Chapter 12: Making connections through play 
Practice Task 3: Further thinking about Heuristic Play
Select 6 items; 1 from each of the categories below and make a list of all the different things a child might do with it. If you have any of these items, you can experiment with what you can do with it too.
Which objects can you do the most different things with?
You might then also use this approach to assess the other play resources in your setting.
Suggested list of materials for a Heuristic Play collection
	Different types of containers

	Cardboard boxes	
Large tins 
Slide boxes	
Biscuit tins
Infant formular tins
	Wooden boxes
Baskets
Metal or wooden bowls
Plastic bottles		
Egg boxes	

	Objects that roll

	Woollen pom-poms          Electric cable spools	
Ping-pong balls	
	Tubes                             Cotton reels                      
Hair rollers

	Natural Objects

	Fir cones of different sizes 	
Avocado pips 
Large chestnuts
	Shells 
Large corks	
Big feathers

	Wooden Objects

	Cotton reels
Laundry pegs 
Wooden doorknobs 
Kitchen roll holder 
Large buttons
	Small boxes
Napkin ring 	
Curtain rings
Tongue depressors        

	Metal Objects

	Bunches of keys
Tin lids: all types 	
Lengths of chain
	Metal bowls – different sizes
Small tins with smooth rims 
Cheap bracelets

	Leather, Fabric, Rubber Objects
	Assorted ribbons 
Small leather or fabric purses
	Bean bags 
Rubber doorstops




