
Chapter 8 – Interview with Athanasia 
transcript (part 2) 

(Note: Part 1 of this interview is in Chapter 9’s materials.) 
 
I: What are the general attitudes towards native-speaking English teachers and Greek 
English teachers? 
 
A: Non-native speakers are, are very valued. I mean, if, I have seen job advertisements 
that ask for native speakers, especially for exam classes or not, and if you are not 
bilingual you are not accepted. Yeah, it was really frustrating. 
 
I: Are the native-speaking English teachers expected to know Greek?    
 
A: Ah, some of them, yes. Some advertisements need bilingual or native speakers. So we 
are excluded in a way. 
 
I: But, er, would a Greek bilingual speaker not qualify if you’re bilingual, Greek, and 
English? 
 
A: No, I think bi – they mean bilingual by ... It’s not my mother tongue, English is not my 
mother tongue, right? So I’m not officially bilingual. Yeah, uhm, I dunno if I can be 
accredited for bilingual. 
 
I: Is there a level of proficiency, then, expected of Greek proficiency for the native 
speakers?    
 
A: What do you mean? 
 
I: It’s just interesting because the job advertisements advertise for a native speaker or 
bilingual. But how do they define ‘bilingual’? Are they looking for a native English 
speaker with some Greek proficiency? 
 
A: Maybe, but – 
 
I: It’s not clear? 
 
A: Yeah, it’s not clear. I have never thought about, but maybe, maybe a little Greek is 
OK, but without being their mother tongue. Because –  
 
I: And you wouldn’t class yourself as a bilingual? 



 
A: No, because I have other ideas what bilingual is, having two mother tongues, so I, I 
don’t know. I was just being very strict with it, you know, different issues.  
 
I: Do you think that recruitment practices might change in the future? 
 
A: No. No, I’m not positive about that, no, no, not sure, because ... I dunno, I mean it 
was always like that. I don’t, I don’t think that they will change the attitude, especially 
the private sector because in the public sector, ehm, native speakers are not allowed to 
enter, by law, so – 
 
I: By law? 
 
A: By law, so they can only recruit people from English departments. So, yeah. And if 
you think that, you know, English in school is not valued because of the private sector, 
you can see the connection between the attitudes towards the teachers and the native 
speakers. 
 
I: Yes, it’s very interesting. Athanasia, thank you very much. It was fascinating. 
 
A: Thank you. 
 
I: Thank you. 


