
	Project AP-7 Analyze Structure and Style 

	Project Analyze a documentary for its acts, structure, style, and thematic statement. 

	Goals 
a) Log the contents of a documentary 
b) Write about the way its structure and style deliver its content 
c) Describe what thematic statement it makes
	





	Preparation 
a) Pick a documentary of about 30 minutes, preferably one you are passionate about
b) Using 1-AP-6 form, make a rapid overall log. Give each sequence a tag description, and calculate its length
	




	Writing
c) From your preparation, briefly describe,
a. The film’s content 
b. What you felt about its characters and their situations
	




	c. Divide the film into acts, justifying the divisions you chose
d. The film’s style and what seems to have determined it 
e. Identify what principle or factor you think the makers used to determine the film’s narrative structure 
	




	d) Explain the film’s outcomes: 
a. What the film made you feel
b. The impact and thematic statement the film makes
	



	e) Discuss what you learned from making this analysis, and whether you formed any resolutions in relation to your own filmmaking
	


	Notes When you look in this kind of depth at a film, you often see what its makers included that previously escaped you. Writing about films well is usually a prelude to making them well.
















ASSESSMENT,  PROJECT AP-7 ANALYZE STRUCTURE AND STYLE

	Criteria
	Rating

	1. Film choice: Choice of documentary evidently holds special meaning to writer
	0  1  2  3  4  5

	2. Log: Has made an brief and effective overview log for the film
	0  1  2  3  4  5

	3. Analysis: Discusses the characters, their situations, and conflicts
	0  1  2  3  4  5

	4. Describes how the film makes its emotional impacts 
	0  1  2  3  4  5

	5. Describes the film’s thematic statement and what contributes to it
	0  1  2  3  4  5

	6. Structure: Effectively divides the film into acts, briefly describing contents of each from a dramatic viewpoint
	0  1  2  3  4  5

	7. Explains the factors that probably influenced the chosen structure 
	0  1  2  3  4  5

	8. Explains the structure’s overall function and discusses its effectiveness
	0  1  2  3  4  5

	9. Style: Explains the various components of the film’s style 
	0  1  2  3  4  5

	10. Analyzes what may have determined the various aspects of its style 
	0  1  2  3  4  5

	11. Discusses effectiveness or otherwise of stylistic elements
	0  1  2  3  4  5

	12. Outcomes: Describes learning that resulted from this study
	0  1  2  3  4  5

	13. Describes resolutions made in relation to his/her future filmmaking
	0  1  2  3  4  5

	TOTAL
	      ____/65





