
Chapter 4 – Extra activity 3 

The following activity can be used as an introductory or closing task, and is designed to 

complement the content of Chapter 4 in Galloway and Rose’s (2015) book Introducing Global 

Englishes (Oxon., UK: Routledge).   

Case study: ‘Jafaican’ – a newspaper article on inner-city accents in the UK 

‘Comedians might play the patois of multicultural Britain for laughs, but spoken English has 

been drawing on influences from other languages and dialects for centuries’ (Braier, 2013). 

 

This newspaper article discusses the fact that many English accents are often ridiculed in the 

media. It refers to the popular British sitcom, PhoneShop, where people try to adopt a 

Jamaican (or ‘Jafaican’) accent. 

 

Despite a trend in comedy to play on accents, the article points out that, ‘Linguistic experts 

agree that this speech pattern is fast becoming the genuine sound of modern urban Britain, 

the native tongue of black, white and brown youth. Let’s face it, middle-class kids are less 

likely to grow up cheek by jowl with their immigrant.’ 

 

The article goes on to note that English has historically been influenced by other languages.  

 

Braier, R., ‘Jafaican it? No we’re not.’ The Guardian. Friday 30 August 2013: 

www.theguardian.com/media/mind-your-language/2013/aug/30/mind-your-language-

jafaican 

Discussion questions: 

1. Based on Chapter 2’s discussion of language contact and change, and the power of 

prestige attached to language, what do you see as the driving forces behind change 

in these inner-city accents?  

2. What parallels can be drawn between the events reported in this article and those 

events that shaped the Englishes that emerged in Australia, New Zealand, and the 

Americas? 

3. What do you see as the eventual outcome of young people growing up in London 

who are exposed to a mixture of second language English and local London English? 

Will this have a long-time effect? 
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