
Chapter 7 – Extra activity 1 

The following activity can be used as an introductory or closing task, and is designed to 
complement the content of Chapter 7 in Galloway and Rose’s (2015) book Introducing Global 
Englishes (Oxon., UK: Routledge).   

Case study: ELF Corpora as the road less travelled? 
In a discussion of ENL corpora, Widdowson (2012) draws on Sampson’s (2007) work to 
emphasize the fact that ENL corpora only show the paths most commonly taken, or the 
well-beaten tracks, which have been taken by ‘authorized pathfinders – the educated native 
speakers who provide the corpus data’ (Widdowson, 2012, p. 16). ENL corpora, then, do not 
show usage of the language along the less-travelled routes that may be taken by non-native 
English speakers. 
 
However, ELF corpora, summarized below, do show how ELF speakers do not necessarily 
take the well-beaten path.  
 
VOICE 

 First general ELF corpus. 

 One million words (over 110 hours) of transcribed speech of naturally occurring 
spoken ELF interactions. 

 Various speech events and speakers from 50 different (mainly European) language 
backgrounds using ELF in different domains (conversations, interviews, meetings, 
service encounters, etc.).  

 Twenty-three recordings of transcribed speech events. 

 Limits the number of native English speakers present in any interaction to 10%. 
ELFA 

 One million words of spoken language recorded at two universities and two 
technological universities in Finland.   

 Events cover a variety of domains (see Figure 1 below).  

 Native speakers account for 5% of the data and are only included when ELF speakers 
are in the majority.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Figure 1: Distribution of event types in the ELFA corpus (Mauranen et al., 2010, cited in Mauranen, 2012, p. 75) 
 

 

 
 
ACE 

 One million words of ELF usage among Asian multilinguals. 

 Aims to be directly comparable with VOICE and uses VOICE transcription software 
(VoiceScribe).  

 Range of events from a variety of domains (educational, leisure, business, and 
scientific settings). 

 Ensures a geographical spread across East and South-East Asia, as well as a linguistic 
balance to represent the diverse linguistic backgrounds of East and South-East Asia. 

Discussion questions 
1. In what ways do ENL corpora only describe the language usage of only the 

‘authorized pathfinders’ (Widdowson, 2012, p. 16)? Is this representative of the 
global use of English today? 

2. As noted in Chapters 5 and 6, the ICE (International Corpus of English) project views 
ELF as ‘learner’ English, noting the following on their website: ‘Please bear in mind, 
too, that the ICE project collects data from countries in which English is the first 
language or a second official language. If this is not the case in your country, you 
might be interested in joining the International Corpus of Learner English (ICLE) 
project instead.’ (Source: http://ice-corpora.net/ice/joinice.htm) 

– In what ways is this different to ELF corpora?  
– Large-scale corpora still favour native English usage, but Cogo and Dewey 

(2012) note that, ‘Work of this kind, though, is steadily gaining in both 
momentum and prominence’ (p. 22). Do you think ELF corpora will continue 
to grow? 
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