
Chapter 6 – Research task 2 

The following activity can be used as an introductory or closing task, and is designed to 

complement the content of Chapter 6 in Galloway and Rose’s (2015) book Introducing Global 

Englishes (Oxon., UK: Routledge).   

English in China 

Step 1 

Watch again the video of Dr Ying Wang talking about research perspectives on English in 

China, which you saw in Extra activity 3.  

Step 2 

Discuss the following. 

1. Dr Wang notes that, ‘China/Chinese English research has been conducted to argue 

for the legitimacy of English variety used by and generated among Chinese speakers’. 

– Are you familiar with any of this research? 

– In what ways can research within the World Englishes paradigm contribute to 

the legitimacy of these varieties of English? 

2. Dr Wang notes that, ‘The use of English by Chinese speakers for intercultural 

communications, however, goes beyond the geographical boundaries and thus goes 

beyond the scope of the World Englishes perspective.’ In what ways can ELF research 

raise awareness of our understanding of the use of English by Chinese speakers? 

3. Dr Wang provides a definition of ELF. In what ways does her definition resonate with 

that provided in Section 6d of the book? 

4. The aim behind Dr Wang’s research was to investigate how Chinese English speakers 

perceive their own English in relation to native English, and why they perceive their 

own way of using English in particular ways.  

– What is the value of such research?  

– What were the main findings of her study? 

– What are the implications of her study for ELT? 

Step 3 

Design a research project on attitudes towards English in a context you are familiar with. 

Formulate research questions and outline the design of your study, including the setting, 

participants, data collection tools, data analysis, ethical considerations, limitations, practical 

issues, etc. Use the table on the next page, from Chapter 5’s Research task 1, to help you 

plan. 



 

Title  

 

 

Aims/objectives  

 

 

Rationale (e.g. why is this study 
worthwhile? Personal 
rationale?)  

 

 

 

Research questions   

 

 

List of literature you may 
consult   

 

 

 

Research design   

 

 

Data collection   

 

 

Research setting   

 

 

Participants (and sampling 
strategies) 

 

 

 

Issues with access to data   

 

 

Data analysis   

 

 

Possible problems   

 

 

Limitations  

 

 

 



Step 4 

Consider your data collection instruments in more detail, considering the following. 

 

What is your hypothesis?  

What kind of sampling 
procedures will you use and 
why? 

 

How can you ensure credibility 
of your findings? 

 

What is your view on 
generalizability? Do you 
believe it is important? 
Why/why not? To what extent 
will you be able to make 
generalizations? 

 

Step 5 

Present your study. 


