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UK’S MAJOR ROAD NETWORK: TIME TO MAKE IT SAFE 
 
Changes to the Highways Agency are a “once-in-a-generation” opportunity to put 
safety at the centre of investment in England’s strategic road network (SRN), 
according to a report by the Road Safety Foundation, out today. 
  
The Infrastructure Bill has now started Parliamentary scrutiny and will transform 
the Highways Agency into a public company operating in a commercial 
environment.   “How Safe Are England’s Strategic Roads? An Assessment of the 
Safety of the Strategic Road Network” aims to help Parliament to ensure the right 
decisions on safety are taken now. 
  
All companies have a duty of care to ensure that employees and any other person 
who may be affected by a company’s undertaking remain safe at all times. 
  
The report identifies current safety weaknesses in the SRN: more than 100 
people a year lose their lives on motorways and a further 164 on the rest of the 
network.  The report, and the associated Risk Map, shows how the risk of being 
killed or seriously injured varies across the road network.  It explains the types of 
crashes that kill and highlights the infrastructure safety changes that can 
eliminate or reduce risk at weak points. 
  
“This is an important time for decision-makers,” says James Bradford, Operatons 
Manager at the Road Safety Foundation.  “There are 270 deaths a year on the 
strategic network which is more than all the workplace deaths in Britain for which 
there is a strict health and safety regime.  The new Highways Company will begin 
operating with more deaths and injuries of its customers than any other company 
in Britain. 
  
“Putting the management of safety into a commercial framework needs care. But 
it provides a once-in-a-generation opportunity to have infrastructure risks 
independently measured and internationally benchmarked for Parliament and 
public,” says Bradford. 
“Britain can join other world-leading countries such as the Netherlands, Sweden 
and New Zealand in setting clear goals for infrastructure safety and reduce the 
cost of saving lives. 
  
“Our report gives a brief assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of the 
network; what can be done to put it right; and the costs – in both human and 
monetary terms – of getting it wrong.  Our strategic roads must be safe and fit 
for purpose.” 
  
 
 
  
Notes To Editors 



  
1.       The Risk Map issued today measures the actual rate of death and serious 
injury from road crashes on the Strategic Network 2008-2012.  The map shows 
the risk faced by an individual road user. The colours used for the risk bandings 
are those prepared for tracking performance during the UN Decade of Action for 
Road Safety 2011-2020 (Risk Bands2020). 
  
2.       The report also refers to the Star Rating of roads.  The Star Ratings of 
roads and cars measure the safety of the road infrastructure or the vehicle both 
of which are wholly under the control of road operators and manufacturers.  The 
Dutch government has committed to raising its national network to 3-star 
minimum levels by 2020.  The New Zealand government is targeting 4-star 
performance for its ‘roads of national significance’.    
  
3.       The Risk Maps and Star Rating protocols in wide use internationally are 
overseen by the UK charity, the International Road Assessment Programme 
(iRAP).  The assessment of 150,000km of road worldwide has been undertaken 
using these protocols in the last year.  
  
  
About the Road Safety Foundation 
The Road Safety Foundation is a UK charity advocating road casualty reduction 
through simultaneous action on all three components of the safe road system: 
roads, vehicles and behaviour. Several of its published reports have provided the 
basis of new legislation or government policy. For more information visit 
www.roadsafetyfoundation.org  
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