Chapter 12: Making connections through play. 
[bookmark: _Hlk110512258]Chapter 12.1: Key Aspect of Practice: Play
Practice check:
You can use this checklist as a tool for identifying what is working well in your setting and what you want or need to develop further in relation to supporting babies’ and young children’s play.
	Leadership and teamwork
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Leaders and teams engage in training and professional development to extend their knowledge and understanding of all aspects of play, including schemas.
	
	
	



	Interactions and Key Person relationships
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Play experiences are the focus of the key person’s attention, spending time playing, and interacting with the children, rather than on domestic or administrative tasks.
	
	
	

	Educators know when to be actively involved in children’s play, when to model skills and when to sit back and act as a secure base.
	
	
	

	Educators follow children’s lead in their play; building on their skills and knowledge in the context of their play.
	
	
	

	Educators share in children’s delight at their discoveries, appreciate their achievements and empathise with their frustrations.
	
	
	

	Educators remain ‘anchored’ in the play area for long periods of time, providing a secure base from which the children can go off and explore and return to for reassurance.
	
	
	

	Although they stay alert to risks, educators do not allow unnecessary restrictions to inhibit children’s play.
	
	
	

	Educators focus on the process of children’s activity, not emphasising an end product or goal.
	
	
	



	Partnership with parents
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	Parents and educators improve their understanding of each child’s play through regular communication, sharing observations and ideas.
	
	
	

	Children are supported in developing play centred on the objects they bring from home, as these also help children to make transitions and experience continuity.
	
	
	



	Care events
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	There are opportunities for children to re-create their experiences of care events through play
	
	
	

	Although predictability in the day is important, there is also flexibility to enable young children to develop their play.
	
	
	



	Environment
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	The play environment supports the particular approaches to play of 0–3-year-olds and their schematic interests
	
	
	

	Children spend a lot of time playing outside
	
	
	



	Play opportunities
	What works
	Dilemmas / challenges
	What to change / develop

	There is a balance between new experiences that extend children’s interests and stimulate their curiosity and familiar experiences that are predictable and allow the children to practise their skills and ideas.
	
	
	

	Play opportunities are frequently repeated so babies and young children become familiar with resources, have time to practise newly acquired skills and may then go on to incorporate them into their pretend play.
	
	
	

	Play experiences and resources are stimulating to all of babies’ and young children’s senses and support free movement.
Play opportunities are relevant and meaningful to the children and allow them to develop and direct their play according to their particular ideas and interests.  
	
	
	

	An equally challenging and interesting range of play opportunities are adapted for children with additional needs. 
	
	
	

	Play opportunities are open-ended to allow each child to explore materials or ideas in the way that is interesting to them at that time.
	
	
	






