2016 we had a lot to celebrate. 50 years since the
Roundhouse transformed from an old train shed to a
performing arts centre. 10 years of transforming young
lives through creativity.
So, we set out on a project to transform perspectives
of Camden, the Roundhouse, and our rich heritage
through sharing incredible stories on a special online
archive:

50.roundhouse.org.uk

HOW CAN MY SCHOOL DO MORE
WITH THE ROUNDHOUSE?
We offer taster sessions, bespoke workshops and long
term projects to secondary schools, colleges and pupil
referral units.
Or why not join our free Teachers Network open to
London based education professionals of all art forms
and phases from primary to further education. Benefits
include discounted tickets to shows and events and
chances to share knowledge and challenges with
others.
Find out more at
roundhouse.org.uk/schools-and-colleges-

WARNING: Over the last 50 years we’ve lived life
to the full and the microsite celebrates all kinds of
experiences!
Certain pages include references to drug taking,
nudity and other adult content. However, all the
learning resources we have provided either link to
‘safe’ content or we have flagged where
you may wish to look ahead and decide whether
material is appropriate in advance
of your lesson.

From train-enthusiast accounts of our humble
beginnings to real-life high-wire love stories, from
week-long raves in the 90s to politically-charged
spoken word in the 00s, the website showcases the
stories which have emerged from the walls of this
beautiful building.
And we wanted to make sure some of these incredible
stories could be shared in classrooms too. Our primary
and secondary school resource packs are crammed
with parcipatory activities and lesson ideas drawn from
just a few of the artifacts on the website. Time to spark
those imaginations and bring history to life...

The project was generously funded by
Cover Image:
Circolombia at the Roundhouse.
David Levene, 2015
Resource Writer: Susie Kerr
Education Consultants:
Harriet Tomaz-Carter-Merrills
Louise Rickwood
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ACCOMPANYING
RESOURCE

HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE PACK
The resources in this pack use some eye catching
photos that showcase moments from Roundhouse
productions during the past 50 years. All of the images
can be found on 50.roundhouse.org.uk, but as some
of the content on this site is innappropriate for KS1 and
KS2 pupils we have ensured that it can be a stand alone
pack.
Visual Literacy is the idea that images can
be read and that meaning can be drawn
by interpreting pictures. Exploring imagery
in books (and pictures/photographs) is an
important aspect for the development of
literacy skills overall, particularly for less
confident and reluctant readers.

LITERACY TRUST
The activities look to support the development of
pupil’s reading and critical thinking skills. They require
pupils to use a range of predicting and inferring skills,

as well as encouraging them to justify their thoughts
and opinions using evidence from the pictures in front
of them.
The resources can be used in a number of ways in the
classroom. Small versions of each of the images are
included in this document, along with background
information in the teacher notes. Please refer to the
larger versions of the photographs as well as inquiry
questions in the resource powerpoint.
We developed these resources with a panel of teachers
to make them clear, useful and helpful.
The activities they include are just suggestions - we
know every class will have different interests and needs
so please use, adapt, and develop them in your own
brilliantly creative ways.
Got ideas on how we can improve them? We’d love to
hear them. Email schools@roundhouse.org.uk

CROSS CURRICULAR DELIVERY IDEAS
This is a cross curricular resource and could be used as
a starting point for other learning topics, projects and
lessons including:
CIRCUS
ART

A cross-curricular unit on The Circus looking at the circus in the past and today
A closer look at some of the Artists and Art Installations that have been on display at the
Roundhouse

DANCE

Different approaches to Dance and types of Dance

DESIGN

Looking at different famous buildings, their architecture and the relationship of this to their
purpose (Football stadiums, theatres, sports venues etc.)

WORLD

A look at the different countries around the World where the different artists, performers and
dancers have travelled from to perform at the Roundhouse
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THE PHOTOS

2013: Fuerza Bruta - an Argentinian circus
spectacular!
Image: David Levene

2015: Circolombia
Image: David Levene

2015: Backstage at Orfeo, an opera performance
Image: David Levene

2007: Rehearsals for A Midsummer’s Night Dream
Image: David Levene

2015: Penny Woolcock’s Utopia Installation
Image: David Levene

1997: The new design for the Roundhouse
Image: John McAslan & Partners

Extra detail on images can be found online
but check content appropriate for age group
before using: https://50.roundhouse.org.uk/
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THE PHOTOS

2016: The world premiere of ‘Kin’ by BMT - a
contemporary dance, parkour and b-boying show
Image: David Levene

2009: David Byrne brought his interactive piece
Playing The Building to the Roundhouse.
Image: Stuart Leech

2016: Ron Arad’s Curtain Call Installation
Image: David Levene

1997: Artangel squeezed a world record-breakingsized bouncy castle inside the Roundhouse.
Image: Matt Antrobus

Extra detail on images can be found online
but check content appropriate for age group
before using: https://50.roundhouse.org.uk/
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ACTIVITY SUGGESTIONS

KEY ACTIVITIES
EXPLORING THE IMAGES

1

•

Place large copies of the photographs around the classroom with post-it notes available. Ask the
children to walk around to each picture, perhaps with a partner.

•

Begin by asking them to record any questions they have about what’s happening in the
photographs or what puzzles them. You may need to model this with one of the photographs as a
whole class, going over question words (when, what, how, etc.) that they might want to use when
writing their own questions.

•

Next discuss some of the questions together as a whole class. Either through debate and
discussion, explore children’s thoughts and opinions about the photographs asking them to justify
their answers or ask the children to go back to recording their ideas on the post-it notes.

•

Get them to attach their post-it note thoughts and opinions to their chosen photograph, again
encouraging them to justify their thinking and using evidence from the photographs. This may
have to be modelled by the teacher before children start this part of the activity independently.

•

At the end of the session, come together as a class and share what is actually happening in the
photographs (see powerpoint resource for this information).

GOING DEEPER INTO THE IMAGES...
•

Use the questions on the powerpoint resource and ask children to answer these using the
photograph(s) in front of them. Remind them that the questions in front of them are like the
comprehension questions they sometimes have to answer about books/texts they have read but
this time they’re using photographs to answer the questions.

•

Emphasise the importance of justifying their ideas, explaining their thinking and using evidence
from the text. The pictures could be used as one of a guided reading carousel activity for children
to record their ideas independently or as a group or as a whole class discussion.
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ALTERNATE ACTIVITIES
WARM UP ACTIVITY
•

Use one of the photographs as a 10 minute warm up activity in literacy or as a critical thinking
activity when the children arrive in the morning or during other available moments in the day.

•

Display on the whiteboard with or without questions (see powerpoint resource) for the children to
discuss/ answer.
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VOCABULARY
•

Use the images to create word banks for creative writing. Brainstorm vocabulary that comes to
mind when looking at the photographs to add to a working wall which can be used in writing
sessions.

•

Bring in a bit of grammar and ask the children to sort the words they have come up with into
adjectives, adverbs, nouns and verbs.
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CREATIVE WRITING

5

•

Use the images as creative writing stimulus.

•

Pick a photograph – can they write a story about what might happen next? What might the story
be if this photograph shows the ending of the story?

•

Could they write a newspaper report about what they think is happening in one of the
photographs?
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TEACHER NOTES

IMAGE 1: Fuerza Bruta

What is the photo showing?
•

This picture was taken during a dance performance at the Roundhouse called Fuerza Bruta.

•

Fuerza Bruta is a show that originated in Buenos Aires in 2003. It is a very energetic spectacle under the
motto ‘Brute Force’, features interaction between the performers and the public, and is described as a 360
degree experience. It appeared at the Roundhouse in 2006 and 2013.

•

During the dance performance, transparent water tanks were slowly lowered from the ceiling to just above
head height. The audience who are stood across the floor space can reach up and touch the soft tank as the
performers move and swim around above them.

•

Inside the tanks, performers danced and swam around to music while lights flashed and water sprayed
everywhere.

Additional research:
•

Other pictures from the night: https://www.theguardian.com/stage/gallery/2013/jan/06/fuerzabrutaroundhouse-pictures

•

A Telegraph review of the 2013 performance: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/theatre/dance/9796771/
Fuerzabruta-at-the-Roundhouse-review.html

•

A Guardian review of the 2013 performance: https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2013/jan/07/fuerzabrutareview
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TEACHER NOTES

IMAGE 2: Backstage at Orfeo

What is the photo showing?
•

The photograph is taken backstage at the Roundhouse, during rehearsals for the opera L’Orfeo. An opera is
a play with music. The story is told in song and with music from an orchestra.

•

L’Orfeo, by Monterverdi, is one of the earliest operas ever written. It was composed in 1607 for a court
performance during the annual carnival at Mantua. The Royal Opera House production is their first
collaboration with Camden’s Roundhouse. It tells the story of Orpheus, a musician and poet in Greek
mythology who follows his wife Eurydice into the Underworld to bring her back from the dead. He is warned
by the Gods not to look back at her until they have both reached the surface, but he disobeys them. As she
had not yet reached the opening though, she disappears back into the Underworld forever.

•

The lady in this picture is an actress and an opera singer named Mary Bevan. She is having her hair and
makeup applied before going out on stage.

•

Her character’s name is Eurydice. As some of this story is set in the Underworld the actress is having burns
and smoky make up put all over her legs and arms.

Additional research:
•

More rehearsal photos can be found here: https://www.theguardian.com/music/gallery/2015/jan/13/orfeoroyal-opera-house-roundhouse-in-rehearsal-david-levene
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TEACHER NOTES

IMAGE 3: Utopia

What is the photo showing?
•

This is an art installation or a piece of 3D art work that was displayed at the Roundhouse.

•

The artist’s name is Penny Woolcock and she was very interested in finding out about people who live in
London and their lives. She was particularly interested in looking at how poor and rich people live differently

•

The artist got people to talk to her about living in London and recorded what they said. These recordings
were played near the art work as people walked around looking at the installations.

•

This installation looks like it is showing a pile of some of the unwanted or broken items that people have left
outside or thrown away – a mashed up car, tyres, bricks, rubbish, an old bicycle.

Additional research:
•

The promotional web page for the exhibit: http://www.roundhouse.org.uk/whats-on/2015/penny-woolcockutopia/

•

More photos of the installation: http://www.roundhouse.org.uk/blog/2015/08/in-pictures-penny-woolcocksutopia-at-the-roundhouse/

•

A newspaper report of the installation: https://www.standard.co.uk/goingout/exhibitions/first-look-utopiaexhibition-roundhouse-10439741.html
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TEACHER NOTES

IMAGE 4: Kin circus performance

What is the photo showing?
•

This picture shows a dance performance called ‘Kin’ which took place at the Roundhouse in 2016.

•

Kin means being a family member or part of a group.

•

The performers mixed dance with…

•

•

Acrobatics

•

Parkour

•

B-Boying

•

Tricking

The dancers used falling and catching, trust and balance, tumbling and flying as ways of exploring what we
are like as human beings.

Additional research:
•

An example of acrobatics: https://www.vimbly.com/nyc/streb/flip-tuck-acrobatics-beginner

•

An example of parkour: http://mymodernmet.com/incredible-world-of-parkour-19/

•

An example of B-Boying: http://98441.cdx.c.ooyala.com/czMzg5czqtOoYeK8re4vwYQS6TlTboxA/
promo251663294

•

An example of tricking http://orig13.deviantart.net/0557/f/2015/073/6/b/tomas_mascinskas_
tricking_2015_03_10_by_atmp-d8lq6s1.jpg
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TEACHER NOTES

IMAGE 5: Curtain Call installation

What is the photo showing?
•

This picture shows an art installation or a piece of 3D art work that was displayed at the Roundhouse in 2016.
It was called ‘Curtain Call’ and was designed by artist and architect Ron Arad.

•

The epic floor-to-ceiling artwork made of 5,600 silicon rods suspended from an 18 metre diameter ring
provided a canvas for films, live performance and audience interaction.

•

People could enter into the centre of this piece of artwork by pushing through the silicon rods. A bit like
pushing through curtains!

Additional research:
•

Watch the video to see what it looked like - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uUiG2p9Qzfo
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TEACHER NOTES

IMAGE 6: Circolombia circus performance

What is the photo showing?
•

This picture shows series of moments in a circus performance called Circolombia that was at the
Roundhouse in 2015.

•

It included a mixture of circus and dance styles and was performed by a group of acrobats from Columbia.

•

Most of the artists trained and graduated at the National School of Circo Para Todos (“Circus For All”) that
supports the most vulnerable, at risk young people in Colombia through circus training.

Additional research:
•

Watch videos and discover more images: http://www.roundhouse.org.uk/whats-on/2015/circolombia/
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TEACHER NOTES

IMAGE 7: A Roundhouse stage from above

What is the photo showing?
•

This picture shows the view from above the Roundhouse space, looking down at the audience seats and the
stage.

•

The stage is covered in 30 tonnes of mud brought all the way from Devon. The play that is being performed
on the stage is called ‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ by William Shakespeare.

•

A lot of the story takes place in the woods and this version of the play was set in India so the backstage crew
who made the set (the scenery) had to make sure the mud was a really red colour. You can see the actors on
the stage rehearsing and practising before the audience arrive.
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TEACHER NOTES

IMAGE 8: The new design for the Roundhouse

What is the photo showing?
•

This picture shows a model that the architects used to design and make changes to the Roundhouse
building in 1997.

•

An architect is a person who designs buildings and often makes sure they are being built properly. They use
models like this to show other people their ideas and check that their ideas will work.

•

This model was used to renovate (changed, add to and improve) the Roundhouse building 20 years ago.

•

It shows:

•

•

The performance hall for up to 3500 people standing or 1300 seated

•

Smaller studio rooms

•

Bridges that link the big performance space with other areas

The unused basement was also changed into the Roundhouse Studios – a series of practice rooms,
recording studios and places for young people.

Additional research:
•

More information about the renovation of the round house can be found in the article ‘FOUR MILLION
BRICKS – AN ARCHITECTURAL CHALLENGE 1997 – 2006’ on the microsite. https://50.roundhouse.org.uk/
content-items/four-million-bricks-architectural-challenge
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TEACHER NOTES

IMAGE 9: Playing the building

What is the photo showing?
•

This is an interactive sound installation that was on show in the Roundhouse space in 2009.

•

A sound installation is a piece of artwork that uses sound. It is interactive which means that people can get
involved with the artwork, that they can perhaps touch or add to it.

•

The artist David Byrne created this sound installation and called it Playing The Building.

•

He put a musical instrument called a pump organ, which is similar to a piano, into the centre of the
Roundhouse space and linked it up to the Roundhouse building.

•

People were able to come and play the organ. Because the organ was connected to the metal parts of the
building (the movement of the metal helps the organ make the sounds) it meant for visitors it felt like they
were playing the building itself!

Additional research:
•

Read a Telegraph report about the installation: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/
rockandpopfeatures/5933397/Playing-the-Building-David-Byrne-at-the-Roundhouse.html
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TEACHER NOTES

IMAGE 10: Artangel’s Bouncy Castle

What is the photo showing?
•

This picture shows a record-breaking-sized bouncy castle that was put up inside the main space of the
Roundhouse!

•

It was created by choreographers William Forsythe and Dana Caspersen and composer Joel Ryan.

•

A choreographer is someone who makes up the dance steps and moves and teaches it to other dancers. A
composer is someone who writes music.

•

It was called Tight Roaring Circle and people were invited to jump on the bouncy castle while listening to
specially composed music.

•

The creators thought that the bouncy castle did a good job of making people dance and move in a particular
way. It was very hard to stand still or stand up straight because of other people bouncing. They said it
looked like a bit of a disorganised or slightly strange ballet!

Additional research:
•

Check out the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1pqdXPbUgk to see people on it!

•

Read an interview about the project: https://50.roundhouse.org.uk/content-items/artangel-interview
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