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Multimedia Foundations Glossary of Terms 

Chapter 10 – Photography 
 
35mm A professional film format used for still photography and motion 

picture film. The name of the format refers to the physical width of the 

film stock, including sprocket holes. 

Angle of View A term used to describe the viewable area of a scene that’s visible to the 

lens of the camera. 

Aperture Refers to the hole or opening created by the iris.  

APSC-C Advanced Photo System Type-C. A digital camera sensor format used 

often in prosumer-grade DSLR cameras. APS-C sensors conform to a 

3:2 aspect ratio and are smaller than full-frame sensors, which are sized 

to match traditional 35mm film. 

Camera RAW An option provided on prosumer and professional cameras to save 

images in an uncompressed format. 

Decisive Moment The instant when an action is at its peak, when it’s stronger than it was 

the moment before or will be the moment after. 

Depth of Field Refers to the area of a scene in front of and behind the main subject that 

is in focus.  

Digital Zoom An artificial zoom that’s created through the camera’s image sensor and 

often will produce unsightly visual artifacts. A digital zoom works 

similar to scaling a digital image in a photo-editing program.  

DSLR Digital Single Lens Reflex Camera. A mirror located behind the lens 

directs the image to an optical viewfinder, allowing the photographer to 

compose and focus a scene while viewing it through the lens (TTL). 

EXIF Exchangeable Image File Format. An international standard for 

recording metadata on a digital image. 

Exposure The product of two variables: the intensity of light (as controlled by the 

iris), and the duration of contact with the image sensor (as controlled by 

the speed of the shutter). 

Exposure Modes A series of camera modes, from fully manual to fully automatic, that 

enable the photographer to control image exposure. 

Exposure Triangle A term that describes the interdependency of the three primary settings 

affecting exposure: 1) aperture, 2) ISO, and 3) shutter speed. 



 

© 2016 Taylor and Francis Group 2 

F-Stop A series of numbers printed on the aperture ring of a professional 

camera lens to indicate the size of the aperture. Typical f-stop positions 

include: f/32, f/22, f/16, f/11, f/8, f/5.6, f/4, f/2.8, f/2, and f/1.4. Because 

the f-stop number is a fraction, the size of the aperture actually 

decreases as the f-stop number increases. 

Film Speed A unit of measurement used to indicate the film or image sensor’s 

ability to respond to light. Film speed is given as an ISO rating, a 

designation that follows a logarithmic scale; which means that each 

jump to a higher ISO number results in a doubling of the film’s light-

sensitivity. 

Fisheye Lens A lens with an extremely short focal length, offering an angle of view 

as high as 180 degrees. 

Flash A camera-mounted light that illuminates the subject as the shutter is 

released. 

Focal Length A measure of the distance (in millimeters) between the optical center of 

the lens, when focused at infinity, and the surface of the image sensor. 

Focus Modes A set of modes used by the photographer to set the subject’s focus. 

When set to manual focus, the photographer manually adjusts the 

camera to sharpen the subject. When set to autofocus mode, the 

camera’s internal sensors analyze the scene, calculate the distance from 

the camera to the subject, and set the focus accordingly.  

Image Sensor An electronic component in a digital camera that measures and records 

light as it passes through the lens and shutter of the camera.  

Image Stabilization A feature on many digital cameras that automatically stabilizes the 

image while a shot is being taken. It can also refer to a physical device 

such as a tripod or monopod attached to the camera. 

Imaging Chain Refers to the four main components of a digital camera: lens, iris, 

shutter, and image sensor. 

IPTC International Press Telecommunications Council. A system of industry 

standard metadata headers that include a variety of informational fields 

such as object, name, title, city, state, country of origin, credits, subject 

category, image caption, keywords, and special instructions. 

Iris An adjustable plastic or metal diaphragm that regulates the amount of 

light striking the image sensor.  

ISO An industry standard rating system for the light-sensitivity of film or an 

image sensor.  

Landscape Mode The opposite of portrait mode. The exposure settings of the camera are 

optimized for shooting wide shots with a great depth of field.  
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Lens An integrated optical system made up of one or more individual 

elements of ground glass or molded plastic. Among other things, the 

lens type determines subject magnification and the field of view that a 

camera is capable of “seeing.” 

Macro Lens Macro lenses produce high-quality images with low image distortion 

and are useful for shooting extreme close-ups of small objects like 

insects or flower blossoms 

Metadata The non-picture information associated with a captured image on a 

digital camera. Metadata is recorded and saved to the file header. 

Metering Modes A feature on most cameras giving the photographer a choice of modes 

for automatically setting the exposure controls and for compensating 

for different lighting scenarios. 

Normal Lens A general all-purpose lens with a medium focal length resulting in an 

angle of view that falls somewhere in between the extremes of wide-

angle and telephoto. 

Optical/Digital Zoom An optical zoom alters the angle of view by changing the focal length 

of the lens.  

Photography The process of fixing an image in time through the action of light. 

Portrait Mode A shooting mode that automatically optimizes the exposure controls of 

the camera for shooting close-ups with a shallow depth of field.  

Primary Lens A lens with a single focal length, often classified into one of five main 

categories: wide-angle, telephoto, normal, novelty (macro and fisheye), 

and super-telephoto.  

Reciprocity Law States that there is an inverse relationship between the intensity of light 

(as controlled by the iris) and the duration of contact with the image 

sensor (as controlled by the speed of the shutter). The reciprocity law is 

expressed mathematically as: Exposure = Intensity x Time. 

Red-Eye A visual effect caused by the reflection of the flash off the retina of the 

eye. 

Selective Focus A popular technique used by photographers to heighten the interest of 

an otherwise ordinary composition. With selective focus, only one 

primary element in a scene is sharply in focus. The rest of the 

background and/or foreground elements of the scene are blurred 

creating a sense of compositional depth. 

Shutter A moveable curtain, plate, or other device that controls the amount of 

time that the image sensor is exposed to light.  
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Shutter Priority Mode A shooting mode whereby the photographer sets the shutter speed 

manually while the camera automatically determines the remaining 

exposure settings.  

Sports/Action Mode A shooting mode that uses a fast shutter speed to capture rapid 

movement within the frame without blurring the image. This mode is 

recommended ideal for sports and action related subject matter.  

Stitching Mode A shooting mode used for acquiring a sequence of individual shots that 

can later be joined together in editing to create a large panoramic view 

of a scene.  

Telephoto Lens Features a long focal length resulting in a very narrow angle of view. 

Tripod A mounting device used in still photography and video production to 

keep the camera stable when shooting.  

TTL Through the Lens. See DLSR. 

White Balance The process of calibrating the camera to the color temperature of the 

light illuminating the scene and striking the image sensor. 

Wide-Angle Lens Features a relatively short focal length, resulting in the wide angle of 

view. 

Zoom Lens A variable focal length lens that allows the photographer to quickly 

change the angle of view (by zooming in and out) without having to 

swap out the lens. 

 


