Figure 1: Example of planning based on interests and areas: This example starts with 12 toddlers’ interests and schemas and information from parents. Each area of play space is planned with specific children in mind but is available to all the children. There is space for possible learning, links to frameworks, observation and evaluation.
	Children
	Observed Interests/ Schemas & Parent Information
	Area, Resources and

Play Experiences
	Possible Learning

Role Of Adult

Links To Frameworks
	Observation/ Evaluation

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Beth

Emma

Tim
	Babies

Fear of hair being washed

Dressing self 
	Water play with baby bathing and hair washing

Dressing / undressing dolls. 
Dressing up area: different shoes and jerkins
	To try role of washer/ reassurer

KP to offer support about fear and ideas for managing this. 

PSED sense of self / understanding emotions
Physical Development: self-care
	B tried being a sympathetic and grumpy hair washer. B and KP discussed what might help.  

T put boots on teddy

	
	Ethan

Charlie

Amin

Sam
	Moving house

Transporting

Charlie has been helping mum take rubbish to the dump

Tipping & filling
	Home corner

Use bike and trailer to move furniture to move the play house outside

Block play/ construction /small world: Use dolls house furniture to suggest move. 

Discovery & exploration area: High- and low-level sand trays with diggers and dumpers, conkers / pine cones etc

A range of different containers available in and outside
	Coming to terms with new home, re-enacting the move / moving large objects. 
Support children’s thinking about categories, sorting being full/ empty, too many/ room for more. Different strengths of materials 

PSED sense of self / sense of belonging/ understanding emotions

Physical Development: Moving and handling

Mathematics / Understanding the World
	“E said you don’t take toilets in the van.”  C and E imitating each other’s play 

A: Lots of talk about size, and the different bins at the dump

	
	Nieve

Megan


	Getting to know the other children / farm holiday

Animals and ‘reading’ to others
	Book corner: Stories & songs with children's own names at key group time

Read ‘Who’s on the Farm’ with them both

Possible outing to City Farm
	Recall holiday. Know and feel comfortable with children in Key group 

Animal names and names of baby animals.

PSED Social Relationships sense of belonging/ Communication / Understanding the World
	M read Oh Dear No Eggs here.’ To N

M and N interested in each others company – sit together at lunch.

	
	Nieve 

Ming 
	Shiny things, 

N’s Nan makes dance dresses with sequins-will bring one in to show

Wrapping self and things up (it’s also Chinese New Year)
	Making area: (Degradable)Glitter shakers – onto paper in trays, add glue if interested 

– use red and gold glitter and shiny paper strips for making or wearing, squares and small boxes for wrapping.
Display of a range of different dance costumes that relate to the children’s home cultures
	Finding out about shaking out of a container, mixing the glitter colours, pouring it back or making it stay with the glue. Talk about red being a lucky colour. 

Inside/outside, relative sizes

PSED Sense of self/ Sense of belonging

Physical Development: Moving and handling 

Creating with materials / expression
	New experience for some -must make this a regular activity

	
	Tasmin

Sanjay

Tim
	Journeys and leading / following

Dressing self
	Outdoors: Bike trail / Go on puddle hunt in the park.

Go vegetable shopping for stir fry for Chinese New Year lunch

Practice putting boots on and off to go out
	Enjoy and experiment with being leaders and followers. Increase steering skills. 
Using different tools for cutting /peeling

Physical Development: Moving and handling / Communication / Healthy and self-care 
	T said “going park, put coat on Anjay” Sanjay went and got coat and told me “Go park”
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