Chapter 8: Belonging, connecting and communicating 
Workbook
Introduction
Chapter 8 of the handbook looks at how babies and young children communicate and develop language. It emphasises the holistic nature of communication and language and how important it is that educators understand how verbal spoken language is built on the many different forms of communication used by babies and young children. It also highlights that it is the functions of language that make it meaningful in children’s lives, so the social and cultural contexts of children’s communications are important. 
Reflection point 1: The functions of communication and language
Think back over the day and identify instances when you;
· Asked for something you wanted or needed
· Told somebody what to do
· Greeted someone
· Were asked to do something for someone else
· Told another person what you thought about something
· Asked a question about something you didn’t know
· Told someone how you were feeling
· Answered a question
· Made a phone call
· Explained something 
· Told a story 
· Understood a non-verbal interaction
Each of these are linked to Halliday’s 7 Functions of Talk (1978). Can you link your answers to them?
1. Instrumental – being able to satisfy our needs and desires
2. Regulatory – being able to control or be controlled
3. Interactional - to establish and maintain contact
4. Personal - to express ideas and thoughts
5. Educational - to find things out
6. Imaginative -to create worlds
7. Representational - to inform
From this we can see how communication and language help us to:
· Get our needs met and meet the needs of others
· Understand people and events through being able to between the here and now and the past or the future in our thoughts.
· Develop our ideas and thoughts
· Express and communicate personal ideas and feelings
· Express creative and imaginative thoughts and ideas
· Plan and organise our lives
· Connect with other people
· Learn

The idea of the functionality of language is also incorporated into the Communicating Matters guidance (DfES 2005) and you can think further about how the document divides receptive and expressive language into strands, by reading the notes here.
[bookmark: _Hlk124858402]Further thinking: Strands of expressive and receptive language
The Communicating Matters guidance (DfES 2005) incorporate receptive and expressive language into broad strands
· Knowing and using sounds and signs: Having the ability to recognise, comprehend and produce the distinct sounds used for oral language or to recognise, comprehend and produce the individual signs and symbols of alternative modes of communication. For example, being able to hear differences between individual sounds in words and being able to articulate both individual sounds and to combine them into longer sequences of sound.
· Knowing and using words: Having the ability to recognise, comprehend and produce the particular units of language that carry meanings distinct from other words or phrases. For example, being able to use words and phrases and recognise that they refer to objects, ideas and concepts.
· Structuring language: Having the ability to recognise, comprehend and produce longer units of language that are organised in a systematic way. For example, to be able to combine words into phrases and sentences in ways which acknowledge the general rules and conventions of the language.
· Making language work: Having the ability to recognise, understand and produce language appropriate for a range of different social interactions, recognising social conventions and their variations, and combining different modes of communication for full effect.
Each of these strands is important but it is the last one ‘Making language work’ that is the essence of communication and which is fundamentally important in conversation with others.

When exploring how language develops, it is useful for educators to understand the terms used in relation to the different parts of language. So, here is a list of definitions for your information.
Further thinking: The components of language
When exploring how communication and language develop, it is useful for educators to understand the terms used in relation to the different parts of language. Shaffer and Kipp (2010) identify the following different components:
· Phonology: The sounds of the language (phonemes). Being able to hear the different sounds of their language enables children to discriminate between words and meanings and also between different languages. 
· Morphology: When added at the end or the beginning of a word, a morpheme can determine the meaning of a word or the tense.  For example, help (verb) and helper (noun) – here the morpheme er has changed the meaning of the word help; this is a part of…  
· Semantics: This is the rules governing the formation words by using different sounds, thereby giving words their meaning. This gives us our…
· Vocabulary: Also known as the lexicon it is the words that make up the language.  
· Syntax: The grammatical structure of a language or how it works; the particular way each language is ordered. For example, ‘buy asked some Samantha to sweets at shop the me’.  Each sound is correct, each word is correct, the morphemes are correct, however, the structure is incorrect in English and would cause confusion.
· Pragmatics is related to the use of language in appropriate social contexts, including intonation and articulation. According to Shaffer and Kipp (2010) pragmatics involves socio-linguistic knowledge.  For example, in the English language it may be more socially acceptable if one says ‘may I please…or could I please…’ instead of ‘give me …I want it etc.’  
· Intonation: Is the way the sounds of the voice go up and down and conveys the mood of the words such as questioning, angry, pleased or upset. Sign language also conveys meaning in the way the gestures are made. In many languages it is the intonation used that can determine whether the person is using the culturally appropriate way of speaking.  
· Articulation: How words are spoken or pronounced in order to be understood

[bookmark: _Hlk124858837]Chapter 8 not only looks at how this aspect of development is integral to social interactions and cognitive development but suggests that communication is essential to creative expression too, which is explored in the key aspect of practice ‘Stories, songs and music’. You can think further about this aspect by watching a video of Professor Colwyn Trevarthen discuss relationships, communication, language and musicality by following the link below.
Further thinking: Watch Professor Colwyn Trevarthen discuss relationships, communication, language and musicality here: http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/learningandteaching/earlylearningandchildcare/prebirthtothree/nationalguidance/conversations/colwyntrevarthen.asp

At the end and after you have read the chapter, you can check your understanding by completing the quiz.
Further thinking: Check your understanding quiz
· What is the difference between verbal and non-verbal communication?
· What is the difference between verbal communication and language?
· Who developed the idea of a ‘Learning Acquisition Device’ and who developed the idea of a ‘Language Acquisition Support System’. What is the difference?
· Who developed the idea of ‘proto-conversations and what are they?
· What is the difference between receptive language and expressive language?
· What is the difference between simultaneous or subsequent second language acquisition?
· Identify a benefit of being bi-lingual or multi-lingual
· What factors would you consider when you are concerned about a child’s language development?
Practice check:
You can use the checklist template provided as a tool for identifying what is working well in your setting and what you want or need to develop further in relation to supporting babies’ and young children’s communication and language.

