
Chapter 10 – Extra activity 5 

The following activity can be used as an introductory or closing task, and is designed to 

complement the content of Chapter 10 in Galloway and Rose’s (2015) book Introducing 

Global Englishes (Oxon., UK: Routledge).   

Case study: The era of the BRICs 

The following information is taken from Graddol, D. (2006), English Next: Why Global English 

May Mean the End to English as a Foreign Language, published by The British Council, with 

updated statistics from a variety of online sources. 

 

BRIC is an acronym for the nations of Brazil, Russia, India and China, and is used in the 

business and financial sectors to describe a new era of world economic superpowers. It is 

expected that the BRICs will be, in the near future, what the G6 (Italy, France, UK, Germany, 

Japan and the US) were in 2003. In 2003, the worth of the BRICs constituted 15% of the G6 

nations, but, by 2025, it is expected that they will constitute half the projected worth of G6, 

and will eclipse the six-member group by 2040. 

 

The languages of the BRICs are, also, making headway into global media, such as the 

Internet. Chinese, for example, doubled its online presence from 2000 to 2005, and demand 

for learning Chinese as a foreign language has skyrocketed in recent years, with overseas 

students taking the Chinese proficiency test rising from 10,000 in 2000 to almost 40,000 in 

2005. China also ranks 6th in the world in terms of the number of international students it 

attracts. It was projected that, from 2010, demand for Hindi, Russian and Portuguese would 

also increase. 

 

However, the rise of the BRICs does not necessarily mean the demise of the English 

language. India has been keen to exploit its post-colonial past in leveraging business, by 

using their highly proficient English speaking population to attract service-oriented 

industries, such as outsourcing of call centres and technical support, which are dependent 

on language ability. China, also, has invested much in English language education. The BRICs 

have a bright future on the global stage. 

Discussion questions 

1. How will the growth of the BRICs affect the use of English as the world’s lingua 

franca? 

2. Will the growth of other economies, and the decline of UK and US economic power, 

topple English from the top of its hierarchy?  

3. Do you think shifts in power and prestige attached to ENL Englishes will wane? 


