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Practice Task 2: Approaches to working in partnership with families: part 2
Now review you approach to working with families in relation to MacNaughton and Hughes’s (2003) categories; conforming, reforming or transforming as set out in the table below. Each of these approaches, they suggest, has a particular view of the role of the educator and of what knowledge is and who has it, and therefore, each has implications for practice and problems associated with it: Can you find examples of any of these in your practice?
	 
	Conforming
	Reforming
	Transforming

	The role of the educator in this approach to working with families
	Guiding, advising and teaching parents about the ‘right’ way to care for and educate young children
	Meeting with parents to show them their child’s progress records 
	Collaborating with parents in planning and developing the provision

	The view of ‘knowledge’ in this approach
	The professional has expert knowledge
	Parent’s knowledge used as a resource for educators and parents learn from educators’ knowledge.
	Knowledge evolves from sharing ideas equally

	The implications for early childhood practice
	Educators give information and disregard parents’ knowledge
	Parents asked for contributions of materials / fund raising etc.
	The setting as a learning community
Shared decision making

	The problems with this approach
	Relationship hierarchy 
Ignores families’ cultural contexts
Undermines parents
	Parents limited to support roles
Parents knowledge is supplementary
	Requires a shift in thinking and approach
Takes time




