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Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Welcome to Year 8!  

The beginning of Year 8 marks an important transition in your child’s learning journey. As the excitement of 
early September gives way to the sustained engagement of the KS3 Curriculum, your children will begin to 
mature and develop and explore the world in a deeper and more profound way.  

We want to help them discover their strengths and their areas for development and to ensure that they 
become successful learners, ready to learn throughout their lives. Although their academic progress will be 
measured using GCSE grades across Years 7-11, many aspects of the behaviours and skills which will serve 
them most effectively in their adult lives are not so easily measured. We aim to work with you to help them 
develop into thoughtful, happy, resilient and enthusiastic learners who understand their talents and 
uniqueness and work to develop themselves to the full. 

We have put together this booklet to enable you to support your sons and daughters through this year. 
Please take your time to read the information and should you have any comments or feedback about this 
information please let us know.  

Your son or daughter has a notebook containing useful information to support them through their studies. 
The notebook is an invaluable source of communication between school and home and we would encourage 
you to check this, and Google Classroom on a weekly basis, partly to confirm that pre-learning tasks set by 
teachers are completed, and partly so that you can add any feedback you feel necessary. 

All pre-learning tasks are set through Google Classroom and always accessible to you and your child through 
their school issued device or other internet connected device. 

I hope your son/daughter has a happy and successful year at RTS 

 

Ms Wright 

Assistant Head Teacher (Pupil Progression) 
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1. What is the aim of this booklet? 

The aim of this booklet is to provide you with details about the curriculum which your child will follow during 
Year 8. It includes: 

● details of the subjects which your child will be taught 
● an overview of the topics which your child will cover 
● how your child’s progress will be assessed in each subject 
● how you can support your child’s progress and enjoyment both in and outside school 
● Information about our careers programme for Year 8 students 

2. Curriculum Structure  

Our curriculum builds rapidly on students’ achievements in primary education and scaffold knowledge ready 
for academic and vocational study. The curriculum is organised into three strands Core, Specialist and 
Technical and Pastoral and wider learning. All students follow subjects in these areas. Our curriculum follows 
the National Curriculum in order to ensure students are prepared to achieve at the highest level in the 
qualification routes we will offer from Year 9. In Year 7 and 8, our programmes of study (POS) are aligned 
with GCSE POS.  In Year 9, students begin GCSE courses which they follow through into Year 11 and continue 
to benefit from an ambitious, broad and balance curriculum. 

3. Number of lessons scheduled for each subject 

Our two-week timetable is made up of 45 lessons of 1 hour duration and 5 lessons of 50 minutes duration.  
 

Subject / other activity Per fortnight Curriculum Comments 

Fo
rm

al
 C

u
rr

ic
u

lu
m

 

English 8 lessons Ebacc  

Maths 8 lessons Ebacc  

Science 

Biology 

7 lessons Ebacc 

2 Biology 
2 Chemistry 
2 Physics 
1 Working Scientifically 

Chemistry 

Physics 

Languages French 3 lessons Ebacc  

Humanities 
Geography 3 lessons 

Ebacc 
 

History 3 lessons 

Philosophy, religion and ethics 1 lesson   

Computer Science  2 hrs Ebacc  

Design and Technology 2 hrs   

Arts 

Art & Design 2 lessons 

 

 

Drama 2 lessons 

Music 2 lessons 

Sport 
Games 4 lessons 

 
PE curriculum will include 
Dance PE 2 lessons 

Pastoral 
and 
Wider 
Learning 

PSHCEE 1 lesson  See detail later 

Academic Tutoring 6 sessions  25 minutes each 

Numeracy 2 sessions  25 minutes each week 

Guided reading 3 sessions  
25 minutes each week plus  
1 hour a fortnight 

Enrichment 4 sessions  See detail later 

Prep 2 sessions  See details later 
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4. What is Pre-learning and how much will be set in Year 8? 

Pre-learning tasks are designed to raise standards and ensure progress. Evidence suggests that what you do 
before the lesson can be more important than what you do after it. Pre-learning is an integral part of the 
learning process rather than an add-on after the learning has taken place. 
Pre-learning is set according to a timetable and is recorded on Google Classroom. The details which will be 
included in the scheduled assignment will include: 
● description of the task 
● date the task was set 
● date when it is due 
It is an absolute requirement that pre-learning is completed and submitted on the deadline set. The 
expectation is that students spend around 30-45 minutes per night on pre-learning tasks in Year 8. The table 
below shows the number of times pre-learning should be set in each subject per fortnight and the 
approximate time it should take: 
 

Subject Per Week Time (Approximate total) 

English Once 30 mins per week 

Maths Once 30 mins per week 

Science Once 30 mins per week 

French Once 20 mins per week 

Humanities: History  Once 20 mins per week 

Humanities: Geography Once 20 mins per week 

Humanities: Philosophy, Religion and Ethics Periodically Google Quiz or Half Termly Project 

Art Periodically Google Quiz or Half Termly Project 

Computing  Periodically Google Quiz or Half Termly Project 

Design Technology Periodically Google Quiz or Half Termly Project 

Drama Periodically Google Quiz or Half Termly Project 

Music Periodically Google Quiz or Half Termly Project 

5. How will your child’s progress be assessed in each subject? 

We consider feedback and marking to be one of the cornerstones of how we support students to make 
excellent progress at RTS. It is our fundamental belief (supported by international research) that students 
are far more likely to make outstanding progress when they are clear about what they need to do to improve 
and how to make these improvements. 
 
Teachers should follow the frequency and style of marking/feedback suggested in the scheme of work. For 
example, feedback may be verbal, written, re-drafting, through digital methods and so on. The most 
important detail here, is that the feedback is useful for both the students and teachers in furthering progress. 
Marking with comments is not the only way to promote progress so it will be common to see only specific 
pieces of work marked in detail by the teacher. 

5.1. How does self and peer assessment support your child’s progress? 

In lessons, teachers will use self-assessment and peer-assessment. Often the teacher will share a review of 
the common misconceptions or errors made by the class and students will be guided to self-assess their 
work. We do this because it is important that students can assess their own work and that of their peers as 
it demonstrates good understanding of the assessment criteria. You will see comments from other students 
in exercise books, as well as redrafting and improvements (in green pen) your son/daughter has made to 
their work as a result of feedback from their teachers and peers.  
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Students are expected to improve the work in the ways indicated above in the same way they would if targets 
had been set by a teacher. 
 

5.2. How do we track your child’s progress? 

While the key to making progress is for students to act upon these comments, we also believe it is important 
to provide them with a clear indication of the level of achievement which they have reached. RTS will use a 
number-based system of GCSE grades (1-9, with 9 being the highest grade) across all year groups to track 
student progress and to provide this information to parents via our reporting system about the rates of 
progress students are making from their starting points. 
 
The progress rates which your child will receive on their report will be underpinned by the curriculum 
overview for each subject. These can be found towards the end of this booklet for each subject. 
 
While ongoing assessment of students’ progress is integral to teaching and learning at RTS, all students are 
also assessed formally across the year group, in each subject, at set times during the school year. These 
summative assessments will be marked and graded and the results will be recorded centrally. This 
information will help to inform the tracking of student progress and the adaptation of teaching and learning 
to meet the needs of individuals.  

6. How will you know how well your child is progressing (reporting)? 

We would like to encourage you to take time to look through your child’s exercise books and discuss their 
progress with them. The comments written by your child’s teachers (and their peers) and the way in which 
your child is responding to them will provide you with an insight into the progress he or she is making over 
time in a subject. These comments are particularly powerful as they will indicate what your child needs to 
do to improve. If you are unsure about any aspect of your child’s progress in a subject, please contact his or 
her teacher in the first instance.  

It will not be usual for you to see grades against individual pieces of work in your child’s exercise books/e-
portfolios. Grades in themselves are mostly effective in reporting students’ attainment across a wide domain 
of learning and therefore are not so useful for assessing the smaller chunks of learning, such as the tasks 
undertaken in lessons.  For these activities, we need students to learn from their mistakes to make progress 
and this is best achieved through written and verbal feedback, re-drafting and revising.  

You will receive a report three times a year. You will receive the first report at the end of Term 2 in Year 8. 
This will information to help you see how well your child is settling into secondary school. You will receive 
the two subsequent reports at the end of Terms 4 and 6. The report at the end of Term 6 is a formal written 
report where subject teachers will set written targets for each of your child’s subjects to indicate what they 
must do in order to be on track to achieve their Target Expected Grade (TEG). 

6.1. What is the Target Expected Grade (TEG) based upon? 

We set challenging progress targets for individual students, in all subjects. In Year 7 we will use a combination 
of KS2 scaled scores, school baseline assessments (Assessment Point 1 on the school assessment calendar), 
CATs and internal reading and writing scores to set a ‘challenging target’ (target expected grade) for the end 
of Year 11. Year 7 targets are set at the end of Term 1 (of 6). Targets are reviewed regularly to ensure each 
student is sufficiently challenged.  

Attainment is both about knowledge acquisition and skill development Each child should achieve at least 
their age-expected outcomes although at RTS our expectation is that all students can and will exceed their 
potential in relation to their starting points.  
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6.2. What does the progress towards the Target Expected Grade show? 

The current progress towards the Target Expected Grade (TEG) for each subject is based on your child’s 
performance since the last assessment point and is assessed against the school’s curriculum objectives. They 
indicate how well your child is progressing towards their TEG. 

6.3. How much progress should you expect your child to make? 

A student meeting their TEG is making good progress. This is explained in the table below and in the worked 
example.  

Student Current Attainment (TEG)  Progress 

+ 1 or more grades above the target grade Excellent 

= Equal to the target grade Good 

1 Grade below the target grade Secure 

-2 Grades below the target grade Working Towards Secure 

-3 or more Grades below the target grade Cause for concern 

 

6.3.1. Worked examples 

Student KS2 SATs Maths – TEG* 
Year 8 -  

Maths Attainment 
Progress 

Samantha 100 5 5 Good 

Simon 100 5 4 Secure 

 *The TEG is a 5 (in Years 7-8) and revised in Years 9-11. 
           
You and your child will receive TEGs for each subject. TEGs are intentionally aspirational, and calculated on 
a student by student basis to ensure they are realistic. We will review targets at Assessment Point Six (AP6) 
for Year 7 and Assessment Point One (AP1) for Years 8, 9 and 10.  
 

7. Monitoring your child’s progress – student progress reviews 

All students have two formal assessments plus one progress review by Subject Curriculum Leaders, as well 
as three internal progress ‘health checks’ across the year. The internal health checks are used to ensure that 
we can address any issues quickly and we are not waiting for a formal assessment to highlight areas for 
concern or praise.   

It should be noted that current attainment grades are only an indication as: 

● some children will make more/less progress than others 
● progress is not always constant and children may make more progress in some terms (and years) than 

others 
● children tend to enter Year 7 with higher levels in English and maths as primary schools tend to 

concentrate more on these subjects – they will then catch-up in the other subjects over the three years 
of Key Stage 3 

● children who have not met the expected standard for English and Maths at KS2 are given additional 
support in these subjects in the form of targeted intervention so as to help them make more rapid 
progress and catch up with their peers 
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8. Number Grades 

It is also important to note that the GCSE grading scale for your child will be on a numerical scale rather than 
the old scale which was based on letters. The new scale ranges from 1 to 9, with 9 being the highest grade 
possible. There is an equivalence between the old and new scale which is shown on the next page. 

 

Old GCSE grades Current GCSE grades 

A* 9 
8 
7 A 

B 6 
5 
4 C 

D 3 
 

2 
 

1 

E 

F 

G 

 

9. How can you help your child’s learning? 

There is a range of ways in which you can support your child’s learning and progress.  

These include: 

● Encouraging your son/daughter to work in a quiet, comfortable place at a regular time each day 
 

● Encouraging your son/daughter to see pre-learning as preparation for the following lesson/topic and not 
leave doing it until the night before it is due in 

 
● Checking that your son/daughter has recorded the work in his/her planner 
 

 Discussing the work with your child; does s/he understand the task?  Can s/he extend and improve 
his/her answers? 
 

 Encouraging your son/daughter to work to the time allocation set for each subject 
 

● Referring your son/daughter to other resource materials such as the RTS website, school library or your 
local library; iPad apps and resources in Google Classroom; digital learning platforms such as Hegarty 
Maths, Kerboodle or Pearson Active Learn. 

 
● Remembering to write a note in their notebook if your child has a genuine reason for not completing the 

pre-learning tasks 
 
● When looking at the “To Do” list of tasks on their Google Classroom, checking that s/he is completing 

homework and meeting deadlines 
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● Contacting the tutor if you have any concerns about homework 
 
● Your son/daughter may receive additional work from the Learning Support department or extension 

tasks from their teachers 
 
● Try to agree a regular time to help your son/daughter with these tasks.  
 

10. CEIAG in Year 8 

Good quality careers education will raise the aspirations of all young people. It will increase motivation by 
linking activities in school with preparation for life post 16 and post 18. 
CEIAG at The Richmond Upon Thames School will therefore contribute to raising pupil achievement, help 
students focus on their longer-term career ambitions and ensure an equality of opportunity for all. 
We will use our links with our partners (Harlequins, AfC, Haymarket and Richmond College to provide 
relevant and exciting careers guidance and opportunities. 
Most people spend many years of their life in a working environment and it is important to equip our 

students with the necessary skills for them to career plan and know how and where to access impartial and 

unbiased information. Developing key enterprise and employability skills are important and we provide a 

comprehensive programme of careers guidance starting in Year 8. We will work closely with Haymarket 

Media (one of our partners) to provide exciting and relevant careers opportunities for Year 8 students. 

 

11. Google Classroom 

Students will join a Google Classroom for each subject they study and all pre-learning tasks will be set as an 

assignment via Google Classroom (see section 5 above for details). The teacher will indicate whether the 

tasks should be completed in the student’s exercise book, or whether it should be attached as a Google 

document to the assignment. Once the student has completed the work they should “hand it in” by clicking 

on the submit button. If a student has a question about the work set, they can send a class comment or a 

private message to the teacher on Google Classroom. Teachers will also post lesson resources including 

revision resources, quizzes and worksheets on Google Classroom so that students can refer to them outside 

of lessons. Important announcements will be made via the Year 8 Notices Classroom and email alerts are 

sent every time a student is set a new assignment or is close to an assignment deadline.  

12. Enrichment 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays period 6 is enrichment (from 15:00-16:00). Enrichment is a compulsory part of 

the RTS curriculum. At the beginning of each term students will choose their enrichment activities for the 

term, one of which must be a sport. Most enrichment clubs are run by RTS staff and are free. Some are run 

by external agencies and very few incur a charge for students to take part (Street Dance and Karate). 

Examples of enrichment clubs currently on offer are football, rugby, badminton, softball, skateboarding, 

table tennis, dissection, chess, book club, eco-warriors, artists’ society, camera crew, horse care club, model 

making and debate club. The choice varies each term. 
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13. Prep 

Each week on a Wednesday afternoon from 15:00-16:00 students complete their pre-learning tasks during 

Prep. They spend this hour with their tutors who are on hand to support them with their pre-learning tasks 

and any other queries they may have about the work they have been assigned by their classroom teachers 

that week. Prep is a compulsory part of the curriculum at RTS and allows students to complete work in a 

calm and supervised environment. 

14. iPads 

iPads form an integral part of the learning process at RTS. The iPad always remains the property of the 

school and can be confiscated if a student is using it inappropriately. Students must bring their iPad to 

school every day fully charged and will be given a demerit if this is not the case. Students are responsible 

for looking after their iPad and ensuring it is not lost or broken as this would incur a charge. 

15. Study tips 

 Work in a quiet and comfortable environment, preferably with a desk and comfortable chair 

 Leave your phone outside the room while you are studying to avoid distractions 

 Ensure you stay hydrated and eat healthy snacks 

 Check your emails and the “To Do” list on Google Classroom to keep track of deadlines  

 Work in short bursts of 30 minutes with a 10-minute break 

 Ensure you have things to look forward to once you have finished studying (meet friends, watch a 

film, play football in the park) 

16. Progresso 

Progresso is our Management Information System (MIS) where we keep details of all students on roll at RTS. 

There is a parent portal which you will be able to sign up to in order to keep track of your child’s progress, 

attitude to learning and attendance. The data you will see is “live” data, so every time a student receives a 

merit or demerit, you will be able to see this by logging on to your account. Assessment data and progress 

towards TEG are also available for parents to view after each assessment point. You can log on to the parent 

portal on any hand held device (Smart phone) or computer. 

 

17. Literacy and Numeracy 

At RTS we believe that every teacher is a teacher of numeracy and literacy. Students have a Maths Matters 

session in Academic Tutor time once a week to work on their numeracy skills. Reading is an integral part of 

the curriculum and each student has one 25-minute guided reading lesson each week, alongside a 

dedicated hour-long reading lesson each fortnight where they read such texts as Roll of Thunder Hear My 

Cry and The Children of Willesden Lane. Theya re encouraged to read aloud, modelling their reading from 

the teacher, and discuss the issues which arise in the books. 
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18. Assessment timetable 

Reporting Year 8 student progress to parents/carers 

AP = Assessment Point 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

AP1 Baseline tests (not reported) 
September 

AP4 Health Check 
February 

AP6 Formal Assessment 
June 

AP2 Health Check 
October 

Parent/Subject Teacher 
Consultation Evening 
February 

End of Year Written Reports 
July 

Parent/Tutor Consultation 
Evening 
November 

AP5 Progress Review by 
Curriculum Leaders  
March 

 

AP3 Formal Assessment 
December 

  

 

19. Curriculum Overviews 

The Curriculum Overviews appear on the following pages for each subject taught in Year 8  
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   Curriculum Overview for students 

What are we learning in Art in Year 8? 

 

 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS KEY VOCABULARY AND 
ARTISTS 

RESOURCES TO HELP 
ME/ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

HALF TERM 1 
Observational & 
Creative 
Drawing 

-Careers in Art 
-Learning how to see 
-Drawing techniques 
-Creative Thinking skills 
-Critical Thinking skills 

Artists: Albrecht Durer, 
Marcello Barenghi. Realism, 
Line, Accuracy Detail, 
Contrast, Tone, Shadow, 
Highlights 

-Quizzes on Google Classroom 
-Pre-Learning Assignments  
-Half term assessments 
Realism & Creativity 

HALF TERM 2 
Crushed Can Study 

-Choosing appropriate tools and 
media suitable for task 
-Drawing & mark-making 
techniques 

Artists: Jasper Johns, Andy 
Warhol. Pop Art, Realism, 
Line, Accuracy Detail, 
Contrast, Tone, Shadow, 
Highlights 

-Quizzes on Google Classroom 
-Pre-Learning Assignments 
-Half term assessment project  
- Crushed Can Study 

HALF TERM 3 
Cubism & Fauvism  
(Link to English- 
Exam question 5) 

-Artfully presented & well-
researched study page on a Cubist 
or Fauvist Artist 
-Cubist self-portrait 
-Historical context of Guernica 

Artists: Pablo Picasso, 
George Braque.  
Cubism, Fauvism, Portrait, 
Distortion, Proportion, 
Depth   

-Quizzes on Google Classroom 
-Pre-Learning Assignments 
-Half term assessment - Cubist 
Self-Portrait 

HALF TERM 4 
Surrealism  
(Link to English 
Dystopian Fiction) 

-Understand and discuss the work of 
three or more Surrealist artists.  
-Critique a surrealism painting using 
prior knowledge of commonly 
accepted art elements. 
-Create a mixed-media Surrealist 
Composition. 

Artists: Hieronymus Bosch, 
Salvador Dali, Rene Magritte, 
Frida Kahlo  
Psychoanalysis, Sigmund 
Freud, Surreal, Colour, 
Dream, Imagination, 
Realism Composition 

-Quizzes on Google Classroom 
-Pre-Learning Assignments 
-Half term assessment project  
- Artist Research & Mixed-
Media Surrealist Composition 

HALF TERM 5 
Natural World 
Pen Illustration 
 

-Develop ideas through 
investigations and historical and 
cultural understanding 
 -Combining Imagination with 
Realism  

Artists: Iain MacArthur 
Illustration, Detail, 
Elaboration, Ink wash, Form, 
Contrast 

-Quizzes on Google Classroom 
-Pre-Learning Assignments 
-Half term assessment project  
- Artist Research 

HALF TERM 6 
Redesigning 
Spaces 
Street Art, 1 & 2-
point Perspective 
(Iinks to PSHCEE & 
Maths) 

-Equality in Art  
-Street Art 
-1 & 2-point perspective and 
architectural drawing skills 

Artists: Franz Ackerman, 
Justin Beaver  
Perspective, Vanishing 
Point, 1 & 2-point, Horizon 
Line, Orthogonals 

-Quizzes on Google Classroom 
-Pre-Learning Assignments 
End of year assessment in all 
Art skills 
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Curriculum Overview for students 

What are we learning in Computer Science in Year 8 

 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS KEY CONCEPTS RESOURCES TO HELP 
ME/ASSESSMENT 
DETAILS 

HALF TERM 1 
Python 
Programming 

Using a programming 
language to explore 
geometric patterns 

Built-in and user-defined 
functions 
Creating and calling 
functions 
Using loops (for-loop) 
Debugging 
 

All resources will be on 
Google Classroom. 
 
All assessments will be on 
Google Classroom for all 
units and each half-term. 
 
Class quizzes and class 
tasks can be completed 
by 8pm on the day of the 
lesson. 
 
If you are absent, it is 
your responsibility to find 
out what work you have 
missed. You must 
complete classwork and 
homework, regardless of 
attendance. 
 
Most quizzes can be 
taken more than once to 
enable you to get full 
marks. Multiple attempts 
count towards effort 
grades. 

HALF TERM 2 
What is a 
computer? 

The CPU and other 
components that make up 
a computer  

CPU 
RAM 
SSDs 
Input, Process, Output 

HALF TERM 3 
Bits, Bytes and 
ASCII 

Making a data-converting 
machine 

Converting text messages to 
binary and vice versa 
Using correct ASCII codes 
for letters 

HALF TERM 4 
Internet @ your 
service 

Key services provided on 
the internet 

The difference between the 
internet and the www. 
Pagerank - the algorithm 
behind Google Search 
The ethics of Search 

HALF TERM 5 
Change! 

Creating an advert for a 
social media campaign to 
instigate change 

How adverts are created for 
campaigns 
How audience 
characteristics determine 
the type of advert 
Micro-advertising 

HALF TERM 6 
My data 

Privacy and 
connectedness 

Use of personal data 
How the law protects you 
Personal vs corporate 
responsibility  
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Curriculum Overview for students 

What are we learning in Drama in Year 8? 

 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS KEY SKILLS RESOURCES TO HELP ME 
/ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

HALF TERM 1 
Style & Genre 

Improvisation / Devising 
Melodrama / Naturalism / 
Mime 
Using music as stimulus 
Historical context 

Exploring context 
Physical / Vocal skills 
Build on Yr7 skills 
Group tasks 

Key words/prep learning 
 

Half term assessment: 
Page: terminology quiz 
Stage:scripted text / 
performance 

HALF TERM 2 
Strange 
Phenomena 

Exploration of  genre 
Project work activities 
Practical & Design tasks 
 

Group collaboration 
Understanding theatre 
roles 
Devising 

Key words/prep learning 
 

Half term assessment: 
Page:terminology quiz 
Stage:project performance 

HALF TERM 3 
War Children 

Extracts from Little Soldier - 
Bernard Ashley 
War Poetry / War Stories 
Evacuees / Refugees 

Research skills 
Empathising with others 
Exploring a play 
Marking the Moment 

Key words/prep learning 
 

Half term assessment: 
Page:set text quiz 
Stage:performance 

HALF TERM 4 
Read the Story, 
Write the Play 

Exploring Dystopian Future  
English x-curricular learning 
Narrative through 
performance 
 

Creating scripts 
Converting stories to 
plays 
Creating atmosphere 

Key words/prep learning 
 

Half term assessment:  
Page:script writing 
Stage:devising / performance 

HALF TERM 5 
Defiant 
Characters 

Creating powerful characters 
Speeches 
Historical figures 

Textual stimulus 
Analysing  
Characterisation 

Key words/homework 
 

Half term assessment: 
Page:speech writing 
Stage:devising / performance 

HALF TERM 6 
Titanic 

Explore the historical events 
and stories of the life of The 
Titanic 
 

Storytelling 
Improvisation 
Staging 

Key words/homework 
 

Half term assessment:  
Page:terminology quiz 
Stage: collaborative 
performance 
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Curriculum Overview for students 

What are we learning in DT in Year 8? 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS KEY VOCABULARY RESOURCES TO HELP ME/ 
ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

HALF TERM 1 
 
Fabrics, samples & 
safe stitching 
 
Textiles 

-Using dyes, paints & processes to 
create fabric samples 
-Selecting appropriate designs, 
textures & patterns 
-Basic Sewing by hand  
-Control the sewing machine to draw 
using thread 

Fabric, Texture, Motif,  
Pattern, Tie-Dye, 
Embroidery 
Hand-stitching, 
Samples, Colour-Scheme  

-Google Classroom Quizzes 
-Pre-learning Assignments  
-Stitching Assessment 
-Meet Learning Checkpoints in 
Textiles Booklet 

HALF TERM 2 
 
Design a pencil 
case, sewing & 
applique 
  
Textiles  

-Designing a fashionable and fully 
functional pencil case 
-Researching & responding to textile 
designers 
-Inspiration & Moodboards    
-Evaluating and adapting our design 
throughout the creative process 

Target Market, 
Sustainability, 
Fair trade, Appliqué, 
Sewing Machine, 
Embroidery Machine, 
Hem,  

-Google Classroom Quizzes 
-Pre-learning Assignments 
-Presentation of Design 
-Completion of Textiles Booklet 
-Evaluation of Final Outcome  

HALF TERM 3 
Chemical reactions 
in baking, cakes & 
brownies 
 
 Food Tech 
(Links to Science) 

-Hygiene, routines & organisation of 
the kitchen 
-Weighing & measuring with accuracy 
-Key temperatures, timing & chemical 
reactions 
-Safe cutting skills 
- Rainbow Fruit Skewers 
-Cakes & Brownies  

Health, Safety, Hygiene 
Procedures, Chemistry, 
Measuring,  
Ingredients, Recipes 
Method, Equipment,  
 

-Google Classroom Quizzes 
-Pre-learning Assignments 
-Half term assessment project  -
Bake-off showcase 
-Meet Learning Checkpoints in Food 
Tech Booklet 

HALF TERM 4 
Seasonal 
ingredients, fresh 
salads & pizza-
making 
 
  Food Tech 

-Methods of cooking food, dough-
making, evaluating recipes & 
outcomes   
-Healthy eating, sustainability, using 
local & seasonal ingredients 
-Describing Food using Sensory 
Vocabulary 

Nutrition, Hygiene, 
Health, Diet, Recipe, 
Preparation, Cutting 
techniques, Ingredients, 
Preparation, 
Questionnaire 

-Google Classroom Quizzes 
-Homework Assignments 
-Pizza Investigation 
-Completion of Food Tech Booklet 

HALF TERM 5 
 
Health & Safety  
using tools & 
machinery 
Resistant Materials  

-Introduction to materials, tools & 
machinery 
-Understanding types of materials and 
their properties 
-Marking & measuring joints, basic 
sanding skills 

Pillar Drill, Disc Sander, 
Saw, Machinery, 
Goggles, Tools, Aprons, 
Finger Joint, Hard 
Wood, Soft Wood,  

-Google Classroom Quizzes 
-Pre-learning Assignments 
-Safety Assessment 
-Materials Research 
-Meet Learning Checkpoint in 
Resistant Materials Booklet  

HALF TERM 6 
 
Bookends Project 
 
Resistant Materials 
 
 

-Designing and building a bookend to 
help promote literacy 
-Research & Project planning 
-Satisfying the requirements of the 
Design Brief 
-Rendering 3D Products (Drawing) 
-Demonstrating consistently safe and 
appropriate use of equipment 

Labels, Annotation, 
Marking, Cutting, 
Sanding, Wasting, 
Joining, Finishing, 
Design Brief, Target 
Audience, Evaluation 

-Google Classroom Quizzes 
-Pre-learning Assignments 
-Presenting Concept 
-Evaluation of Outcome 
-Completion of Resistant Materials 
Booklet 
End of year assessment in all skills: 
Textiles, Food Tech, RM  
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Curriculum Overview for students  

What are we learning in English in Year 8 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS KEY SKILLS ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

HALF TERM 1 
The Victorian 
Times 

The Victorian context 
Fictional extracts 
Writing for different purposes 
Considering viewpoints and perspectives 

Writing to advise 
Writing to argue 
Revising the use of topic sentences 
and thesis statements 
Conclusions 
Memorising relevant contextual 
details 

Writing assessments: Can I 
produce a piece of 
argumentative writing? 
Reading assessment: Can I 
analyse a fictional extract 
closely? 

HALF TERM 2 
‘A Christmas 
Carol’ 

‘A Christmas Carol’ 
Dickens’ life and times 
Dickens’ moral purpose 
Gaining an understanding of what 
structure is 

Writing creatively 
Memorising quotations 
Analysing language and structure 
Including relevant contextual details 
in our work 

Writing assessments: Can I 
produce an imaginative piece of 
writing written in the style of a 
character of my choice? 
Reading assessment: Can I 
explore how Dickens’ described 
the scene at the Fezziwig party? 

HALF TERM 3 
War Poetry 

Poetry from WWI and WWII  
Learning about the context to key poems 
Contemporary War Poetry 
Unseen poetry 
Meter, rhyme and structure 
Poetic techniques 

Comparing poems 
Memorising quotations 
Memorising relevant contextual 
details and including these in our 
work 
Analysing how poets have used 
poetic and structural techniques 
Responding to unseen poems 

Writing assessments: Can I use a 
variety of techniques to create a 
poem of my own? Can I reflect 
on and critique my own writing? 
Reading assessment: Can I 
compare two different war 
poems? 
Can I respond to an unseen 
poem? 

HALF TERM 4 
Dystopian 
Fiction 

Animal Farm 
Comparisons with 1984 and Hunger 
Games.  
Using photos and other prompts for 
creative writing 
Long reading project: Dystopian Fiction 
of own choice 

Writing to describe 
Analysing how the author has used 
language devices and structural 
techniques 
Comparative adjectives 

Writing assessments: Can I write 
descriptively to describe an 
image of a dystopian scene? 
Reading assessment: Can I 
analyse how Orwell has used 
structure to interest you as a 
reader in a key extract? 

HALF TERM 5 
Power and 
protest 

Speeches, essays and newspaper articles 
from C19th, C20th and contemporary 
sources 
Viewpoints and perspectives 
 

Speech-writing and newspaper 
writing 
Writing to persuade 
Using paragraphing for effect 
 

Writing assessments: Can I write 
a newspaper article about an 
important issue? 
Reading assessment: Can I 
analyse an unseen non-fiction 
extract? 

HALF TERM 6 
The Wider 
World:  

Preparation for end of year test: GL tests 
and POP tests 
Viewpoints and perspectives 
 
 

Analysing how authors have used 
language devices and structural 
techniques 
Writing to inform 
Modal verbs and imperatives  

Final end-of-year exam 

 

Resources to help you: 

 All PDFs of the texts we read will be shared on Google classroom so that you can re-read them or read ahead. Mr Bruff’s 
youtube channel has some great videos on different writing styles e.g. descriptive writing; you can also use the activities 
available on BBC Bitesize. The games and pre-tests on www.spellingstars.com will help you to memorise your weekly 
spellings. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z3kw2hv
http://www.spellingstars.com/
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Curriculum Overview for students 

What are we learning in French in Year 8? 

 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS KEY VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR RESOURCES TO HELP 
ME/ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

HALF TERM 1 
T’es 
branché(e)  

 

TV and cinema 
Reading 
Internet 
Talking about what you 
did yesterday 

Present tense of avoir/être 
ir/re verbs 
The verbs aller/faire 
Intro to the  perfect (past)  tense 
Vocabulary to describe leisure 
activities 

ActiveBooks module 1 
Active Learn tasks for 
module 1 

 

HALF TERM 2 
Paris, Je 
t’adore 

 

Talking about a past trip to 
Paris: 
What you did 
When you did things 
Where you went 

The perfect tense of regular and 
irregular verbs with avoir 
The perfect tense with être 
Time phrases/days of the week 

ActiveBooks module 2 
Active Learn tasks for 
module 2 
Formal assessment -  
Grammar quiz 

HALF TERM 3 
Mon identité 

 

Talking about personality 
and relationships 
Talking about clothes and 
fashion 

 

Adjectival agreement 
Reflexive verbs 
Agreeing, disagreeing, giving reasons 
The near future tense 

ActiveBooks module 3 
Active Learn tasks for 
module 3 
Half term assessment - 
translation 

 

HALF TERM 4 
Chez moi, chez 
toi 

 

Describing where you live 
Describing your home 
Talking about meals and 
food 

Comparative adjectives 
Prepositions 
The verbs boire/prendre 
Il faut 

ActiveBooks module 4 
Active Learn tasks for 
module 4 

 

HALF TERM 5 
Hammer that 
grammar! 

 

Review of grammar and 
tenses 
Exam techniques 
Listening and Reading 
skills 
Pronunciation and 
speaking with confidence 

 

Using three tenses 
Translation techniques 
Key vocabulary to use for picture card 
(speaking) 

Previous quizzes and 
assessments 

 

HALF TERM 6 
Studio 
Découverte 

Cross-curricular project 
with Geography, 
History/Drama 

Learning about Francophone 
countries and guessing words from 
context in more complex texts 
Finding out about the French 
revolution and putting on a play 

Teacher-made resources 
Active Books module 6 
(units 1 and 3) 
End of year assessment  
Writing and translation 
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Curriculum Overview for students 

What are we learning in Games in Year 8 

 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS KEY VOCABULARY 
AND GRAMMAR 

RESOURCES TO HELP 
ME/ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

HALF 
TERM 
1&2 

 

RUGBY: 
Development of core skills, laws and decision making 
within the game. Main focus will be to continue to 
develop a set of core skills that will enable the 
participants to participate in competitive games. 

Ball handling/carrying 
Passing and receiving 
Beating an 
opponent/Evasion 
Tacking 
Presenting 
Rucking 
Mauling 
Outwitting an opponent 
Correct body positions 
Decision making and 
observational skills 

Half term assessment -  
Practical demonstration of core skills. 
Competitive games with officials scoring. 

HALF 
TERM 
3&4 

Football: 
Development of core skills, rules and objective of the 
game with emphasis on selecting and applying the 
correct skill in game situations. 

Ball control 
short/long pass 
Dribbling 
Shooting 
Tackling 
Jockeying 
Heading 
Goalkeeping  

Half term assessment -  
Practical demonstration of core skills. 
Competitive games with officials scoring. 

HALF 
TERM 5 

Athletics: 
Practise and develop all disciplines of track and field 
events. Practice techniques and measure outcomes. 
Participate in athletic competitions. 

Throwing techniques for 
shot, javelin and discus. 
Jumping techniques for 
long, triple and high jump. 
Running style and 
techniques for 
sprinting/middle distance. 
Relays change-over 
techniques 

Half term assessment -  
Practical demonstration of core skills. 
Competitive games with officials scoring. 

HALF 
TERM 6 

 

Practising striking and fielding in sports 
such as softball and rounders. 

Fielding  
Throwing 
Catching 
Tagging 
Pitching 
Batting 
Base running 

Half term assessment -  
Practical demonstration of core skills. 
Competitive games with officials scoring. 
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Curriculum Overview for students 

What are we learning in Geography in Year 8? 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS KEY VOCABULARY AND 
GRAMMAR 

RESOURCES TO HELP 
ME/ASSESSMENT 
DETAILS 

HALF TERM 1 - 
Amazing places 
(map skills 
integrated) 
 

Looking at amazing places in the 
world and the differences 
between them (e.g. Las Vegas, 
Bhutan), planning a trip 
(research project) 

Rural/urban, 
development, culture, 
language, 
primary/secondary/tertiar
y sector 

Kerboodle - Digital 
Textbook  
Half term assessment - 
Online test/quiz 

HALF TERM 2 - 
Biodiversity: 
Amazing 
animals and 
plants across 
different 
Biomes 

Biomes, biodiversity between 
and within biomes, how animals 
and plants have adapted to their 
own biome 

Grassland, Savannah, 
tundra, arctic, rain-forest, 
forest, biodiversity 

Google Classroom 
Half term assessment - 
Group project 

HALF TERM 3 - 
Rivers and 
Flooding 
 

Features of a river (e.g. 
meanders, waterfalls etc), The 
drainage basin, Causes of 
flooding, Impacts of flooding in 
different parts of the world 

Riverbed, drainage basin, 
current, dam, deposition, 
erosion, flood, floodplain, 
gorge, meander, oxbow 
lake, tributary, valley, 
waterfall 

Google Classroom 
Half term assessment - 
Online topic test 
Extended writing 

HALF TERM 4 - 
Coasts 2 - 
Humans and 
the coast 
 

How do humans interact with the 
coast? Coastal management, 
Coastal sustainability, Coastal 
erosion, Coastal defences, 
Seaside resorts 

Storm surge, Groynes, 
revetments, rock armour, 
resort 

Google Classroom 
Half term assessment - 
Online topic tests 

HALF TERM 5 -  
Population 

The world’s changing population, 
Population Density, Migration, 
China’s one-child policy, 
Demographics, Population 
problems 

Population density, 
sparsely/densely 
populated, life-
expectancy, over-
population, 
demographics, 
sustainability 

Google Classroom 
Half term assessment - 
assessed debate 
Online topic test 

HALF TERM 6 - 
Energy and 
Food issues 
 

The Earth’s natural resources, 
Water supply around the world, 
Soil and top-soil, Desertification, 
Non-renewable energy sources, 
Renewable energy sources 

Renewable energy, non-
renewable energy, 
desertification, top-soil, 
drought, natural 
resources, sustainability 

Google Classroom 
End of year assessment - 
Local geography project 
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Curriculum Overview for students 

What are we learning in History in Year 8? 

WHEN  MAIN TOPICS KEY VOCABULARY AND 
GRAMMAR 

RESOURCES TO HELP 
ME/ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

HALF TERM 1 
The Tudors 

 The Tudor monarchs, the 
Reformation and Religious unrest, 
the Spanish Armada 

 

Tudor, Monarchy, Heretic, 
Pope, Heir, Reformation, 
Catholic, Protestant, 
Dissolution 

Google Classroom 
BBC Bitesize History 
Kerboodle - KS3 History - 
Digital Book (Renaissance, 
Revolution and 
Reformation) 
Half term assessment -  

HALF TERM 2 
The Tudors and 
the Stuarts 

 The change to the Stuart dynasty, 
The Civil War, the Restoration 

Tudor, Stuart, Cavalier, 
Roundhead, Civil war, 
Divine Right, Republic, 
Lord-Protector 

Google Classroom 
BBC Bitesize History 
Kerboodle - KS3 History - 
Digital Book (Renaissance, 
Revolution and 
Reformation) 
Half term assessment - 
Online topic test 
Group presentation 
activity 

HALF TERM 3 
The development 
of power and 
social change 

 The Glorious Revolution, The Rise of 
Parliament, The First Prime 
Minister, Democracy in the UK 

Glorious Revolution, 
Parliament, Democracy, 
Prime Minister, Cabinet, 
Elections and voting 

Google Classroom 
BBC Bitesize History 
Kerboodle - KS3 History - 
Digital Book (Renaissance, 
Revolution and 
Reformation) 
Half term assessment -  

HALF TERM 4 
The Industrial 
Revolution 

 The Agricultural Revolution, The 
Industrial Revolution, Key inventors, 
Living conditions, Developments in 
public health, Developments in 
transport 

Industry, Revolution, 
Invention, Reform, 
Chartist, Factory, 
Workhouse  

Google Classroom 
BBC Bitesize History 
Kerboodle - KS3 History - 
Digital Book (Industry, 
Invention and Empire) 
Half term assessment - 
Debate 

HALF TERM 5 
The Transatlantic 
Slave Trade 

 African civilisations before the slave 
trade, The Slave-Trade Triangle, 
Plantations, The Underground 
Railroad, Abolition and 
Emancipation, Britain and the Slave 
Trade 

Slave Trade Triangle, 
Plantation, Abolition, 
Middle Passage, 
Emancipation 

Google Classroom 
BBC Bitesize History 
Kerboodle - KS3 History - 
Digital Book (Industry, 
Invention and Empire) 
Half term assessment -  

HALF TERM 6 
Empire 

 Why did nations want an Empire, 
the ‘Scramble for Africa’, Empire in 
Africa (what effect did it have?), 
Britain and India (Depth Study) 

Empire, Colony, 
Commonwealth, Rebellion, 
Revolution,  

Google Classroom 
Kerboodle - KS3 History - 
Digital Book (Industry, 
Invention and Empire) 
End of year assessment: 
Written assessment 
Group task 
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Curriculum Overview for students 

What are we learning in Mathematics in Year 8? 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS KEY VOCABULARY AND 
GRAMMAR 

RESOURCES TO HELP 
ME/ASSESSMENT DETAILs 

HALF TERM 1 
 

Powers and Roots 
Perimeter, Area, Volume 
Sequences 
Probability 

Indices 
Face 
Edge 
Vertex 
Arithmetic 
Quadratic 
Experimental 

Tasks on Hegarty Maths you 
are directed to 
KS3 Maths progress 
programme 
Regular topic assessments 
 

HALF TERM 2 

 

Representing Data 
Number Properties and calculations 
Algebraic Expressions 
Interpreting Data 

Discrete 
Continuous 
Grouped 
Averages 
Negative 
Prime Factor 

Tasks on Hegarty Maths you 
are directed to 
KS3 Maths progress 
programme 
Regular topic assessments 
Assessment- AP3 

HALF TERM 3 

 

Fractions, Decimals and Percentages 
Solving Equations 
Working with fractions 
Proportionality 

Conversion 
Recurring 
Rational 
Irrational 
Direct 
Inverse 

Tasks on Hegarty Maths you 
are directed to 
KS3 Maths progress 
programme 
Regular topic assessments 
 

HALF TERM 4 

 

Angles and shapes 
Decimals 
Factors, Multiples and Primes 
Constructions of geometric shapes 

Reasoning 
Recurring 
HCF 
LCM 
Decomposition 

Tasks on Hegarty Maths you 
are directed to 
KS3 Maths progress 
programme 
Regular topic assessment 
Assessment- AP5 

HALF TERM 5 

 

Working with formulae 
Graphs and equations 
Transformations 
Geometric relationships 

Rearrange 
Plot 
Parallel 
Perpendicular 
Theorem 

Tasks on Hegarty Maths you 
are directed to 
KS3 Maths progress 
programme 
Regular topic assessments 
 

HALF TERM 6 

 

Units and scales 
Real life graphs 
Extended Project 

Convert 
Speed, Distance, Time 
Mass, Density, Volume 
Gradient 

Tasks on Hegarty Maths you 
are directed to 
KS3 Maths progress 
programme 
Regular topic assessment 
Assessment- AP6 
Extended project 
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Curriculum Overview for Students 

What are we learning in Music in Year 8? 
 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS KEY SKILLS RESOURCES TO HELP 
ME/ASSESSMENT 
DETAILS 

Half Term 1 Vocal Works/ Pop Music Singing: Performing 
Listening 
Composition/ Arranging 
Reflecting & Evaluating  

Keywords/ Pre-Learning 
 
Half Term Assessment: 
To arrange a vocal piece 
of music.  

Half Term 2 Stomp Rhythms & Pulse 
Performing 
Listening 
Composition/ Arranging 
Reflecting & Evaluating  

Keywords/ Pre-Learning 
 
Half Term Assessment: 
To compose a rhythm 
composition within a 
group ensemble.  

Half Term 3 & 4 Discovering Music Music Theory 
Performing 
Listening 
Composition/ Arranging 
Reflecting & Evaluating  

Keywords/ Pre-Learning 
 
Half Term Assessment: 
Listening assessment.    

Half Term 5 History of Western 
Classical Music 

History of music 
Performing 
Listening 
Reflecting & Evaluating  

Keywords/ Pre-Learning 
 
Half Term Assessment: 
Performing a piece of 
western classical piece of 
music.  

Half Term 6 Jazz & Blues Chords 
Performing 
Listening 
Composition/ Arranging 
Reflecting & Evaluating  

Keywords/ Pre-Learning 
 
Half Term Assessment: 
To perform a 12 bar blue 
piece of music.   
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Curriculum Overview for students 

What are we learning in Physical Education in Year 8 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS KEY SKILLS RESOURCES TO HELP 
ME/ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

HALF TERM 1 
 

Health related fitness: 
Display components of fitness such as, 
speed, power, agility, balance, 
coordination, reaction time, muscular 
strength, cardiovascular fitness, 
flexibility within various methods of 
training. 

Beats per minute 
Pulse raiser 
Stretch 
Skill related activity 
Lactic acid 
Pacing 
Breathing rate 
Agility 
Speed 
Accuracy 

Half term assessment - 
Perform different methods of 
training. 
Able to set up three fitness tests to 
measure components of fitness. 

HALF TERM 2 
 

Basketball: 
Practise Dribbling, Chest and Bounce 
pass, overhead pass, shooting in game 
situations. 

Bounce pass 
Chest pass 
Lay-up 
Dribble  
Triple threat 
BEEF 
Double dribble 
Travel 

Half term assessment -  
Practical demonstration of core 
skills. 
Competitive games with officials 
scoring. 

HALF TERM 3 
 

Badminton: 
Practise  the following core skills: Grip 
and ready position, forehand and 
backhand strokes, service, clears, drop 
shot, smash, push shot, tap shot. 

Wrist flick 
Drop shot 
Service line 
Court markings 
Officiate 
Trajectory 
Flight 

Half term assessment -  
Practical demonstration of core 
skills. 
Competitive games with officials 
scoring. 

HALF TERM 4 Life Saving: 
Identify the how to safely assess an 
individual in need and perform life 
saving techniques safely. Experience 
a range of situations where your life 
skills will be required.  

Problem Solving 
Teamwork 
Leadership 
Communication 
Cooperation 
Physical challenge 

Half term assessment -  
Practical demonstration of core 
skills. 
Knowledge and understanding of 
procedures and protocols. 

HALF TERM 5 
 

Cricket: 
Practising striking and fielding 
and applying to game 
situations. 

Fielding  
Throwing and catching 

Bowling 

Batting 

Running between wickets 

Half term assessment -  
Practical demonstration of core 
skills. 
Competitive games with officials 
scoring. 

HALF TERM 6 
 

Tennis:  
 
Introduce basic fundamentals 
of forehand and backhand 
groundstrokes and volley. 

Forehand 
Backhand 
Ready position 
Footwork 
Service 
Top spin 
Back spin /slice 
Doubles / singles 
Volley 

Half term assessment -  
Practical demonstration of core 
skills. 
Competitive games with officials 
scoring. 
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Curriculum Overview for students 

What are we learning in PRE in Year 8? 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS KEY FIGURES, 
VOCABULARY AND 
GRAMMAR 

RESOURCES TO HELP 
ME/ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

HALF TERM 1 
More 
philosophy! 

Good vs Evil 
Human purpose 

Heraclitus  
Thomas Aquinas 
 

Slide presentation can be 
found in Google classroom.  

HALF TERM 2 
Islam 
 
 

Who are they? 
Who is their God/teacher? 
A way of life? 
Beliefs in action? 
What does the Holy book say? 
Who are the recognised Leaders? 
What rules do they live by? 
The importance of prayer, pilgrimage 
and food 

You can add your 
vocabulary here: 

Slide presentation can be 
found in Google classroom.  
 
 
Assessment: Quiz on 
elements of Islam 

HALF TERM 3 
Isam 
 

Dress and symbolism 
What festivals do they celebrate? 
Is there an afterlife? 
The Creation story 
Life and death 
Key moral questions 
What does it mean being British? 
The impact on men and women 
Knowing what is right 

You can add your 
vocabulary here: 

Slide presentation can be 
found in Google classroom.  
 
Assessment: Quiz on 
elements of Islam 

HALF TERM 4 
Christianity 
 

Who are they? 
Who is their God/teacher? 
A way of life? 
Beliefs in action? 
What does the Holy book say? 
Who are the recognised Leaders? 
What rules do they live by? 
The importance of prayer, pilgrimage 
and food 

You can add your 
vocabulary here: 

Slide presentation can be 
found in Google classroom. 
 
 
 
Assessment: Quiz on 
elements of Christianity. 

HALF TERM 5 
Christianity 
 

Dress and symbolism 
What festivals do they celebrate? 
Is there an afterlife? 
The Creation story 
Life and death 
Key moral questions 
What does it mean being British? 
The impact on men and women 
Knowing what is right 

You can add your 
vocabulary here: 

Slide presentation can be 
found in Google classroom 
 
 
 
Assessment: Quiz on 
elements of Christianity. 

HALF TERM 6 
Sikhism 
 
 

Who are they? 
Who is their God/teacher? 
A way of life? 
Beliefs in action? 
What does the Holy book say? 
Who are the recognised Leaders? 
What rules do they live by? 
The importance of prayer 

You can add your 
vocabulary here: 

Slide presentation can be 
found in Google classroom 
 
 
End of year assessment on 
all elements delivered 
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Curriculum Overview for students 

What are we learning in PSHCEE in Year 8? 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS KEY FIGURES, 
VOCABULARY AND 
GRAMMAR 

RESOURCES TO HELP 
ME/ASSESSMENT 
DETAILS 

HALF TERM 1 
Safeguarding 

What is Safeguarding? 
How does it all work at RTS? 
Who are the safeguarding 
team? 
How can I be safer? 

Safeguarding 
DSL 
DDSL 
 

Slide presentation can be 
found in Google 
classroom. 
Presentation from PC 
BUsby  

HALF TERM 2 
Human 
rights/British 
Values 
 

How did human rights begin? 
What are the human rights? 
Where in the world are they 
not upheld? 
What are British Values? 
How do these values impact 
on my life? 

You can add your 
vocabulary here: 
 

Slide presentation can be 
found in Google 
classroom.  
 
 
Assessment: Google quiz 

HALF TERM 3 
Puberty 

Who am I? 
How does my existence 
influence others? 
What is happening to me right 
now? 
Can I recognise my emotions? 

You can add your 
vocabulary here: 

Slide presentation can be 
found in Google 
classroom.  
 
 

HALF TERM 4 
Drugs 
education 

What is the risk attached to 
cigarettes and Alcohol? 
 

You can add your 
vocabulary here: 

Slide presentation can be 
found in Google 
classroom. 
 
 
 

HALF TERM 5 
Think Future 

What do I want to be? 
What is the pathway to my 
future career? 
Who can I contact? 

You can add your 
vocabulary here: 

Slide presentation can be 
found in Google 
classroom 
 

HALF TERM 6 
Community 
project 

What is my community 
missing? 
What could be built there to 
benefit the community? 
 

You can add your 
vocabulary here: 

Slide presentation can be 
found in Google 
classroom 
 
presentation 
 
End of year google quiz 
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Curriculum Overview for students 

What are we learning in Science in Year 8? 

WHEN MAIN TOPICS Skills RESOURCES TO HELP 
ME/ASSESSMENT 
DETAILS 

HALF TERM 1 
Breathing, 
Digestion and 
Photosynthesis 

You will learn about plant and animals get 

their energy. This will include the structure 

of key transport systems and the chemical 

reactions which occur in each process. 

Scientific vocabulary 
Investigation 
Gathering data 
Analysis 
Evaluation 
 

Kerboodle Book 2 
Chapter 8 and 9.4 
 
End of topic test 

HALF TERM 2 
Variation, 
Reproduction 
and 
Interdependen
ce 

You will learn about the theory of evolution 
and how this has influenced our 
understanding of modern day genetics and 
biotechnology. They will build on the 
knowledge of reproduction that was 
studied in Year 7. 

Scientific vocabulary 
Research 
Analysis 
Evaluation 
Application 

Kerboodle Book 2 
Chapter 9.3 and 10 
 
End of topic test 

HALF TERM 3 
Energy and 
Waves 

You will learn how energy is involved in 
work done by machines as well as heating 
and cooling. They will build on the 
knowledge gained in Year 7 to understand 
the properties of transverse and 
longitudinal waves. 
 

Scientific vocabulary 
Investigation 
Gathering data 
Analysis 
Evaluation 
Application 

Kerboodle Book 2 
Chapter 3 and 4 
 
End of topic test 

HALF TERM 4 
Contact forces, 
Pressure and 
Magnetism 

You will learn how about the behaviours of 
magnets in real life situations as well as the 
impact that contact forces play in our 
everyday lives.  

Scientific vocabulary 
Investigation 
Gathering data 
Analysis 
Evaluation 

Kerboodle Book 2 
Chapter 1 and 2 
 
End of topic test 

HALF TERM 5 
The Periodic 
Table and 
Chemical 
Reactions 

You will learn the rules of the periodic table 
and complete a range of practical work to 
understand how properties of elements 
affect reactivity.  

Scientific vocabulary 
Investigation 
Gathering data 
Analysis 
Evaluation 
Application 

Kerboodle Book 2 
Chapter 5 and 6 
 
End of topic test 

HALF TERM 6 

Climate and 
the Earth’s 
Resources 

You will learn about the impact of climate 
change and how we are using the Earth's 
resources with both positives and negative 
effects. 

Scientific vocabulary 
Research 
Gathering data 
Analysis 
Evaluation 
Application 

Kerboodle Book 2 

Chapter 7 

 

End of topic test 

 

 

 


