
Chapter 1 – Extra activity 1 

The following activity can be used as an introductory or closing task, and is designed to 
complement the content of Chapter 1 in Galloway and Rose’s (2015) book Introducing Global 
Englishes (Oxon., UK: Routledge). 

The history of English 
In the table are three excerpts, representative of English used at 500-year intervals. 
 

An excerpt from Beowolf 
from 900 AD 

An excerpt from The 
Canterbury Tales from 
1400 AD 

An excerpt from The Hound 
of the Baskervilles from 
1900 AD 

Hwæt wē Gār-Dena in geār-dagum 
þēod-cyninga þrym gefrūnon 
hū ðā æþelingas ellen fremedon 
Oft Scyld Scēfing sceaþena 

þrēatum 
monegum mægþum meodo-setla 

oftēah 
egsian eorl syððan ǣrest weorþan 

His Almageste, and bookes grete 
and smale, 

His astrelabie, longynge for his art, 
His augrym stones layen faire 

apart, 
On shelves couched at his beddes 

heed; 
His presse ycovered with a faldyng 

reed 
And al above ther lay a gay sautrie, 
On which he made a-nyghtes 

melodie 
So swetely that all the chambre 

rong; 
And Angelus ad virginem he song; 

Mr. Sherlock Holmes, who was 
usually very late in the mornings, 
save upon those not infrequent 
occasions when he was up all 
night, was seated at the breakfast 
table. I stood upon the hearth-rug 
and picked up the stick which our 
visitor had left behind him the 
night before. It was a fine, thick 
piece of wood, bulbous-headed, of 
the sort which is known as a 
‘Penang lawyer.’ 

Discussion questions 
1. What do you know of the origins of the English language? 
2. Discuss what you know of the following peoples in terms of their origins, history, and 

languages spoken: the Ancient Britons, the Angles, the Saxons, the Normans. 
3. What do you think caused the English language to change throughout this time in 

history? 
4. In which period do you feel the language changed the most drastically, 900–1400 AD 

or 1400–1900 AD)? Why do you suppose language changed more in this period? 
 


