Chapter 2

Chapter summary 

Theories are very important in helping us make sense of the world around us. They are never politically neutral and or value-free. 

Globalisation is important because it challenges the key facets of international political life namely the role and purpose of states and territorial jurisdictions. 

Geopolitics can be described as having a traditional and critical form. The latter is more concerned with the role of other political actors and seeks to be sensitive to different geographical scales. 

International Relations, as a close intellectual field to geopolitics, is composed of different intellectual fields. Traditional geopolitics is similar to political realism. Both focus on the role of states, territories and the international community. 

When relating theories of geopolitics to globalisation, recognition has to be made of different forms of globalisation (strong and weak). 

Depending on one’s understanding of globalisation and geopolitics, very different sets of conclusions can be drawn regarding the nature of global politics and global political space. 

