
Learning Objectives
After reading this chapter, you should be able to:

1. Describe the criteria used by social scientists to examine the fairness of inequality.

2. Compare the two predominate American viewpoints about the fairness of inequality.

3. Discuss how inequality is legitimized at both the individual and institutional levels.

4. Analyze how society encourages traditional beliefs about the causes of inequality.

5. Evaluate how religion could be used to legitimize socioeconomic inequality.

