Chapter 4: Practice check:
[bookmark: _Hlk110512258][bookmark: _Hlk110512612]You can use this checklist as a tool for identifying what is working well in your setting and what you want or need to develop further in relation to supporting babies’ and young children’s developing sense of self and social identity.
	Leadership and teamwork
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Leaders of settings and practitioners develop a listening culture in the setting
	
	
	

	There are opportunities for training and team discussion about valuing diversity and anti-bias practice.
	
	
	



	Interactions and Key Person relationships
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Educators support children’s positive sense of self and belonging through using important words in each child’s home language, being knowledgeable about significant events in the child’s cultural and religious life and making sure that they value each child.
	
	
	

	Educators reflect on their interactions with different children making sure that they are avoiding bias or sending stereotyped messages. They use opportunities where children are comparing physical characteristics to positively acknowledge differences and similarities, to provide useful vocabulary and if necessary, protect an individual child’s well-being.
	
	
	



	Partnership with parents
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Parents are able to share important aspects of their home cultures with the setting and the setting integrates relevant aspects into the environment, routines and play.
	
	
	

	Practitioners and parents work closely together to identify and plan for a child’s additional needs.
	
	
	



	Care events
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Educators implement a respectful care approach in which children’s social identities are recognised and supported  
	
	
	



	Environment
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	The environment supports children’s sense of self through displays and resources that include positive images of children of all sexes, many different ethnic and cultural backgrounds and with sensory impairments and other disabilities. 
	
	
	

	The environment reflects children’s home cultures; there are familiar objects, sights, smells, tastes and textures.
	
	
	

	The layout of the room is organised to ensure it is suitable for children with sensory impairments, learning difficulties or other disabilities; i.e., the position of the furniture isn’t changed unnecessarily, that there is appropriate lighting and that resource containers are labelled with samples of the actual object as well as clear pictures and words.
	
	
	



	Play opportunities
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Stories, songs and books, small world items and mark making / collage materials all reflect the children’s socio-cultural and ethnic backgrounds and allow children to accurately represent their skin colour and hair type
	
	
	

	Play experiences are devised to be attractive to both girls and boys and are offered so that children with a physical disability can access them in the best way they can.
	
	
	




