
Chapter 8 – Extra activity 2 

The following activity can be used as an introductory or closing task, and is designed to 

complement the content of Chapter 8 in Galloway and Rose’s (2015) book Introducing Global 

Englishes (Oxon., UK: Routledge).   

Case study 

The following is a real case taken from Golombek and Jordan (2005, p. 519).  

Shao-mei is a 29 year old MATESOL student from Taiwan. In her schooling in Taiwan, she 
studied both English and German but focused on English. Shao-mei describes her English 
language education as typical of Taiwan. She was groomed for tests and, until she attended 
university, she rarely had courses emphasising oral communication. Her exposure to aspects 
of pronunciation consisted of an initial phonetics course in the ninth grade, when English 
language instruction began, a cram-school course on pronunciation, and a phonetics course 
in university that covered the vowel and consonant sounds of English. Despite Shao-mei’s 
extensive education in English, her sense of herself as a legitimate speaker of English was, 
ultimately, contradictory. She explained that many L2 speakers she knows ‘don’t think their 
English is good enough’. She described this lack of confidence in detail in a reaction paper: 
 
‘When I talk with my classmates or friends graduating from English department, we feel 
strongly that our English is never sufficient. There are always  new vocabularies, idioms and 
slang ... Thus, some of us feel unconfident of ourselves and dare not to tell others that we 
were once English majors because we are incompetent to speak English fluently.’ 

Discussion questions 

1. Shao-Mei appears to feel that people who speak a second language must use its 

native speakers as a yardstick for intelligibility. Do you agree with this?  

2. Should English learners try to decrease their local accent to make communication 

more successful? 

3. How does the view of Shao-Mei and her classmates fit with the movements in Global 

Englishes that you have been exposed to thus far in this book?  


