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Practice check:
You can use this checklist as a tool for identifying what is working well in your setting and what you want or need to develop further in relation to supporting babies’ and young children’s social relationships and behaviours.
	Leadership and teamwork
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Groups are organised with small numbers of children and age groupings allow children to benefit from their interest in younger and older children.
	
	
	

	Children’s friendships are considered and friends moved together when transitions are planned.
	
	
	

	Teams discuss which rules are necessary and which are not and identify the circumstances in which the adult might need to be flexible.
	
	
	

	Educators can explore their approach to managing difficult behaviour in support and supervision sessions.
	
	
	

	Educators review their environments, routines, expectations and interactions to identify any factors which may be prompting or aggravating a child’s behaviour.
	
	
	



	Interactions and Key Person relationships
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Educators know about the children’s friendships and plan to support them. They position, carry and hold babies in a way that supports their interactions with other children.
	
	
	

	Educators focus on enabling the children to enjoy each other’s company they give children strategies to help them to join in with a group.
	
	
	

	Educators purposefully support the social interactions of children who are in the early stages of learning English as an additional language or other additional learning needs.
	
	
	

	Educators have a balanced response to children’s transgressions; they provide a commentary on why a particular behaviour is unacceptable and make it clear that it is the behaviour that is unacceptable not the child.
	
	
	

	Educators notice and show appreciation of children’s acts of kindness and care towards others and the environment.
	
	
	

	Expectations are communicated simply, directly and clearly enough for all children to understand
	
	
	

	Requests are positive; emphasising what children can do and suggesting alternatives to what educators don’t want them to do
	
	
	



	Partnership with parents
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	The setting’s approach to managing children’s behaviour is developed in partnership with parents
	
	
	

	Educators and parents agree a strategy to support a child who is repeatedly showing difficult behaviour.
	
	
	



	Care events
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Social interactions and conversations between children at the meal table are encouraged; children are able to sit with a friend if they choose.
	
	
	

	Children can rest or sleep as they need, water is available to drink throughout the day and regular healthy and familiar snacks and meals are provided.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	Environment
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	There is enough space for children to move freely around each other, the furniture and equipment.
	
	
	

	There are smaller, enclosed spaces for children to be quiet and away from others, to play both alone and with 1 or 2 others.
	
	
	

	Children have free access to the outside
	
	
	

	There is equipment and resources that can be used by more than one child. 
	
	
	

	Duplicates or multiples of popular play items are provided to reduce the need for toddlers to wait or share.
	
	
	



	Play opportunities
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Educators actively participate in and model social interactions in play; offering suggestions and useful language to help children express their wants, needs and ideas to each other. 
	
	
	

	Educators plan for friends’ shared play interests.
	
	
	

	Play experiences and resources allow children to use them according to whether they wish to play alone, alongside or collaboratively with a friend.
	
	
	





