[bookmark: _Hlk123830690][bookmark: _Hlk110512258]Chapter 8: Belonging, connecting and communicating
Chapter 8.1: Key Aspect of Practice: Stories, Songs and Music 
Practice check:
You can use this checklist as a tool for identifying what is working well in your setting and what you want or need to develop further in relation to supporting babies’ and young children’s communication and language.
	Leadership and teamwork
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Educators who speak community languages are employed and there is an understanding of the importance and value of bilingualism, which enables staff to feel confident about using their language skills.
	
	
	

	The smaller size of groups enables clear communication to take place.
	
	
	

	Educators have time to observe and discuss how children’s language is developing and how they are supporting all aspects of the children’s communications.
	
	
	



	Interactions and Key Person relationships
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Key persons are tuned into their key children’s verbal and non-verbal language and spend time with their key children in close communication.
	
	
	

	Educators pay attention to children’s verbal and non-verbal communications, listening to key words they say and also using their knowledge of the context of the conversation the child converse.
	
	
	

	Educators use a range of verbal and non-verbal communications to support children’s understanding; including gestures, expressive facial movements, props and signing.
	
	
	

	Educators communicate by echoing children’s vocalisations and gestures and verbalising the feelings/intentions children may have, pausing for their ‘replies’. 
	
	
	

	Educators are knowledgeable and skilful in reading / telling stories and are confident in singing and moving to music with children.
	
	
	

	Educators are tuned in to children’s responses when singing and telling stories and take their lead from the child.
	
	
	

	Educators use gestures and signs such as Makaton or BSL sign language to support singing and stories for all children
	
	
	



	Partnership with parents
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	The key person and parents learn from and teach each other the meaning and context of frequently repeated phrases and words a child uses and what things trigger these phrases.
	
	
	

	Educators learn key words in children’s home languages and use these to support babies’ and young children’s understanding, particularly during care events.
	
	
	

	Educators are knowledgeable about the stories, songs and music children experience from home, so singing and action songs and books include children’s home languages and dialects.
	
	
	



	Care events
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Key Persons use serve-receive-return conversations during care events.
	
	
	

	Bathroom and mealtime routines are carried out with individual or very small groups of children in order to facilitate conversations about the process of washing, eating, body parts or other topics.
	
	
	

	Music, songs or lullabies from home are used to help children to settle during transitions
	
	
	



	Environment
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	There are pictures and signs in relevant languages that give children and parents clear directions around the setting
	
	
	

	There is sufficient space for babies and young children to move freely to different types of music.
	
	
	

	There is a wide and varied range of resources available that support storytelling, singing and listening and moving to music
	
	
	

	Music and story resources are stored in a way that enables children to access and use them easily and safely
	
	
	



	Play opportunities
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Key aspects of language learning are identified in plans for play experiences
	
	
	

	Educators engage in interactive games and spontaneous play with language; using nonsense words, funny vocal sounds, rhyme and rhythm
	
	
	

	Educators provide supportive language that is useful to the children’s play.
	
	
	

	Educators support the social communications of children who are in the early stages of learning English as an additional language or have additional learning needs. 
	
	
	

	Favourite books, photo albums, dual language books and books that reflect all children’s backgrounds are freely available. 
	
	
	

	Singing, dancing and telling stories are spontaneous events and take place in 1:1 or very small groups. 
	
	
	

	Educators sing familiar songs, rhymes and lullabies to babies and young children and use story and song props to support understanding. 
	
	
	



