
Appendix A: A questionnaire on ‘standard’ English 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please answer these questions about your ideas of ‘standard’ English. They require you to tick a box and some also ask 

you for more information. Please write in the box provided. 

 

1. I would consider the following varieties of English to adhere to my idea of ‘standard’ English, in terms of vocabulary, 

grammar, idioms, and pronunciation. 

 

Strongly disagree Disagree Agree Strongly agree 
 

Singapore 
 

Ireland 
 

Japan 
 

India 
 

UK (BBC English) 
 

Jamaica 
 

America (CNN English) 
 

New Zealand 
 

Australia 
 

South Africa 
 

UK (Scottish) 
 

Canada 
 

American (Kentucky) 
 

UK (Liverpool) 

 

 

Please comment on any differences in judgement below. 
 

 

This questionnaire is designed for use with the research activity in Chapter 2 of Galloway and Rose’s 

(2015) book Introducing Global Englishes (Oxon., UK: Routledge). 



 

 

2. Respond to the following statements. 

 

 

Strongly  

disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 

  agree 

 
People around the world should learn to write English using the same 

grammatical conventions. 

Children in schools throughout the UK should be encouraged to speak 

using Received Pronunciation. 

Non-native English speakers should be encouraged to learn standard 

American or standard British English. 

Children today are not learning correct grammar in schools. 
 

It bothers me when people make grammar and spelling errors in 

newspapers or on the Internet. 

Regional dialects in my country use incorrect grammar, pronunciation, 

or vocabulary. 

 
Feel free to expand on any of the above statements in the space below. 

 

 

 



Appendix B: An interview agenda on ‘standard’ English 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Interview a small number of people on their ideas of ‘standard’ English. Your lecturer will assign to 

you a type of interviewee to look for (e.g. NESs/NNESs, speakers with regional accents). 

 
 

Part 1: Demographic information 

Collect information on: 

Age (approximate): 

Language/dialects spoken: 

Nationality: 

Gender: 
 

 
Part 2: Standard English 

 
1. Can you tell me what ‘standard’ English means to you? 

2. Do you feel you speak ‘standard’ English? If not, why? 

3. Are there any types of English, or speakers of English, that you think do not speak a 

‘standard’ English, or whose English you find strange? 

4. Can you think of any examples of English that you hear, which you would 

consider ‘incorrect’? 

5. Do you think second language learners of English should aim to imitate a general 

American accent, or Received Pronunciation? If so, why? If not, why not? 

6. Do you think the standards of the English language are declining in recent years? Please 

explain your answer. 

7. How do you feel about the following English accents? What adjectives spring to mind? 

a. General American 

b. Received Pronunciation 

c. Australian 

d. Singaporean 

e. Hong Kong 

f. Jamaica 

g. American southern (e.g. Alabama, Mississippi) 

This interview agenda is designed for use with the research activity in Chapter 2 of Galloway and Rose’s 

(2015) book Introducing Global Englishes (Oxon., UK: Routledge). 


