Chapter 10: Making connections through being curious, thinking, and understanding. 
Chapter 10.1: Key Aspect of Practice: Environment

[bookmark: _Hlk110512258]Practice check:
You can use this checklist as a tool for identifying what is working well in your setting and what you want or need to develop further in relation to supporting babies’ and young children’s cognitive understanding, positive learning dispositions and creating positive environments.
	Leadership and teamwork
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	
	
	
	

	Age groupings of children allow them to benefit from their interest in younger and older children.
	
	
	

	Educators work together to share observations and plan experiences for individual and small groups of children that are well-matched to their interests and abilities.
	
	
	



	Interactions and Key Person relationships
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Each key person observes their key children closely and analyses the observations in order to better understand children’s interests, learning dispositions and ways of thinking.
	
	
	

	Educators are involved in the children’s play according to the child’s needs and context, following their lead and building on their skills and knowledge in the context of their play.
	
	
	

	Educators share in the children’s delight at their discoveries, appreciate their achievements and empathise with their frustrations, acknowledging children’s efforts not just their successes.
	
	
	

	Educators use their attentive presence to be alert to when shared thinking may help a child make connections between events, experiences or ideas.
	
	
	



	Partnership with parents
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Parents and educators share daily information about the children’s experiences at home and in the setting so that they can recall and talk meaningfully with the child about their day.
	
	
	

	Parents and educators meet together regularly to share observations of children’s sensory awareness, play interests and preoccupations at home and in the setting.
	
	
	



	Care events
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Care events are recognised as interesting learning activities for babies and young children, so plenty of time is allowed for this. 
	
	
	

	Care events are respectful of each child’s sensory responses and needs; recognising that each child has an individual response to sensory information.
	
	
	

	Self-care activities such as washing, dressing and eating are identified as important learning activities for children and constitute a key part of curriculum planning.
	
	
	

	There is a regular flow to the day that helps babies and young children to be able to predict and take an active part in events.
	
	
	



	Environment
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	The environment is decorated with pictures and objects that reflect babies’ and young children’s current interests and experiences and displays that help them to recall and think about people, places and events they have recently encountered.
	
	
	

	The environment is largely predictable, so babies and toddlers can form mental maps and make independent choices and decisions because they know their way around and where things are.
	
	
	

	Indoor and outdoor areas are calm as well as stimulating with resources that are made from a range of natural materials with various sensory properties. 
	
	
	

	Group rooms are decorated in calm colours and have fabrics, carpets and soft furnishings that provide a comfortable and comforting home-like atmosphere.
	
	
	

	The environment is organised to ensure children with additional needs have access to the opportunities and resources available. 
	
	
	

	The setting reflects children’s cultural and linguistic backgrounds and of those of the wider community are reflected in displays and resources. 
	
	
	



	Play opportunities
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Play experiences and resources are stimulating to babies’ and young children’s senses. They have opportunities to actively explore a wide range of textures, sounds, tastes and smells with their whole bodies and to explore objects and pictures that are both moving and still and have varying degrees of contrast, colour and detail.
Play opportunities are fun and allow children to take risks and make mistakes.
	
	
	

	The environment is planned according to observations of individual babies’ or toddlers’ current interests and skills they are exploring.
	
	
	

	Children have many opportunities for sensory exploration of the natural world. 
	
	
	

	Play opportunities and resources offer sufficient (but not too much) challenge and support thinking about cause and effect, categorisation and problem-solving.
	
	
	




