



Study Questions #31
Cohen  - Why Not Socialism?

1. In what ways does Cohen’s camping trip represent a “socialist ideal”?
2. How does Cohen think we would react to individuals who attempted to assert rights of private property and first possession on a camping trip?
3. What is “bourgeois equality of opportunity”?
4. Explain the difference between formal and informal status restrictions.
5. How does left-liberal equality of opportunity differ from bourgeois equality of opportunity? What example does Cohen give of a public policy that promotes this sort of equality?
6. What is the egalitarian principle that Cohen thinks is correct, and required by justice? Name it and describe it. How does it differ from left-liberal equality of opportunity?
7. Does socialist equality of opportunity rule out some people having more disposable income because they choose to work more? Why or why not?
8. What does Cohen mean by inequality due to “regrettable choice”?
9. What does Cohen mean by inequality due to “option luck”? How does option luck differ from “brute luck”? 
10. Are inequalities due to these two kinds of luck incompatible with socialist justice?
11. In what way does a principle of community curb some of the inequalities allowed by the socialist principle of equality?
12. What does Cohen mean by the “communal form of reciprocity,” and how does it differ from market reciprocity? What are the two motives that underlie the latter?
13. What is the difference between saying that there should be more inequality on the camping trip, and saying that individuals on that trip have the right to make choices that lead to inequality?
14. How does Cohen respond to the objection that while socialism might be desirable on a camping trip, it is not desirable as a more general form of social organization?
15. What are the two different reasons considered by Cohen for why society-wide socialism might not be feasible? Which does Cohen think is the more serious problem?
16. What are the two functions served by market prices? What is Cohen’s idea for separating these two functions?
17. What does Cohen think about comprehensive central planning? What is the alternative?




To Think About:
Do you agree with Cohen that the ideal of the socialist camping trip is both desirable and feasible on a society-wide basis? If not, is the problem with the desirability or the feasibility?
[bookmark: _GoBack]How does Cohen’s point about the feasibility of socialism relate to the critique of F.A. Hayek? How would Hayek likely respond to Cohen’s argument?
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