

 

American Portrait Interviews


Background.  American Portrait is a storytelling initiative launched by PBS to mark its 50th anniversary.  With the intention of presenting the American experience through a mosaic of diverse voices, it asks the public to submit videos, photos, or written responses to a collection of evocative prompts. 





Amidst the global pandemic, American Portrait’s relevance and utility is surely greater than its creators originally envisioned. The platform serves, in large part, as a repository for the anxieties, cogitations, and realities of people surviving a plague.  Time will likely imbue all that is posted there with added significance.





Project.  This project outlines the production of three short videos (59 seconds each) to post to the American Portrait website.





Goal.  To use the provided prompts to elicit facts, opinions, and feelings that reveal something essential about an interviewee or their experience and by extension comments on our shared human condition.





Steps.  Conduct interviews with three participants as follows:





Interview #1:  Yourself.  You may know how you intend to answer the prompts, but do not script your responses. Use either your mobile device or a camera--whatever you have access to that will record sound and picture.  Tripod mount or otherwise balance the camera in a locked down close-up or medium shot in a landscape orientation and adjust lighting to complement the composition.





Interview #2:  Someone in your household. Use either your mobile device or a camera--whatever you have access to that will record sound and picture.  Tripod mount or otherwise balance the camera in a locked down close-up or medium shot in a landscape orientation and adjust lighting to complement the composition.





Interview #3:  Someone who is distant.  Choose wisely since the pool of potentials is the least limited of the three in this brief.  Seek the participation of someone who you know as forthcoming and thoughtful. Record the interview using Zoom or any video conferencing platform that accommodates recording. Ask the participant to adjust their webcam and lighting to achieve a good looking image.





Choose 5-7 of the prompts offered on the American Portrait website and formulate a line of questioning that leads to these.  As the participant responds, ask for follow-up information, probe for additional details, and push for relevant stories or anecdotes. In short, don’t let them off too easily! Instead, help them arrive at a deeper analysis and more expansive exploration of their ideas, thoughts, and feelings.














For Interviews #1 and #2, if you are motivated and able to capture additional, related imagery to include in the edited clips, and can safely record this footage, feel free to include it.





Review the collected footage and identify the strongest, most evocative responses from each person.





Choose one prompt per person and edit together their response in 59 seconds or fewer (American Portrait’s limit is one minute).  Note:  It is not necessary to cover jump cuts if you use non-sequential parts of the interview and you have not collected additional imagery to cover these cuts.





Upload your own video to the American Portrait website and walk your other interviewees through the process of uploading theirs. If they are too anxious about the prospect of sharing their story, do not pressure them to do it.





Notes:


Extended Preview:  �HYPERLINK "https://www.pbs.org/show/american-portrait/"��pbs.org/show/american-portrait�


Submission Guidelines:  �HYPERLINK "https://www.pbs.org/american-portrait/submission-guidelines"��pbs.org/american-portrait/submission-guidelines�


Prompts:  �HYPERLINK "https://www.pbs.org/american-portrait/create"��pbs.org/american-portrait/create�


Add Your Story:  �HYPERLINK "https://www.pbs.org/american-portrait/create"��pbs.org/american-portrait/create�











