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Document 11.5 Irdell Jones, “The South Carolina College Cadets” (1901) 
 
Irdell Jones was a junior at the South Carolina College (later the University of South Carolina) and the Second 
Lieutenant of the South Carolina College Cadets on the eve of the Civil War. The trustees of the college had 
resolved at a meeting on December 3, 1860, that it should be permitted for students to organize a military 
company under the direction and control of the faculty. In this account, which he published in The News and 
Courier in 1901, he recalls the student excitement on campus about the impending war. 
 
During the year [1860], political conventions were held. The State seceded from the National Union on the 20th of 
December. The streets of Columbia were at times filled with excited audiences, and speakers from the balconies 
and porches of hotels hurled back at Northern fanatics threats of resistance against any efforts or action looking to 
coercion. In the meanwhile the bonfires were lighted and torchlight processions were frequent, and the beautiful 
patriotic girls of the glorious old city made palmetto cockades and tied them with blue ribbon and presented them 
with a “God-speed” to the cause of liberty. How could the gallant young men of South Carolina College fail to be 
impressed with the patriotic fever now raging over the land? It is not surprising that they hurried to reorganize the 
College [cadet] company in the fall of 1860…. 
 
The members provided themselves with a pretty gray uniform, and were delighted to parade the streets of the city 
and perform various military evolutions in the presence of an admiring public. There could not have been a greater 
“esprit de corps” manifested in any similar organization. Drifted together from all parts of the same State, inspired 
by a common purpose, that of education, being friends and class-mates, and socially upon an equality, they had 
pride in themselves, in the College and a fervent love for the mother State, which burned brighter in their young 
hearts as the threatened dangers to their State grew greater. They cheered every sentiment that honored South 
Carolina; they welcomed every one who was as a friend to the cause of Southern rights. When old Edmund Ruffin, 
of Virginia, made his appearance within the walls of the College they gave him a grand reception, called for a 
speech, waved the Palmetto flag over his head and did honor to the long, silver grey locks that fell over his 
shoulders. If the writer remembers correctly, our present distinguished citizen, Judge A. C. Haskell, was the young 
man who held aloft the Palmetto flag over the old man’s head. Time passes and the eventful year of 1861 is 
ushered in. This company continues its drills and makes preparation with the burning thought that they were 
following the motto of their State: “Animis opibusque parati!” They did not dream probably of the frightful havoc, 
distress and destruction that has since been experienced by our people, but they were impressed then with all the 
patriotic motives which made the Confederate soldier famous, and induces the desire on the part of the Daughters 
of the Confederacy to know the part performed by the cadets of the College in the War Between the States. If they 
exulted in their handsome uniforms, the martial step and inspiring drum beat, their inmost thoughts struck deeper 
and a more serious chord, when the threatened hostilities at last broke out. The first gun that was fired on Fort 
Sumter sounded the call to arms. For days and weeks before the signal the students had watched the reports of the 
rapidly occurring events in Charleston and the company was eager to go to the front, but the more conservative 
Faculty vigorously opposed the idea of disrupting the College and exerted all their influence to prevent the boys 
from tendering their services to the Governor, but without avail. On the morning of the 12th of April, they marched 
in a body to the South Carolina depot, where they boarded the train for Charleston, paying their own way. 

 
Source: Edwin L. Green, A History of the University of South Carolina (Columbia: The State Company, 1916), 362, 
364–365. 
 


