Chapter 11: Making connections through creating and imagining
[bookmark: _Hlk110512258]Practice check:
You can use this checklist as a tool for identifying what is working well in your setting and what you want or need to develop further in relation to supporting babies’ and young children’s creativity and imagination. 
	Leadership and teamwork
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Suitable devices are available to record and print children’s activities.
	
	
	

	There is a budget and extra help available to facilitate outings and visits
	
	
	

	Educators meet to discuss their observations of children’s creative play and representations
	
	
	

	There is time for educators to organise and change displays of events, experiences and children’s representations.
	
	
	



	Interactions and Key Person relationships
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Key persons observe how their key children use materials and plan further opportunities to practise skills and explore their ideas in different ways. 
	
	
	

	Educators are attentive to a child’s creative explorations, providing assistance in a way that does not disrupt the child’s flow of thinking and through their unobtrusive support, gives the child the emotional security to experiment.
	
	
	

	Educators value a child’s unique ways of representing the world and respect their representations by displaying them with care.
	
	
	

	Educators understand that children often describe their representations in relation to the nature of the actions they used to create it.
	
	
	



	Partnership with parents
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Parents and educators improve their understanding of the child’s representations through regular communication about their recent experiences and interests.
	
	
	

	Parents and educators collect and share examples of the children’s interests and schemas and share ideas about how to enable babies and toddlers to explore their interests or schemas further.
	
	
	



	Care events
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Key Persons take notice of the creative thoughts and imaginative links children make during care events.
	
	
	



	Environment
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	The environment is decorated with displays of the children’s creations and photographs of their activities and with examples of adults’ creativity that reflect a range of cultures. 
	
	
	

	The outdoor environment is rich with natural phenomena like plants, insects, stones and mud and includes a variety of natural obstacles, surfaces and structures. 
	
	
	

	Tools for mark-making, gluing and so on are closely matched to the manipulative skills of babies and young children. 
	
	
	

	There are large amounts of open-ended resources so that children can use their imaginations and realistic objects that reflect children’s actual experiences and home contexts.
	
	
	

	Toys that can only be used one way are kept to a minimum.
	
	
	



	Play opportunities
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	There are regular opportunities for the children to use imagination and creativity in movement, singing and music making. 
	
	
	

	Children’s play is allowed to develop according to the children’s imagination and creativity; for example, transporting and combining materials is supported by the educators.
	
	
	

	There are opportunities for outings and visitors where babies and young children can see adults and older children being imaginative and creative.
	
	
	

	Opportunities for creative thinking and expression are planned to be closely matched to children’s physical development in their arms, wrists and fingers. 
	
	
	




