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STATEIENT BY THE PRESIDENT

It is vital that the American people have a clear under-
standing of the position of the United States in the United Nations
roegarding Palestine,.

This country vigorously supported the plan for Fartition
with Economic Unicn recommended by the United Nations Special Committee
on Palestine and by the General Assembly., Ve have explored every possi-
bility consistent with the basic prineciples of the Charter for giving
effect to that solution, Unfortunatelr, it has become clear that the
partition plan cannot be carried cut &t this time by peaceful means.
Yle could not undertake to impose this solution on the people of
Pzlestine by the use of Amerdican trocops, both on Charter zrounds and
as a matter of national pelicy.

The United Kingdom hes announcsd its fim intsntion to
abandon its mandate in Palestine on !‘ay 15. Unless emergency action is
taken, there vill be no public autheority in Palestine on that date
capable of preserving law and order, Vieolence and bloodshed will de-
scend vpon the Holy Land. Large scale fighting among the people of that
country vwill he the inevitable result, Svch fighting would infect the
entire MMiddle Exst and could lead tc conscquonces of the gravest sort
invelving the pcace of this notion ond of the world.

These dengers are imnminent. Responsible governments in the
United Neticns cannct face this prospect vithout acting promptly to
prevent ite The United States has pmposed to the Security Councll a
tomperary United Notions trusteeship for Paledtine to provide a govern-
ment to keep the pesce. OSugh trusteeship was proposed only after we
had exhzusted every effort to find =2 w2y to carry out partition by
peaceful means. Trustecship is not proposed as a substitute for the
par-itior plan but as an effort to fill the vocuum soon to be created
by the termination of the mendate on llay 15. The trusteeship does not
prejudice the character of the final politieal settlement. It would.
estahlish the conditions of order which are essential to a peaceful
soluticrr.

If we are to avert tragedy in Palestine, an immediate truce
must be reached between the Arabs end Jews of that country: I om in-
structing Ambassador Austin to urge upon the Security Council in the
strongest terms that representatives of the Arabs and Jews be called at
cnce to the Couneil table to arronge such a truce.

The United States is prepared ++ “and cv-w appropriate
aggistance to the Thited Nations in preventing blocdshed and in reaching
a peaceful settlomedt. If the United ilations agrees to a temporary
trusteceship, me must take ocur share of the necessary responsibilityr.

Our regard for the United l:ticns, for the peace of the world and for
our own self-intorst does not permit us te do less,

With such a truec and such a trustecship, a peaceful settlement
is yet possible; without them, open wvarfarce is Jjust over the horizon.
Areriecan =oliey 1o this cmorgency poriod is brsed saguarely upon tho
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