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Multimedia Foundations Glossary of Terms 

Chapter 5 – Page Layout 
 

 
Body Copy The main text of a published document or advertisement. 

Border A visible outline or stroke denoting the outer frame of a design element 

such as a table cell, text box, or graphic. A border’s width and style can 

vary according to the aesthetic needs or preferences of the designer. 

Box Model Or CSS Box Model. A layout and design convention used in CSS for 

wrapping HTML text and images in a definable box consisting of: 

margins, borders, and padding. 

Cell The editable region of a data table or grid defined by the intersection of 

a row and column. 

Chunking The visual consolidation of related sentences or ideas into small blocks 

of information that can be quickly and easily digested (e.g. paragraphs, 

lists, callouts, text boxes, etc.). 

Column The vertically aligned cells in a data table or grid.  

Dynamic Page A multimedia page with content that changes (often) over time or with 

each individual viewing experience. 

F-Layout A layout design where the reader’s gaze is directed through the page in 

a pattern that resembles the letter F. 

Fixed Layout A multimedia layout where the width of the page (or wrapper) is 

constrained to a predetermined width and/or height. 

Floating Graphic The layout of a graphic on a page whereby the adjacent text wraps 

around it to the left and/or right. 

Fluid Layout Or liquid layout. A multimedia layout where the width of the page (or 

wrapper) is set to a percentage of the current user’s browser window 

size. 

Golden Ratio A numerical ratio 1.61803:1, or Phi, developed during the early days of 

printing as a reference for the ideal proportions of rectangular page or 

design space. 

Grid System A framework of horizontal and vertical lines used for conceptually 

dividing a page into smaller editable regions. 

Gutenberg Diagram A primitive eye-tracking model used to visualize how readers typically 

scan text on a printed page.  
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Heading A short descriptive title or subtitle used to mark the beginning of a 

paragraph or content area. Headings are often stylized (for example 

with bold text) for emphasis. The font size may vary as well to indicate 

a heading’s level within a structured hierarchy of headings and 

subheadings.  

Headline A special type of heading that is typically placed in a prominent 

position on the page and that has the biggest and boldest font style on 

the page. 

Inline Graphic A graphic that is inserted into a text-based column or spatial area. By 

default, an inline graphic behaves just like a text character. It dissects 

the line at the point of insertion, pushing adjacent text to the right and 

thereby producing a gap in the line for it to reside in. 

Layout Or page layout. The visual arrangement of text and images on a page 

Margin The negative space surrounding the outside edges of a spatial zone or 

page.  

Modular Grid A conceptual grid structure that breaks up the page with consistently 

spaced vertical divisions from left to right as well as horizontal 

divisions from top to bottom. A flexible framework that contains 

modular design spaces (or spatial zones) that can span across the width 

of multiple columns. 

Multicolumn Grid A conceptual grid structure that breaks up the page with vertical 

divisions (called columns) from left to right. 

Padding The negative space between a design element or region and it’s outer 

edge or border. In a table, padding is the negative space between the 

cell contents and the border surrounding the cell. 

Page The physical area of a two-dimensional design space defined by the 

lengths of width and height (W x H) in either absolute (e.g. inches) or 

relative (e.g. pixels) units of measurement. 

Page Template A pre-designed page or style sheet containing the structural divisions, 

color scheme, and general formatting for the page and its contents. Page 

templates are usually created for use with a specific design program. 

Row The horizontally aligned cells in a data table or grid. 

Sidebar A vertical column along the left or right edge of a page containing text 

and/or graphic elements. 
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Single-column Grid Or manuscript grid. A conceptual grid structure that features a single-

column of visual information bordered by margins on either side of the 

page. Single-column layouts are used most often for document 

processing and book publishing, where the content consists mostly of 

continuous text and few images. 

Splash Page A normally static web page that briefly appears before a user is given 

access to the homepage. 

Static Page A multimedia page that contains content that rarely, if ever, changes. A 

static page is also one that delivers the same page layout and content to 

every user viewing the page. 

Style Sheet A coded set of instructions used by an application for defining the 

physical appearance of content in a digital document or multimedia 

page. 

Table A set of data values organized in cells using an array of vertical 

columns and horizontal rows (such as in a spreadsheet). A table can 

also be used to organize the arrangement of visual elements on a 

multimedia page.  

Visual Hierarchy The perceived ordering of content within a page by the reader. 

Z-layout A layout design where the reader’s gaze is directed through the page in 

a pattern that resembles the letter Z. 

 


