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Sample Translation Briefs 
 
The following translation briefs can be used for the text types included in the book. Depending 
on the text type or focus of the assignment, instructors may want to modify the provided 
information. 
 
Recipes 
 

1. Translate the recipe for use during a cooking class with novice cooks who are learning to 
cook for the first time.  

2. A restaurant chain is opening several new restaurants in another country and wants to 
provide instructions on how to cook their food to professional chefs. Translate the recipe 
so that the dish will be made consistently in the new restaurants. 

3. Translate the recipe into another language, adapting the recipe as needed to account the 
availability of ingredients at a local supermarket or store in the target language.  

4. Create two target language versions of the recipe for use by two different linguistic 
communities (e.g., Spanish speakers in Mexico and Spanish speakers in Argentina). 

 
Instruction Manuals 
 

1. Translate the instructions into the target language so that users can use it in the same 
manner as source language users. 

2. Translate the instructions into a visual format (i.e., pictures, figures, drawings) so that 
someone with limited proficiency in the target language can understand how to use the 
device.  

3. Translate the instructions into a version that will be readily understandable by an 80-year-
old user who does not have any experience working with the item. 

4. Translate the instructions into the target language, and then create a one-page visual 
advertisement in the target language to market the item.  

 
Museum Guides 
 

1. Create a target language version of the museum guide for visitors from another country to 
use during their visit. 

2. Create a target language version of the museum guide that will accompany a traveling 
exhibit on a world tour. 

3. Translate the museum guide to be used by elementary school groups that are on a field 
trip to the museum. 

4. Create a target-language version of the museum guide that will be used as a one-page 
Frequently Asked Questions handout.  
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Patient Education Materials 
 

1. Translate the patient education materials into the target language version for use by 
expert physicians. 

2. Create a target-language version of the text that will be readily accessible by patients that 
have only completed a secondary education. 

3. Create a target-language version of the text that will be handed out by healthcare 
providers that do not speak the language during a community health event. 

4. Translate the text into the target language for use on a website that will be available to a 
wide range of speakers. 

 
News Reports 
 

1. Translate the article into the target language and follow the style guide for a local/ 
national newspaper. 

2. Create a target language version of the text that is 30% shorter than the source text. 
3. Translate the article into the target language for publication in a newspaper that will be 

circulated in the country of the source language. 
4. Translate the article into the target language for publication in a newspaper that will be 

circulated in the country of the target language. 
 
Business Letters 
 

1. Translate the business letter into the target language for use in an international business 
context. 

2. Create a target language version of the business letter that will be suitable for use by non-
business users. 

3. Create two versions of the business letter, one for use by clients and one for use by 
business partners. 

4. Translate the business letter for use in a specific country, changing the register (i.e., field, 
mode, and tenor) for a different audience.  


