
Chapter 5 – Research task 1 

The following activity can be used as an introductory or closing task, and is designed to 

complement the content of Chapter 5 in Galloway and Rose’s (2015) book Introducing Global 

Englishes (Oxon., UK: Routledge).   

English usage in the Outer Circle 

Section 5b of the book highlighted that in Africa, while English functions as a neutral lingua 

franca for some, its use has also resulted in a number of issues related to educational 

opportunities and identity, and English acts as a gatekeeper in upward social mobility. 

 

Section 5b also raised the concern that many Singaporeans are moving away from their 

mother tongues. The Singaporean government continues to push the instrumental value of 

English without fostering an integrative element, viewing the indigenized variety as inferior. 

They are seen as illegitimate by many, and innovations are not judged for what they are or 

in relation to the purposes they serve in their particular contexts. 

Step 1 

In many of the contexts discussed in Chapter 5, there are small groups of people who may 

speak English as their first language. Platt and Weber (1980, p. 119) compared the use of 

English by Singaporeans who had an English-medium education with those who had not, 

and the results (in the table below) show that there is a considerable difference between 

the two groups. 

 

 Speakers who use English (%) 

Father Mother Husband/wife Brothers/sisters Children 

English-
medium 
educated 

36 12 61 71 100 

Non-English 
-medium 
educated 

0 0 36 34 75 

 

1. Why do you think English-medium instruction influenced English usage in this way? 

2. Are these results convincing?  

3. In what other ways could you investigate the use of English by Singaporeans?  



Step 2 

Design a study with a similar objective (i.e. to examine language usage in a context of your 

choice). Formulate research questions and outline the design of your study, including the 

setting, participants, data collection tools, data analysis to be carried out, ethical 

considerations, limitations, practical issues, etc. Use the table below to help you plan. 

 

Title  

Aims/objectives  

Rationale (e.g. Why is this 
study worthwhile? Personal 
rationale?)  

 

Research questions   

List of literature you may 
consult   

 

Research design   

Data collection   

Research setting   

Participants (and sampling 
strategies) 

 

Issues with access to data   

Data analysis   

Possible problems   

Limitations  

Step 3 

Present your proposed study. 


