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Document 1.3 “A Letter from One of the Rioters” (1863) 
 
The most infamous rioting of the Civil War took place in New York during the week of July 13, 1863. The city had 
been filled with antiwar and antidraft sentiments for many weeks, and men’s fears of the draft only intensified 
when they received reports from the battle at Gettysburg. When draft lottery drawings began on July 11 the crowd 
grew hostile. The working-class poor of the city joined with Peace Democrats in declaring the draft a product of the 
“rich man’s war” and refused to fight. Workers were angry that rich draftees could purchase a replacement and 
avoid military service, and they resisted the idea of fighting to free African Americans. The lottery continued on 
July 13, and the crowd of mostly Irish and German immigrants decided to shut it down. Workplaces were nearly 
empty as workers gathered to resist. This letter to the editor of the New York Times illustrates the tensions created 
by the $300 commutation fee that became a major complaint in the draft riots. 
 
Monday Night – Up Town 
 
To the Editor of the New-York Times:  
 
You will, no doubt, be hard on us rioters tomorrow morning, but that 300-dollar law has made us nobodies, 
vagabonds and cast-outs of society, for whom nobody cares when we must go to war and be shot down. We are 
the poor rabble, and the rich rabble is our enemy by this law. Therefore we will give our enemy battle right here, 
and ask no quarter. Although we got hard fists, and are dirty without, we have soft hearts, and have clean 
consciences within, and that's the reason we love our wives and children more than the rich, because we've got not 
much besides them, and we will not go and leave them at home for to starve. Until that draft law is repealed, I for 
one am willing to knock down more such rum-hole politicians as KENNEDY. Why don't they let the nigger kill the 
slave-driving race and take possession of the South, as it belongs to them.  
A [illegible] MAN, BUT A MAN FOR ALL THAT 
 
Source: New York Times, Wednesday, July 15, 1863.  
 


