Chapter 12: Making connections through play 
Practice Task 2: Further thinking about Treasure Basket 
Using different coloured highlighter pens, use one colour for a particular property and highlight each of the objects listed with the colour(s) that relate to it, i.e., blue for smell, orange for length, pink for hollow etc. 
Which objects have a wide range of properties and which ones have fewer?
Which objects have similar properties? How are they connected? And which have opposite properties?
You might then also use this approach to assess the diversity of properties afforded by the other play resources in your setting.
List of suggested Items for the Treasure Basket 
None of these objects are plastic, none are bought 'toys', and most are in everyday use by adults. The purpose of this collection is to offer maximum interest through touching different textures and materials, shapes, weights and temperatures and through smelling a variety of scents; tasting different tastes and hearing sounds such as ringing, tinkling, banging and scrunching.
	Natural Objects

	Fir cones of different sizes 
Big feathers 	
Avocado pips 
Large pebbles	
Pumice stone 	
	Shells 
Large corks	
Dried gourds
A lemon / lime / orange

	Objects made of natural materials

	Woollen ball 	  
Small raffia mat
Piece of loofah
Cane bag handles
Little baskets
	Small shoe brush
Shaving brush
Wooden nail brush
House painting brush 	  


	Wooden Objects

	Small drum 
Bamboo whistle 
Castanets
Cotton reel
Clothes pegs -two types 
Coloured beads on string 
Wooden spoons – different lengths 
	Small boxes
Wooden cylinder 
Rattle - various types 
Wooden cubes
Egg cup 
Napkin ring 	
Curtain rings

	Metal Objects

	Spoons - various sizes
Egg / balloon whisk 
Bunch of keys
Lemon squeezer
Tin lids: all types 	
Metal beaker
Garlic crusher 		
Bottle brush
Small funnel 	
Lengths of chain
	Small tin with smooth rim 
Sealed tins: containing rice, beans, gravel, etc.
Metal egg cup 
Tea infuser / strainer 
A triangle
Bicycle bell
Bunch of bells 
Whistle

	Leather, Fabric, Rubber Objects

	Puppy 'bone' or 'ring'	
Satin or velvet ribbon
Velvet powder puff
Leather purse
Leather spectacle case 
Small rag doll	
Small teddy bear
Bath plug with chain	
	Tennis ball	
Golf ball
Coloured marble eggs
Bean bag 
Small cloth bags containing: lavender, rosemary, thyme, cloves


	Paper items
	Paper – different textures and types
Cardboard.	
Little notebook with spiral rings 
	Cardboard tubes 	 
Small cardboard boxes




