
Chapter 9 – Extra activity 6 

The following activity can be used as an introductory or closing task, and is designed to 

complement the content of Chapter 9 in Galloway and Rose’s (2015) book Introducing Global 

Englishes (Oxon., UK: Routledge).   

Case study 

The following is a real case taken from Tollefson (2000, p 7). 

 

 
Edna Velasco is a graduate of Ateneo de Manila, one of the most prestigious private colleges 
in the Philippines. Throughout Edna’s schooling, in elementary and secondary school as well 
as in college, English was the language of instruction. The history of US colonial policy in the 
Philippines left a powerful legacy of English language usage, not only in education, but in 
government (where English is an official language), business, and the mass media. Similar to 
Malaysia and India, the Philippines uses English for a wide variety of purposes. Bilingual in 
Filipino and English, Edna speaks the variety of English that is common among highly 
educated individuals in the metro Manila area. She has ten years of experience as an English 
teacher at the university level in the Philippines. Edna decides to attend a doctoral program 
in applied linguistics at an American university, and after passing the TOEFL test, she is 
admitted. When she applies for a teaching assistantship in the university ESL program, 
however, she discovers that she must take a test of her spoken English. The test assesses 
not her proficiency in English, but also her speaking style and her accent. Because she has 
always considered English to be one of her two native languages, she is surprised by the 
requirement. Although she is completely fluent in English, on the day of her examination, 
she is nervous, afraid of what her examiners may think about her ‘Filipino English’.  
 

Discussion questions 

1. What is your reaction to Edna’s experience? 

2. Would she be required to take an English test in a context you are familiar with? 

3. How does the above case fit into the GE movements in ELT described in this chapter? 

 

 


