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Chapter 8.1 of the Handbook focuses on how educators can support babies’ and young children’s creative and communicative expressions through stories, song and music. 
Communicative musicality runs through all aspects of babies and young children’s play, development and learning. To explore this further undertake the following observation task.
Practice task 1: Observation
Observe a baby or young toddler at play. Can you see and hear the communicative musicality in their vocalisations and movements; the rhythms, intonations, repetitions, call and responses?

Practice task 2: Research
Singing to and with children is a strong tradition in the care and education of babies and young children both at home and in settings and many of the rhymes and songs we use today have roots in traditional rhymes from the past: Research a song you use with the children that has its roots in an old nursery rhyme. 
· How much have the tune or words changed?
· Is it still relevant and meaningful to the children’s current lives and experiences?
· How might you adapt it?

After you have read chapter 8.1 undertake an evaluation of your stories, songs and music
Practice task 3: Evaluate a song or story
Select a song or story used in your setting and evaluate it according to the following criteria: 
· Does it include actions and movement? Whole body or parts?
· Are the suggested actions a good match to these children’s physical development?
· Is there a strong pattern of in the language and tune, with repetition and rhythm?
· Is it relevant to these children’s lives and experiences?
· How closely does it match these children’s symbolic understanding? Are the illustrations real or cartoon-like? Is the script factual and real or imagined and fantastical?
Practice check:
You can use the checklist template provided as a tool for identifying what is working well in your setting and what you want or need to develop further in relation to supporting babies’ and young children’s communication and language.

