Chapter 11: Making connections through creating and imagining
Practice Task 2: Thinking about HOW you present a play opportunity: Cornflour
The following examples show two different ways of presenting the same play activity. Compare the two methods and evaluate according to the criteria below.
Cornflour 1:
An educator mixes a tray of cornflour and water to a gooey consistency; she also puts out some spoons. Interested children are asked to wear aprons if they want to play, and they are sat at the table. The educator stays at the table to support children, to ensure they share the tray fairly and to direct children to the bathroom when they have finished. 
Cornflour 2:
Interested children and an educator gather around the table, each child has a shallow tray (stuck to the table for the youngest). The educator assists the children in spooning dry cornflour on to their tray including her own. They encourage the children to feel the cornflour by doing so themselves and talking about how it feels. When interest in exploring the texture and consistency of this begins to wane, each child is given a very small container (such as a bottle top) of water to tip on to their cornflour and the educator models how to mix it with their fingers. The educator helps the children to refill their bottle tops as required. When there is a nice gooey consistency, the educator and the children explore how the mixture can be squeezed dry, how it drips when released and how patterns can be made etc. as and when the children begin to lose interest in this, the educator offers small dropper bottles of colouring for the children to choose to sprinkle into their mixture if they wish and/or continue to mix in with their fingers. 
For the child who is worried about touching the cornflour, a tool is offered for them to stir it. A bowl of water and a cloth is next to the educator for children to clean up when they have finished.
Evaluation criteria: For each scenario, note down:
1. How many different sensory experiences the children encounter
2. What discoveries the children might make in their explorations
3. Any new skills the children may have learnt
4. The way in which children were able to express feelings and use their creative thinking
5. The ways in which children’s social development and peer play were supported
6. The ways in which children’s autonomy and self-confidence was fostered
7. What new vocabulary might have been heard
Now devise another experience that will enable the creativity of a child between 18 and 30 months old to flourish. Describe the materials you will use, how you will present them and what your role will be. If you have the opportunity, try this out make a note of what happened and evaluate the experience as above.

