Chapter 11: Making connections through creating and imagining
Workbook
Introduction
Chapter 11 of the handbook focuses on babies and young children’s creative expressions and how they come to represent their ideas and feelings in a range of ways.                  
Mark making is just one way in which children might express themselves creatively and what is significant about this for 0–3-year-olds is that it is closely connected to movement. As John Matthews says; ‘Mark making has a special significance in the infant’s life. In no other situation is a trace made of body action.’ (Matthews 2003). By undertaking the observation task suggested here, you can think further about how you provide for early mark making

[bookmark: _Hlk124680763]Practice task 1: Providing for mark making: 
Observe a child:
· Painting on paper on the floor
· Painting with water on a wall
· Playing with sticks in the sand
· Using charcoal on paper on a table
· Using chalk on walls and other surfaces outdoors
· Using felt pens 
What do you think they might discover about mark making in these different experiences?
You may have included ideas such as:
· How liquids and solids behave differently
· Marks disappear as water evaporates
· Paints run down on an angled surface but not on a flat one
· Sticks leave a mark in the sand but not on paper
· Charcoal doesn’t leave a mark on sand but on paper it leaves a smudgy mark
· Chalk and felt tips come in different colours – charcoal is always black

Educators should provide a wide range of resources, substances and materials that can be explored and incorporated into children’s pretend and imaginative play. Here is a suggested list of materials. 
[bookmark: _Hlk124680871]Resources, substances and materials that children can explore and incorporate into their pretend and imaginative play, this may include:
· Dry substances and materials: Rice, lentils, oats, dough, (unless the setting ethos does not use food for play) pieces of shiny, dull, textured and smooth fabric and paper.
· Wet substances and materials: Plain water, ice cubes, coloured water, clay, mud, paste, soap suds
· Both wet & dry: Sand, paint, flour, cornflour, jelly and other foods (if acceptable) 
· Loose parts: conkers, cotton reels, corks, cogs and rods
· Tools: Domestic as well as nursery paint brushes and rollers of different sizes, nail and scrubbing brushes, shaving brushes, sticks, feathers, straws, spreaders, various spoons, string, rope, ribbons, chain lengths, chubby wax crayons, chubby chalks, thick felt tips, thick pencils, charcoal
· Containers: wide bottomed buckets and containers – both domestic and sand pit type, film canister cases with lids, squeezy bottles, hose pipes, watering cans 
· Items that leave a pattern/shape such as wellington boots, balls, wheeled toys, corks and cotton reels,  
· Surfaces: Outdoor walls, paving stones, fences, trees, clear surfaces, baby height paper covered screens, wallpaper, bubble wrap, fabric, netting, corrugated cardboard, plastic contact roll fastened sticky side out taped to the floor or wall, large cardboard boxes.
[bookmark: _Hlk124866542]All substances and materials should be checked for allergies, safety and for the acceptability of using food items in play. 

[bookmark: _Hlk124866681][bookmark: _Hlk124680973]I emphasise throughout that it is HOW you present activities that is important for whether or not they support children’s creative thinking.
[bookmark: _Hlk124866699][bookmark: _Hlk124681509]Practice Task 1: Thinking about HOW you present a play opportunity: Cornflour
The following examples show two different ways of presenting the same play activity. Compare the two methods and evaluate according to the criteria below.
Cornflour 1:
An educator mixes a tray of cornflour and water to a gooey consistency; she also puts out some spoons. Interested children are asked to wear aprons if they want to play, and they are sat at the table. The educator stays at the table to support children, to ensure they share the tray fairly and to direct children to the bathroom when they have finished. 
Cornflour 2:
Interested children and an educator gather around the table, each child has a shallow tray (stuck to the table for the youngest). The educator assists the children in spooning dry cornflour on to their tray including her own. They encourage the children to feel the cornflour by doing so themselves and talking about how it feels. When interest in exploring the texture and consistency of this begins to wane, each child is given a very small container (such as a bottle top) of water to tip on to their cornflour and the educator models how to mix it with their fingers. The educator helps the children to refill their bottle tops as required. When there is a nice gooey consistency, the educator and the children explore how the mixture can be squeezed dry, how it drips when released and how patterns can be made etc. as and when the children begin to lose interest in this, the educator offers small dropper bottles of colouring for the children to choose to sprinkle into their mixture if they wish and/or continue to mix in with their fingers. 
For the child who is worried about touching the cornflour, a tool is offered for them to stir it. A bowl of water and a cloth is next to the educator for children to clean up when they have finished.
Evaluation criteria: For each scenario, note down:
1. How many different sensory experiences the children encounter
2. What discoveries the children might make in their explorations
3. Any new skills the children may have learnt
4. The way in which children were able to express feelings and use their creative thinking
5. The ways in which children’s social development and peer play were supported
6. The ways in which children’s autonomy and self-confidence was fostered
7. What new vocabulary might have been heard
Now devise another experience that will enable the creativity of a child between 18 and 30 months old to flourish. Describe the materials you will use, how you will present them and what your role will be. If you have the opportunity, try this out make a note of what happened and evaluate the experience as above.

Practice check:
You can use the checklist template provided as a tool for identifying what is working well in your setting and what you want or need to develop further in relation to supporting babies’ and young children’s creativity and imagination. 

