
Chapter 6 – Extra activity 2 

The following activity can be used as an introductory or closing task, and is designed to 

complement the content of Chapter 6 in Galloway and Rose’s (2015) book Introducing Global 

Englishes (Oxon., UK: Routledge).   

Case study: Li Yang’s Crazy English enterprise – China’s Elvis 

The demand for English in China is exemplified with the success of Li Yang’s ‘Crazy English’ 

enterprise. This mass education campaign, started in the late 1990s, involves large crowds 

filling sports stadiums, repeating and chanting phrases and slogans loudly. The approach 

integrates patriotic messages and a strong self-development component. 

 

A 2008 article in the New Yorker called Li Yang ‘China’s Elvis of English’. Li Yang uses his own 

success story to motivate learners, attracting people from all over the country. He believes 

that reading English as loudly as possible every day is the key to improving proficiency, and 

helped him pass the College English Test. In 2007, he claimed that his public lectures had 

attracted 30 or 40 million participants (Chen, 2007, cited in Gao, 2012). He was also chosen 

to be an ambassador at the Beijing 2008 Olympics. 

 

Gao (2012, p. 362) notes how Li Yang skilfully drew on Chinese cultural traditions and the 

nation’s pursuit of modernization to present himself as a successful learner of English and 

promote the learning of English as a patriotic enterprise. He transforms learning English as a 

quest for personal gain, such as social mobility, into a goal for the collective good.  

Discussion questions 

1. In what ways do you think it is possible to promote a Chinese identity and English 

proficiency side by side? 

2. Why do you think so many Chinese learners of English are attracted to this method? 

3. Why do you think Li Yang shows learning English as a patriotic enterprise? 

4. Mauranen (2006, p. 147) notes that, if we want to understand the use of English in 

today’s world, ‘ELF must be one of the central concerns in this line of research”. In 

what ways can ELF research contribute to an understanding of English use in China? 

 


