Chapter 7.1 Key Aspect of Practice: Behaviour
Practice task 1: Everyday behaviours
Choose one of the following 3 clusters of the characteristics of toddlers and 2-year-olds:
· Fond of mobility / busy and curious / in the here and now 
· Emerging sense of self and autonomy / assertive /Practicing making choices and decisions/ immature self-control / follows own agenda / limited social skills 
· Develops fears / ritualistic / confusion / limited ability to communicate
Then list some of the behaviours that might result from toddlers and 2-year-olds with these characteristics being in a group of children of a similar age.
How would you develop your practice and provision to support their positive self-concept while working with these behaviours?
For example, some of the behaviours that might result from toddlers being in day care with these characteristics would be:
· Getting upset if saying goodbye to parent/carer isn’t done the same way as usual.
· Getting upset if routines are changed, especially sleep times or if arriving at a different time
· Wanting to sit on a particular type of chair
· Sometimes appearing to understand what is unacceptable behaviour and resist temptation but other times completely forgetting.
· Being so keen to practice their ability to make choices and decisions that they may say no to something that they want or refuse help with something they clearly cannot yet do.
· Being fascinated with the results of their actions, so standing and watching a child cry after they have taken their toy, for example.
· Distributing objects and then collecting them up again; they are not intending to share 
How educators would develop their practice and provision to support children’s positive self-concept while working with these behaviours
· Notice what the ritual/routine of each key child is
· Check it with parent/carer; be clear that staff want to be told anything that helps toddler separate.
· Write down any significant routines e.g. how child likes to go to sleep
· Think carefully if change can be avoided
· Warn children ahead if you know about a change
· Being clear about what is or isn’t a choice and creating many opportunities for children to make real choices and decisions
· Talking to children about how the child might be feeling
· Making sure there are plenty of open-ended materials and duplicates
