Chapter 12: Making connections through play 
[bookmark: _Hlk107585574]Checklist for planning or evaluating play opportunities / activity / learning areas: Who, How, Where and What?
	WHO

	How does this activity / these resources relate to these children’s interests?
	

	Are you planning for a specific group of children or will the activity be accessed by all the children?
	

	How does it match the children’s developmental abilities?
	

	How does this play opportunity incorporate the children’s home cultures?
	

	How will you develop this play opportunity so that all children can access it if they wish to: Girls and boys, children with additional needs or with English as an additional language?
	

	Which educators will be involved?
	

	How can parents / carers contribute / be involved?
	



	HOW 

	What is the balance between the adult / child leading in this activity? Will that change?
	25:75
	40:60
	50:50
	60:40
	75:25

	How will you scaffold the play so that children can be as autonomous as possible?
	

	How will you make this an opportunity for children to be creative, find their own ways to represent and develop their ideas? 
	

	How will you ensure that children can play and explore with materials, focussing on the process rather than the need to produce a product?
	

	How will this play opportunity support children’s social play?
	

	What values and attitudes are you demonstrating through how you are offering this play opportunity? What will children learn about what you value / think is important in life?
	

	Is it safe enough? Are there any risk factors to consider?
	

	What might be a linked activity?
	



	WHERE
	

	Is this play opportunity going to be accessible indoors / outdoors or both?
	

	Does this activity need to be carried out in a quiet area to minimise interruption / distraction?
	

	Floor based / table top or moving around?
	



	WHAT

	What materials and resources / equipment are needed?
	

	Are additional support resources accessible for the children to select from?
	

	Will familiar resources and equipment be available for children to continue with ideas and practice skills?
	

	What new resources will you introduce to extend ideas and skills?
	

	Are the resources open-ended so they can be used and combined in a variety of ways and therefore used by a wide age range of children? 
	



	WHEN

	How long will you make this play opportunity available for?
	



	IS IT MEANINGFUL, INTERESTING AND ENJOYABLE?





