
subordinated to political ideology

Types of dictatorship

The ideological basis of dictatorship

Totalitarian or authoritarian regimes?

Dictatorship as a concept

Different meanings of 
dictatorship

…Permanent monopoly

The use of the term 
‘dictatorship’ in this book

2. Dictatorship has monopoly of 
controls over population

1. Regime monopolized by
single group which cannot be removed

Can change from one 
to the other

Groups: e.g. individuals, 
military, party etc.

Totalitarian 
(e.g. Russia, Germany)

Both halt normal processes of parliamentary government
and criticize democracy

Authoritarian 
(e.g. Greece, 

Hungary, Poland)

1. radical programme of change, mobilize
masses to revolutionary movement,
doctrine encompasses all of man’s
existence, everything subordinate to
regime

2. single party control, presided over by
leader, cult of personality, aim to mobilize
mass support, focus on youth support, 
generate paramilitary activity

3. rarely any mass indoctrination

1. preserve traditional values
and social structures

2. neutralization of alternative forces in 
state, immobilization, depoliticization

Communism

Clericalism (Catholic)

Origins?

Stalin’s Communism: 

1. ‘Socialism in One Country’ 
in line with Marxism-Leninism  
rather than Trotsky’s ‘Permanent 

Revolution’ model

Traditional Marxist view: 
final stage of bourgeois-capitalist domination

Challenge to Enlightenment 
ideals (Blum)

Moral crisis/escape 
from freedom (Meinecke, 

Ritter, Fromm)

Reaction against 
revolutionary Left (Nolte)…

Fascism

Other influences

Militarism

Lenin: adapted Marx for 
Russian conditions, 

highlighted capitalism 
as vulnerable

Marx and Engels:
societies formed of

base (economic) and 
superstructure (political and 

social institutions) 

Nationalism

Conservatism

Temporary emergency regime vs…

3. Imposition of ideology

3. individual subordinated to state, culture 

4. control over economy

E.g. Curtis, BrookerE.g. Linz, Buchheim

Between totalitarian 
and authoritarian

(e.g. Italy)

3. argued for increase of 
his personal authority within
the base/superstructure model

2. emphasis on dictatorship 
of the proletariat

Gramsci (alternative Marxist view): 
radical populist alternative to 

political crisis of capitalist societies

Non- Marxist views

Political spectrum?

Timeframe: 
consensus is that Fascism 

arose in the interwar period

Far right vs…

…convergence of far right
and far left (Sternhell) vs…

…extremism of the centre
(Lipset)
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