Chapter 6 : Belonging and connecting in close relationships 
6.1 Key Aspect of Practice: The Key Person Approach
6.2: Key Aspect of Practice: Partnership with Parents
Practice check:
[bookmark: _Hlk110512258]You can use this checklist as a tool for identifying what is working well in your setting and what you want or need to develop further in relation to supporting babies’ and young children’s close relationships through the key person approach and effective partnerships with parents.
	Leadership and teamwork
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Leaders and managers plan and organise the setting in ways that support continuity of relationship between key persons and children and parents.
	
	
	

	Leaders support continuity of relationship between children and their key person by arranging placements and groupings that reduce the number of changes children have to make between groups.
	
	
	



	Interactions and Key Person relationships
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Educators use eye contact and an encouraging voice tone, reciprocal sounds and words, friendly facial expressions and gestures in their interactions with children. They regulate their responses in tune the child’s cues.
	
	
	

	Educators are ‘tuned in’ to the children and responds promptly and lovingly to their cries and gestures with the expressed intention of helping in the way that is most helpful to each child.
	
	
	

	Educators respond sensitively to separation anxiety and the behaviours of protest, despair and detachment in children
	
	
	

	Educators comfort distressed children through gentle holding, empathy and calm reassurance
	
	
	

	Educators share in children’s moments of joy, excitement and wonder in a manner that is mutual not intrusive or overwhelming
	
	
	

	The key person accepts the child’s need for security; providing a ‘secure base’ for key children by being physically and emotionally available, holding them when they are upset or anxious but also supporting their confident explorations.
	
	
	



	Partnership with parents
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Educators are able to respect parenting approaches that are different to their own but are also able to be clear when an approach is detrimental to a child’s well-being. 
	
	
	

	Educators are knowledgeable about their key families’ motivations and choices in relation to childcare and the impact these may have on their relationship.
	
	
	



	Care events
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	The key person approach ensures that there is consistency and continuity of experience for children in care events
	
	
	

	Educators use care events for relationship building, collaborative learning and conversation.
	
	
	

	Care events are given sufficient time for there to be slow, focused interactions, co-operation and autonomy
	
	
	



	Environment
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	There are spaces in the environments for close communications and play with 1 or 2 others
	
	
	

	Furniture encourages parents to be in the setting and allows educators and children to sit comfortably together
	
	
	



	Play opportunities
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Educators observe and plan play that supports relationship building
	
	
	

	There are many opportunities for interactive, imitation games
	
	
	

	Singing, dancing and storytelling are used as opportunities for the children to spend time enjoying closeness and a shared experience.
	
	
	






