
Chapter 1 – Research task 1 

The following activity can be used as an introductory or closing task, and is designed to 
complement the content of Chapter 1 in Galloway and Rose’s (2015) book Introducing Global 
Englishes (Oxon., UK: Routledge). 

The historical influences on English  

Step 1 
Take a 200-word long piece of English text from a source of your choice (a book, 
a newspaper, a menu), such as this short example: 
 

English speakers do not fit nicely into one of the three circles, and globalization, 

migration and the prevalence of computer-mediated communication among people all 

around the globe have changed the nature of interaction in English. This is 

particularly true of ELF, which doesn’t fit neatly into the model at all. However, 

despite these problems, the three-circle model has been very influential in raising 

awareness of varieties of English. 

Step 2 
Delete proper names, repeated words, and grammatical items that you think will not be of 
interest. 
 
English speakers do not fit nicely into one of the three circles, and globalization, 

migration and the prevalence of computer-mediated communication among people all 

around the globe have changed the nature of interaction in English. This is 

particularly true of ELF, which doesn’t fit neatly into the model at all. However, 

despite these problems, the three-circle model has been very influential in raising 

awareness of varieties of English.  

Step 3 
Using an etymology dictionary, look up the origin of each word and the time of its 
introduction to the English language. 
 

Word Etymology Time of introduction 
English Old English Englisc 1200s (as adjective) 
Speak(er) Old Saxon sprecan Pre-1000s 
Fit Old English fitt 1400 
Nice Old French nice 1200s 
Three Proto-Germanic thrijiz Pre-1000s 
Circle Old French cercle 1200s 
Globe (Globalization) Middle French globe 1400s 
Migration Latin migrationem 1600s 
Prevalence French prévalence 1500s 

Step 4 
Present your findings using charts and graphs to highlight the influences and timing of other 
languages on English.  


