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Document 11.3 Augustus Longstreet, “Report to the Board of South Carolina College Trustees” (1861) 
 
In November 1861, Augustus Longstreet, President of South Carolina College and a slave owner, sent this annual 
report to the trustees of the college, explaining that students had left en masse for war. In response to this report, 
the trustees asked the college faculty to provide a list of members of the senior class who should receive diplomas, 
in spite of the war interrupting their senior year. Some diplomas did not reach the students or their families until 
years after the end of the war.  
 
At the close of the summer vacation, the College exercises were resumed under flattering prospects. All went on 
well until the attack upon Port Royal, the news of which no sooner reached here than [Joseph John] Fripp, [Thomas 
Stuart] Rhett and [James Smith] Heyward of the Sophomore Class craved permission to go home as they resided in 
or about Beaufort. I refused, whereupon they went without permission. Some ten or twelve others I understand 
followed their example. The next day the students met en masse (without permission) and resolved (the Governor 
favoring) to leave for the scene of war. At a called meeting of the faculty, the Governor’s communication was laid 
before us. We resolved unanimously that we had no authority to disband the college. The students however left in a 
body. Finding that they were about to be off, I went to the governor’s office at 10:30 a.m. to crave his assistance in 
persuading the students to postpone their departure, at least until after the examination of the seniors, then within 
two days of its commencement; but I found the office not yet opened. At 12 p.m. I waited on his excellency and told 
him that I had started to see him in the hope that we might stop the students, etc., but that on the way I had 
discovered that I was too late, as I understood that he had furnished their outfit, secured their passage and given 
them a letter of recommendation to General Drayton.  
 
Source: Edwin L. Green, A History of the University of South Carolina (Columbia: The State Company, 1916), 71–72. 
 


