BLONDIE
AT THE ROUNDHOUSE:
Age
suitability:

Key Stages 3, 4 & 5

Suggested
length:

Flexible - contains 2 x
activities that could fit
in 1 lesson

Suggested
learning
objectives:

To analyse images,
To analyse a text
To produce creative
writing on the theme of
love and connection
To research and reflect
on the role of women in
the music industry.

Curriculum
links:

English, Music, Careers
IAG, Art/Media/
Photography, History.

Skills:

Collaboration
Reading images
Comprehension
Text analysis using
appropriate technical
lexicon
Creative and
analytical thinking
Independent research
Presentation skills
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IF THESE WALLS COULD SING...
In 2016 we had a lot to celebrate. 50 years since the
Roundhouse transformed from an old train shed to a
performing arts centre. 10 years of transforming young
lives through creativity.
So, we set out on a project to transform perspectives
of Camden, the Roundhouse, and our rich heritage
through sharing incredible stories on a special online
archive:

50.roundhouse.org.uk

HOW CAN MY SCHOOL DO MORE
WITH THE ROUNDHOUSE?
We offer taster sessions, bespoke workshops and long
term projects to secondary schools, colleges and pupil
referral units.
Or why not join our free Teachers Network open to
London based education professionals of all art forms
and phases from primary to further education. Benefits
include discounted tickets to shows and events and
chances to share knowledge and challenges with
others.
Find out more at
roundhouse.org.uk/schools-and-colleges-

WARNING: Over the last 50 years we’ve lived life
to the full and the microsite celebrates all kinds of
experiences!
Certain pages include references to drug taking,
nudity and other adult content. However, all the
learning resources link to ‘safe’ content
or downloadable artefacts should
accessing the website be an issue
for your class.

From train-enthusiast accounts of our humble
beginnings to real-life high-wire love stories, from
week-long raves in the 90s to politically-charged
spoken word in the 00s, the website showcases the
stories which have emerged from the walls of this
beautiful building.
And we wanted to make sure some of these incredible
stories could be shared in classrooms too. Our primary
and secondary school resource packs are crammed
with parcipatory activities and lesson ideas drawn from
just a few of the artifacts on the website. Time to spark
those imaginations and bring history to life...

The project was generously funded by
Cover Image:
Blondie at the Roundhouse
Philip Grey, 1978
Resource Writer: Abigail Wild
Education Consultants:
Martin Cook, Emma Welsh,
Louise Rickwood, Jessica Hunter
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ACCOMPANYING
RESOURCES

HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE PACK
Blondie’s gig at the Roundhouse in 1978 was a catalyst
for the band’s UK break.
For young Londoners living in a time of mass
unemployment and widespread dissatisfaction, new
wave’s visceral, punkish vibes chimed with young
people just as The Beatles and flower power had for the
generation before.
Debbie Harry - along with partner Chris Stein a pioneer
of the new wave scene - has been a mainstay of
popular music and an inspiration to countless frontwomen in an industry that has been largely maledominated over the past 50 years.

This series of activities will enable pupils to discover
the historical context of women in music in the 1970s
compared to the present day, plus develop core
English skills through analysing lyrics and composing
their own.
We developed these resources with a panel of teachers
to make them clear, useful and helpful.
The activities they include are just suggestions - we
know every class will have different interests and needs
so please use, adapt, and develop them in your own
brilliantly creative ways.
Got ideas on how we can improve them? We’d love to
hear them. Email schools@roundhouse.org.uk

ACTIVITY SUGGESTIONS
TOPIC
1

TASKS
Blondie & the Roundhouse:
The 1978 performance

Love in the New Wave
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•

Webquest of the website, analysis of photographs
and discussion.

•

Researching and defining the representation of
female artists

•

Exploring vocabulary in the lyrics of I’m Always
Touched by Your Presence, Dear

•

Group discussion on key phrases

•

Love is…writing exercise using researched song
lyrics

•

Re-writing with a contrasting emotion

•

Celebrity love poems

•

A day in the life of…a person who can read minds

Additional activities or home learning

*

•

Persuasive writing on positive female role models

•

Women in music. Research on key players in the music industry

•

Independent research and class discussion on female artists and their lyrics
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ACTIVITY 1:
BLONDIE AT THE ROUNDHOUSE:
THE 1978 PERFORMANCE
This activity should be delivered together with pupil’s accessing the Roundhouse online archive, this
page in particular: https://50.roundhouse.org.uk/content-items/memories-blondie-1978
Divide your group into pairs and invite pupils to view and read the article and image gallery about
Blondie at the Roundhouse.
Ask pupils to discuss the following prompt questions. They should feed back to their class and share
their ideas at the end.
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•

What was the photographer’s motivation for taking these photos? How do you think this is
reflected in the photographs on this page?

•

The photographer describes the images as having a tranquil quality. What are the elements of
these photos that create this mood?

•

Do you think these photos give a positive or negative view of a musician? Give at least three
reasons to support your answer.

•

What might have been the appeal of Debbie Harry/Blondie to young people in London in the late
1970s? Do you think these images would appeal to a modern audience? Give reasons for your
answer.

•

Using evidence from these photos, what presumptions might we make about Debbie Harry’s role
in the band?

Invite pupils to discuss whether the representation of Blondie in these images is typical/stereotypical.
They should then research the representation of women in music and be prepared to:
2

•

Share significant examples from a variety of eras

•

Discuss the similarities and differences in representation

•

Comment on who controls these images – the women themselves or someone else?

Image: Blondie
performes at the
Roundhouse.
Philip Grey, 1978
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Image: Blondie
performes at the
Roundhouse.
Philip Grey, 1978

When
Blondie
exploded on
stage, all
hell broke
loose...

Find extra material at:
https://50.roundhouse.org.uk/content-items/
memories-blondie-1978
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ACTIVITY 2:
LOVE IN THE NEW WAVE

When Blondie played their Roundhouse gig they showcased material from their Plastic Letters album,
a work that was no less provocative and thrilling than the output from their punk and new wave peers.
Most of the song titles sounded like news headlines (Youth Nabbed as Sniper and Contact in Red
Square). But, with (I’m Always Touched By Your) Presence, Dear, writer Gary Valentine had provided
the group with a more meditative take on love and connection, a theme of no less interest to the
young Roundhouse audience than anti-establishment revelry.
This activity should be delivered once pupils have read the Blondie lyrics on the
following page and listened to the song at https://open.spotify.com/user/roundhouseldn/
playlist/0p1eM6kqZD8SYjoJbOSU9Q

1

Pupils to work in pairs to come up with definitions of these phrases from the lyrics. You might want
invite them to use dictionaries.
destiny | chance | kismet (fate) | consciousness | extra sense | psychic frequencies | secret
stratosphere | theosophy | levitating
Students now read the lyrics as a whole and discuss the following in groups of four.

2

•

Is the writer certain about the nature of his love? Give reasons for your answer.

•

What is meant by the phrase ‘You can read my hand?’

•

What is the effect of the writer’s use of the words ‘Levitating’ and ‘Floating?’

•

With outer entities, secret stratosphere and psychic frequencies the writer refers to places
beyond our own physical world. What does this suggest about how he feels about his lover?

•

The writer uses the phrases extra sense and psychic frequencies to talk about how he connects
with his lover, but the phrase ‘I’m still in touch with your presence’ suggest that the lovers have
been physically separated. Write a definition of love from the point of view of the writer

Invite pupils to generate a list of love songs that define love in a different way. You might want them to
spend some time researching this on the Internet.
3

On a large piece of paper they should create a table with the titles of the song, the song’s definition of
love (Love is...) and the words and phrases in that build this definition.
Extended learning opportunity: You might want to guide pupils in a more detailed analysis of one of the
songs as you see fit, comparing and contrasting the language and images used with that of the Blondie
lyrics.
Blondie’s lyrics clearly allude to a positive bond between two people.
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Ask pupils to choose a contrasting emotion or idea (hate, anger, disconnection, etc.) and write a
poem depicting that idea.
An alternative activity would be to adapt the lyrics to write a potentially comical ‘opposite’ set of
lyrics (so the title might become I’m Always Annoyed by Your Presence, for example).
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Gary Valentine is said to have written these lyrics after a long period of separation from his partner.
Ask pupils to imagine what a poem written by one half of a celebrity couple addressed to their partner
might be like. Pupils can generate their ideas in pairs and then collaborate on the final piece.
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Blondie’s lyrics allude to a telepathic or extra-sensory connection between two people. Following a
brief discussion on what might be the consequences of knowing what others around you are thinking,
students write a story about a day in the life of someone who can read someone else’s mind - a best
friend, their parents, their teachers
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Was it destiny?
I don’t know yet
Was it just by chance?
Could this be kismet?
Something in my consciousness told me you’d appear
Now I’m always touched by your presence, dear
When we play at cards you use an extra sense
(It’s really not cheating)

(I’M ALWAYS TOUCHED BY YOUR)
PRESENCE, DEAR - BLONDIE
(1978)

You can read my hand, I’ve got no defense
When you sent your messages whispered
loud and clear
I am always touched by your presence, dear

Image: Single cover, Wikipedia

Floating pass the evidence of possibilities
We could navigate together, psychic frequencies
Coming into contact with outer entities
We could entertain each one with our theosophies
Stay awake at night and count your R.E.M.s when
you’re talking with your super friends
Levitating lovers in the secret stratosphere
I am still in touch with your presence, dear
I am still in touch with your presence, dear
I am still in touch with your presence,
dear, dear, dear, dear, dear

Listen to the track, plus other ‘classroom-friendly’
Blondie tracks on our Blondie School Spotify playlist:
https://open.spotify.com/user/roundhouseldn/
playlist/0p1eM6kqZD8SYjoJbOSU9Q
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RESEARCH AND HOME LEARNING:
WOMEN IN MUSIC
Research two or three female musicians or artists that you think are a positive role
model for young people.
1

Imagine you are an advertiser who would like three of these women to represent your brand/charity/
project.
Write a persuasive piece for your colleagues outlining why you think these women are positive role
models.
Search on the internet for information about women who have played key roles in the music industry
and related industries in the past fifty years.
Find out:
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•

Their role(s)

•

How they broke into the industry

•

Their skills and experiences

•

Their career highlights and achievements.

Suggested starting points:
Caitlin Moran - https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2015/apr/14/my-big-break-uk-arts-ken-loachcaitlin-moran-lennie-james-grayson-perry
Jane Beese - http://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/magazine/job-ladder/jane-beese
Maireed Nash, Dawn Shadforth, Adrenne Aiken, Amy Morgan, Lisa Paulon and Alison Howe
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2013/oct/26/women-running-music-industry-feature
Research and select lyrics by a female artist you admire.
3

Be prepared to bring them to the next lesson and discuss the reason you chose this artist, the song
and its key themes.
Stretch and Challenge activity for KS5 groups.

4

You could use this topic as an opportunity to discuss theory. Introduce ‘Gaze Theory’ (Mulvey). Ask
pupils to explain what it argues and whether it can be applied to women in the music industry, both
historically and in contemporary times.

Image: Little Simz
performs at the
Roundhouse
Nici Erberl, 2017
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