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This Instructor’s Guide offers you an overview of the 20th edition of American Education by acclaimed author Joel Spring, helping you 
to discover how the book meets your needs as a course leader. Featuring current information and challenging perspectives on the 
latest issues and forces shaping the American educational system—with scholarship that is often cited as a primary source, Joel Spring 
introduces readers to the historical, political, social, and legal foundations of education and to the profession of teaching in the United 
States. In his signature straightforward, concise approach to describing complex issues, he illuminates events and topics that are often 
overlooked or whitewashed, giving students the opportunity to engage in critical thinking about education. Students come away 
informed on the latest topics, issues, and data and with a strong knowledge of the forces shaping the American educational system. In 
addition to a works cited page, each chapter concludes with suggested readings. 
 
Should you decide to adopt the book as core reading for your course, this guide will also aid you in mapping the book to each subject 
that your class covers. 
 

Chapter 

Number 

Chapter Title Chapter Summary / Topic Covered Chapter Discussion Questions 

1 Pandemic and the 

Goals of Schooling 

 

• The effect of the pandemic on the goals and history of 
U.S. public schools 

• Debates about the political goals of public schools 

• Historical goals of schooling 

• Protected or prepared childhood 

• Political goals of schooling  

• Pledge of allegiance controversy 

• The 2020 debate over American history: 1771 versus 
1619 

• Censorship and American political values 

• Educational goals in the 2020 election 

• Education goals are controversial 

• Should schools teach political values and patriotism? 

• Courts and political values 

• The fruits of political education 
 
 

• Should there be a consensus of political values in the 
United States and should public schools develop that 
consensus? 

• Should the public schools develop emotional or 
patriotic attachments to symbols of the state through 
the use of songs, literature, and history? 

• Should the purpose of teaching history be the 
development of patriotic feelings? 

• Does the teaching of patriotism in schools 
throughout the world increase the potential for 
international conflict? 

• Who or what government agency should determine 
the political values taught in public schools? 

 

https://www.routledge.com/American-Education/Spring/p/book/9780367553869
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2 The Social Goals of 
Schooling 

• Religion, moral instruction, social control and school 
prayer  

• U.S. Department of Education guidelines for school 
prayer and religious texts 

• Moral values and sex education 

• School values: LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and questioning sexual orientation) 

• School crime: student violence, bullying and 
cyberbullying 

• Promoting national health: nutrition and school lunch 
programs; and promoting national health: drug and 
alcohol abuse 

• What are legitimate areas of social concern for public 
schools? 

• Should public schools attempt to solve social 
problems, such as the AIDS and COVID-19 epidemics, 
the destructive use of drugs and alcohol, teenage 
pregnancy, and rising crime rates? 

• What government agency, organization, or group of 
individuals should decide the moral values to be 
taught in public schools? 

 

3 Education and 
Equality of 
Opportunity 

• Schools and equality of opportunity 

• Models of equality of opportunity 

• Education and income 

• Are schools contributing to the rich getting richer and 
the poor getting poorer? 

• Rich and poor school districts 

• Social class and at-risk students 

• The end of the American dream: school dropouts 

• The digital gap between rich and poor  

• Can schools provide equality of opportunity? 

• Or does equality of opportunity depend on economic 
circumstances outside the power of the school? 

• Does the school reduce social differences or heighten 
them through ability grouping, tracking, teacher 
expectations, counselling, and inequalities in school 
financing? 

• Will the equalizing of school finances ensure an equal 
education for children from all social classes?  

 

4 The Economic 
Goals of Schooling: 
Human Capital, 
Global Economy, 
and Preschool 

• Human Capital Theory 

• Schooling and the Global Knowledge Economy 

• The Human Capital Education Paradigm and Lifelong 
Learning 

• Can Investment in Education Grow the Economy? 

• Teaching Soft Skills 

• The Perry Preschool Study 

• Child-Rearing and Social and Cultural Capital 

• Family Learning and School Success 

• Should public-school policies, including curriculum, 
methods of instruction, and testing, be determined 
by the economic goal of growing the economy and 
educating workers for global economic competition? 

• Should students should be given a general education 
that would prepare them for all aspects of living, 
including any type of employment? 

• Should students be educated to improve the quality 
of society and their own happiness? 

• Should human capital economics dominate public-
school policies? 
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5 Equality of 
Educational 
Opportunity: 
Institutional 
Racism, Gender 
and Special Needs 
 

• Institutional Racism 

• Institutional Racism and African Americans 

• Mexican Americans and Institutional Racism 

• Institutional Racism and Native Americans 

• The Struggle for Equal Educational Opportunity 

• Desegregation and Mexican Americans 

• Native Americans and the Struggle for Educational 
Rights 

• The 14th Amendment and Equality of Educational 
Opportunity 

• Desegregating Schools 

• School Segregation Today 

• Title IX; Transgender Youth and Athletics 

• Title IX and Sexual Harassment; Students With 
Disabilities 

• Public Law 94-142: Education for All Handicapped 
Children Act 

• Writing an IEP 

• Inclusion 

• Are all students given an equal chance to learn in 
schools? 

• Do students of different races and genders receive 
equal treatment in schools?  

• Is there equality of educational opportunity for 
students with special needs? 

 

6 Student Diversity • Dreamers and DACA 

• Illegal Immigrant Children in Shelters 

• Global Migration and the Immigration Acts of 1965 
and 1990 

• Asian American Students and U.S. Schools 

• Educational Attainment of Immigrants 

• Languages and Schools 

• Languages of School-Age Children 

• Are U.S. Teachers Prepared for Language Diversity? 

• Institutional Racism 

• Multicultural and Multilingual Education 

• Teaching an Anti-Bias and Tolerance Curricula 

• Bilingual Education 

• Should public schools consciously attempt to 
eradicate the language of non-English-speaking 
students in a manner similar to that used with 
Mexican American and Native American students? 

• Should public schools attempt to preserve the home 
language of non-English-speaking students? 

• Should public schools consciously attempt to change 
or Americanize the culture of immigrant students? 
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7 Who Controls 
American 
Education? Elected 
Officials and the 
Deep State 
 

• Who controls American education? 

• School Boards and the Administrative State 

• School Choice 

• School Choice and Religion 

• Charter Schools 

• The Shadow Government: Educational Businesses 

• Home Schooling 

• Online and Distance Learning: The Pandemic 

• Who should control schools? 

• Elected politicians? 

• Educational experts? 

• Teachers? 

• School administrators? 

• The educational bureaucracy? 
 

8 State and Federal 
Control of 
Education 
 

• Federal Influence Over Local School Policies 

• Categorical Federal Aid 

• Student Privacy and Big Data 

• Federal and State Control Through High-Stakes Tests 
and Academic Standards 

• Federal and State Mandated Tests and Equality of 
Opportunity 

• Does Federally Mandated High-Stakes Testing Work? 

• Does Federal Testing Policy Promote Unethical 
Behavior? 

• Is Test Cheating Increasing? 

• Should federal and state politicians determine the 
content and methods of instruction? 

• What will be the long-term effect of testing and 
online instruction? 

• Should there be a nationalized system of schooling? 

• Does Federal Testing Policy Promote Unethical 
Behavior? 

• Is Test Cheating Increasing? 
 
 

9 The Teaching 
Profession 
 

• The Changing Roles of American Teachers 

• No Child Left Behind and Race to the Top: Highly 
Qualified Teachers 

• Teachers and the Pandemic 

• The Rewards and Recruitment of Teachers 

• Teachers’ Unions and Teacher Politics 

• A Brief History of the NEA 

• A Brief History of the AFT 

• Performance-Based Pay 

• Teachers’ Rights 

• Teachers’ Liability 

• Teachers’ Private Lives 
 
 

• Who should determine the qualifications for entering 
the teaching profession? 

• Teachers’ unions? 

• Politicians? 

• Should teachers strike? 

• Which union best represents the interests of 
teachers? 
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10 

 
Globalization of 
Education 
 

 

• Globalization of the Western School Model 

• Pandemic and Global Schools 

• The Growth of the Western School Model 

• Schooling: An Alienated Corporate-Consumer Culture 

• Loneliness and Loss of Spirituality 

• Dominant Global Educational Ideology 

• Human Capital and Consumerism 

• Basic Ideas of Consumerist Ideology; Skills 

• The New Global Currency 

• OECD and Human Capital Theory 

• The World Bank and the United Nations 

• Global Business and Global Testing Services 

• Standardization of Subjects and Global Intercultural 
English 

• The Shadow Education Industry and Cram Schools 

• Franchising the Shadow Education System 

• Tomorrow’s Schools 

 

• Does the globalization of education have a negative 
effect on local cultures? 

• Will the globalization of education result in world 
peace and unity? 

 


