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Practice task 3: Does parental involvement actually mean mothers’ involvement?
Take some time to think about gender and parenting in your setting.
· In your setting, which family members have the primary responsibility for care of children? How do you know?
· Which family members pick up or drop off children in your setting? 
· In general, who do you contact first if a child is late being picked up or has an accident or is sick? In what way are these actions affected by gender?
· When a father attends a parents’ meeting or activity, how is he treated? Is it different for any mother who attends?
· When a mother does not attend a specially organised activity (e.g., community celebration, field trip, parent meeting, etc.), what kind of comments do people in the setting make about her? Are there any differences if a father does not attend?
· Overall, what differences do you notice in your setting’s expectations for mothers in comparison to fathers?
· How do your ideas of ‘fathers’ and ‘mothers’ impact on your views of the roles of lesbian or gay parents?

