
Chapter 5 – Extra activity 3 

The following activity can be used as an introductory or closing task, and is designed to 

complement the content of Chapter 5 in Galloway and Rose’s (2015) book Introducing Global 

Englishes (Oxon., UK: Routledge).   

Creativity in South Asian Englishes 

English has been adapted in various contexts of the Outer Circle in diverse ways. Kachru 

(1985, p. 20) uses the term ‘bilinguals’ creativity’ to describe ‘those creative linguistic 

processes which are the result of competence in two or more languages’. Creativity in 

writing showcases the pluricentricity of English today as these writers adapt the language 

and make it their own. Several writers of ‘New’ Englishes in various contexts have made 

names for themselves across the English-speaking world. Kachru (1997, p. 222–3, cited in 

Kachru and Nelson, 2006, p. 32) presents a list of world-class literary prize winners, which 

include the following: 

 

Nobel Prize in Literature 
Wole Soyinka (Nigeria), 1986 
Derek Walcott (Trinidad), 1992 
V. S. Naipaul (Trinidad), 2001 
 
Neustadt Award 
Raja Rao (India), 1988 
 
Man Booker Prize 
Chinua Achebe (Nigeria), 1987 
Michael Ondaatje (Sri Lanka), 1992 
Ben Okri (Nigeria), 1991 
Salman Rushdie (India), 1995 
Arundhati Roy (India), 1997 

Discussion questions 

1. In what ways do these works exemplify the need to reconceptualize linguistic views 

of creativity? 

2. In what ways can such works be used to show how code-mixing, code-switching etc. 

can be normal, particularly for writers that are bicultural as well as bilingual? 

3. The phrase ‘The Empire Writes Back’ was used for the first time by Salman Rushdie 

in 1982 but was continued in a discussion by Ashcroft et al. (1989). The title was 

used again in a Time magazine cover story and feature article, detailing the success 

of ‘New’ English writers. In what ways can the development of post-colonial 

literature help the status of the ‘New’ Englishes? Does this growing body of post-

colonial literature have any implications for the study of English literature? 


